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UPON 
JJC 
PREACHED AT ASCOLI, ABOUT THE YEAR 1732. 


Fillii, audite me; timorem Domini docebo vos. 


My ſons hearken unto me, and I will teach you the fear of 
| the Lord. 


T a time when Fortune is every where 
preaching up the love of Wealth ; 
when pleaſure is extending her alluring voice 
to enſnare us in her toils; when a love of 
Glory preſents all the honours of this world 
to intoxicate us with vain incenſe; when all 
the objects which ſurround us, adorned with 
the beauties of Nature, are only ſo many 
echos which repeat ſeducing delights, and 
invite us to attach ourſelves to this world ; 
Religion enjoins us to be employed only 
about God. AM; ſons hearken unto me, and I 
will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
B 4 How 
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How truly eloquent is this divine lan- 
guage | What an immenſity of things con- 
tained in a few words! This is not the lan- 
guage of a perſon who endeavours to miſ- 
lead us, nor the eloquence of an Orator who 
employs pompous language to ſurprize our 
credulity ; it is Religion herſelf, the daugh- 
ter of Heaven, the mother of all Virtue, 
who 1s come down upon earth to eſtabliſh a 
Holy union between God and Man, and to 
diſplay to us a ſpectacle infinitely more ex- 
cellent and affecting than all the beauties 
which are ſcattered over this immenſe uni- 
verſe. | 

I fee this Holy Religion iſſuing like light- 
ning from the boſom of the Almighty, and 
darting an unerring light from pole to pole 
with the greateſt ſplendor and majeſty. All 
nations and people, ſtruck with the pro- 
digy, and undoubtedly tranſported with ad- 
miration, fly to pour forth before her the 
humble homage of their hearts and minds; 
and, forgetting this world and all its crea- 
tures, are only employed in contemplating 
this magnificent object. No, my Brethren, 

that 
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that is not the caſe; the moſt incredible 
} blindneſs, and the moſt trifling objects, 
which ſhew but a momentary glare, make 
i even Religion diſappear, although ſur- 
; rounded with all the glory of God. There 
are none but ſome few privileged ſouls, 
whom the world even looks upon with con- 
tempt, who liſten to her voice. They will 
lend an ear to the finging of Syrens and the 
hiſſings of Serpents, but they will ſhut their 
ears againſt the voice of Religion, who calls 
upon the whole human race with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, and recommends to them, above 
all other things, to fear the Lord. Ms; ſons 
hearken unto me, and I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord.. 

There 1s no mother more tender than Re- 
ligion, none that can more ſincerely comfort 
her children, nor any one. more capable of 
executing any thing that ſhe undertakes for 
their happineſs. 

Monicha, that incomparable woman, is 
much admired, who ſhed ſuch torrents of 
tears over her ſon Auguſtine; and, that ſhe: 
might not abandon him, crolied the ſeas»: 
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with the moſt heroic courage, from Africa 
to Italy, only employed about his conver- 
ſion, waiting with a holy anxiety for the 
moment when the needſul grace ſhould come 
to change his heart. Nevertheleſs, O ye 
Chriſtian hearers ! Monicha only preſents to 
your view a ſpark of that fire with which 
Religion is inflamed, when ſhe is employed 
in the preſervation of a ſinner, 

I ſee the earth and the ſeas witneſſing the 
zcal of the great Apoſtle, and that fervor 
with which the ſucceeding Diſciples were 
animated, who have been employed from 
age to age in ſpreading abroad the ſacred 
truth, even into the moſt barbarous Hands 
and into the remoteſt corners of the earth, 
In one place, we ſee them, like happy tem- 
peſts, effectually terrifying the wicked and 
the worſhippers of idols; in another, like 
beneficent clouds, pouring torth the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt in copious ſtreams, From their 
holy mouths we hear Religion herſelt inceſ- 
ſantly repeating, with the moſt affecting ten- 
derneſs, and the moſt ardent charity, My 
ſens hearken unto me, and 1 will teach you the 
fear of the Lord. It 
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It is, as if ſhe had ſaid to all mankind, 

I will not teach you to handle the Globe 
and the Compats, but I will teach you to 
lay hold of the Croſs of Jefus Chriſt, as 
the only ſteady ſupport to be confided in 
upon all occaſions. I will not inſtruct you 
in the rules of human policy, which is fre- 
quently nothing but the art of deceiving z 
but I will few you the direct path which 
leads to Heaven, I will not teach you how 
to know the courſe of the ſtars, nor to diſ- 
cover the ſecrets of nature; but I will con- 
vince you that the figure of this world 
paſſeth away, and that there is nothing more 
dangerous than forming with it too warm 
an attachment. I will not give you a de- 
ſcrip:ion of this earth; but I will mark out 
to you the very ſmall ſpace of it which you 
wiil occupy at your death; becauſe it is 
that idea which ſhould detach you from the 
purſuit of the honours and the pleaſures of 
this world. I will not inſpire you with a 
love of conqueſt and triumphs which in- 
ſpires and animates the Heroes of the age; 
but I will inflame your minds with a love 
B 6 of 
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of eternal happineſs, and teach you to over- 
come yourſelves, 

Such is Religion my Friends, and ſuch is 
her conduct with regard to us. She ſpares. 
no pains, no watching nor toils, when ſhe 
15 engaged in penetrating our hearts with 
the fear of the Lord. Sometimes ſhe lays 


open her Tribunals to conciliate us with 


Jeſus Chriſt, at other times her Tabernacles 
to ſuſtain us by his molt ſacred body. 


What has this all-divine Religion not 


done for us, to teſtify her affectionate zea} 
and love? She received us moſt cordially 
into her boſom at the very inſtant of our 


birth; carried us into her ſacred Temple to 


be impreſſed with the ſeal of Chriſtianity, 
which nothing in this world can ever de— 
face: ſhe has followed us ſtep by ſtep, and 
as ſoon as we could ſpeak, put into our 
hands the alphabet of thoſe Holy Truths 
which we were born to read: ſhe has com- 
municated to us the grace of the Hloly Sa- 
craments, and has intereſted herleif moſt 
wondeifully for our ſalvation, by Prayers, 

by 
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by Sacrifices, by F eſtivals, and by Inſtruc- 
tions. 

Alas ! if you do not recollect her by all 
theſe efforts of zeal and tenderneſs 5 if you 
are not ſenſibly affected by all theſe proceed- 
ings ; it is becauſe you unfortunately will 
not judge of this Holy Religion, but from 
the ridiculous deformed pictures which have 
been drawn of her by Impicty and Fanati- 
eiſm: it is becauſe you believe ſhe is filled 
with a bitter intolerating zeal, while ſhe is 
Charity herſelf : it is becauſe you imagine 
her to have a perſecuting ſpirit, though ſhe 
is the greateſt enemy to perſecution: it is 
becauſe you have repreſented her to your- 
ſelf as having the thunder always in her 
hand ready to ſtrike impenitent Sinners, al- 
though ſhe never employs canonical puniſh- 
ments, until every gentle means has been 
truitleſsly attempted, and is exceedingly 
grieved at being compclled to come to ſuch 
extremity. 

Learn to know her and you will find her 
gcntle and patient, ready to meet the ſtraying 
ſheep to lead it back to the ſheep-fold 


un- 
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unſuſpecting of ill, and enduring all the 
imperfections of human nature in the hope 
that mankind will correct themſelves ; pray- 
ing continually for them, that they may 
obtain pardon from Heaven. You will find 
ſhe is without paſſion, without cruelty, with» 
out peeviſhneſs or ambition; in a word, 
you will- find her worthy of him who has 
rendered her his image and his oracle. 

Ye Chriſtian Hearers,. the name of our 
Holy Religion has been abuſed by thoſe who 
have repreſented her as taking pleaſure in 
puniſhing or tormenting. Alas ! her great- 


eſt plcaſure is in diſarming the anger of an 9 
offended Deity. The prayers which ſhe ad- 4 


dreſſes day and night to Heaven, have no 
object in view but to beg for the remiſſion 
of ſins, and to entreat mercy for oflending 
Sinners. | . 

It can be nothing but the blackeſt ingra- 
titude, or a total ignorance ot her true cha- 


racter, which could repreſent her in an un- 9 


favourable light. The great misfortune is, 


that ſome people confound Religion with her 'Y 


Miniſters, and make her reſponſible for their 
faults, 
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faults. O Holy Religion ! where are thy 
accuſers? Thou mayeſt truly boaſt, that 
thou haſt no enemies but men whoſe lives 
are ſcandalous, or whoſe minds are preju- 
diced; only men who are ſeduced by their 
paſſions, or miſledby a pernicious ill-ground- 
ed philoſophy. 

Religion would not have met the ſmalleſt 
oppoſition, if ſhe had permitted mortals to 
follow the bent of their own inclinations 
without ſcruple or reſtraint. She would not 
have appeared ſuperſtitious, ſevere and even 
cruel, but becauſe ſhe requires 2 purity of 
morals. and a ſubmiſhve obedience to the 
will of God. 

But if an earthly Sovereign whom you 
have choſen as a maſter to rule over you 1s 
not odious, even when he enaCts rigorous 
laws tor the ſupport of good order, and em- 
ploys his power in puniſhing thoſe who diſ- 
obey his mandates ; whereiore ſhould Reli- 
gion, who acquaints you with the orders of 
the Almighty, and who only turns you away 
from committing crimes to drag you from 
the empire of your paſſions, and to make 


3 you 
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you happy; wherefore I fay, ſhould ſhe ap- 
pear ſo deferving of your hatred.? 

To make you ſenſible on the contrary how 
much Religion deſerves all our love, it is 
ſufficient, my dear Brethren, to explain in a 
few words the good effects which ſhe has 
produced ſince ſhe began to exerciſe her au- 
ouſt miniſtry. 

It is through my means, he will tell you,. 
that your Princes, who were formerly Bar- 
barians, are now become refined; that ſlavery: 
is aboliſhed ; that every man has. his value 
in the eyes of the great men of this world, 
and that their property is become common, 
if I may uſe the expreſſion, by the recipro- 
cal cares which. they take to comfort one 
another: it. is through me that you. have 
learnt to forgive injuries ; that your great- 
eſt enemies no longer ſeek vengeance, but 
to do do good for evil; that revilings. are 
ſtopped, calumnies ſtifled, hatred lulled aſleep, 
exceiſes checked, and ſcandal puniſhed ; je 
is by me that the ties of marriage are ren- 
dered ſacred and indiſſolubly binding; 
that parent; tenderly love their children, 

and 
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and the children, filled with reſpect for thoſe * 
who gave them birth, obey their commands 
with pleaſure ; that a proper ſubordination 
is preſerved in all ranks and conditions; 
that juſtice is diligent, innocence fupported, 
indigence aſſiſted, virtue praiſed, zeal ad- 
mired, and piety followed. 

It is by my means that man 1s diſtin- 
guiſhed from the beaſt ; that the Sciences 
are looked upon as valuable, from the ex- 
cellent purpoſes to which they are applied; 
that men give unto Ceſar the things which 
are Ceſar's and unto God the things which 
are God's; that good faith governs in com- 
merce; candour is found in courts; the 
mind extends itſelf beyond the Heavens; 
the heart purifies itſelf ; the body ſpiritu- 
alizes itſelf; and the ſoul renders itſelf 
divine. 

It is by my means that gentle manners 
govern ſociety ; that hearts are united in the 
ſacred bonds of friendſhip ; that Falſehood 
is hateful, and Truth triumphant; that 
man ceaſes to love the creature, that he may 
turn his eyes to his Creator; that the Sacra- 

ments 
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ments unite the Chriſtian with the Man-God , 
that Earth becomes a Heaven; Death a 
great gain; Eternity the dwelling of Glory, 
and the centre of all happineſs. 

It is by my means that you partici- 
pate in the good works of all virtuous men; 
that you have as many interceſſors as there 
are of the Ele& ; that the Church Militant, 
ſuffering and triumphant, forms but one and 
the ſame ſociety, of whom God is the chief, 
the firſt principle, and the life. | 

It is I, who, always filled with compaſſion 
for the ſinner, without being repulſed by his 
odious crimes, aſſiſt and ſupport him, even 
on the bed of death : It is I that revive his 
hopes, when he would give himſelf up to 
deſpair ; that fortify his mind when ready to 
fink under grief and depreſſion; that com- 
fort him when all the world ſeem to have 
forſaken him; It is I that receive his dying. 
breath with all the zeal of the moſt affecting 
charity, and accompany him in ſpirit even- 


unto eternity, remembering him when he 


is in the preſence of God, and no longer any 
thing, 
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thing upon earth, but forgotten by all man- 
kind. 

Let me aſk you then, my brethren, if 
Religion appears by theſe features to be the 
ſtep- mother her enemies affect to repreſent 
her; a monſter who has occaſioned a thou- 
ſand miſchiefs, and that deſerves to be de- 
ſtroyed. 

Such blaſphemies, undoubtedly, make 
you ſhudder with horror, and more eſpeci- 
ally, when you recollect that this Divine 
Religion judges nobody upon earth, never 
deſpairs of the converſion of Sinners, and 
knows neither falſe pretences nor diſſimula- 
tion: that ſhe dreads extinguiſhimg the 
ſmoaking flax; that ſhe tolerates her ene- 
mies, and oppoſes them only with tears and 
prayers, as Jeſus Chriſt tolerated the ſchiſ- 


matics and infidels of his time; when you 


ſee her deſcending even into diſmal dun- 
geons to bring aſſiſtance, both ſpiritual and 
temporal, to the moſt heinous offenders, and 
charitably embracing all ſects and commu- 
nions praying equally for Jews and Pagans. 
| | All 
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All corners of the earth are filled with the 
good works of Religion, and the pious mo- 
numents which ſhe hath erected. Has the 
world ever ſeen a ſociety actuated with ſuck 
zeal, ſuch beneficence, ſuch charity ? 

Religion recommends to us to weep with 
thoſe that weep, and to rejoice with thoſe 
that are in joy; ſhe makes herſelf all things 
to all men; and thinks herſelf equally bound 
to diſcharge her duties to the fooliſh or 
to the wiſe, and ſeeks every opportunity to 
exhort to encourage and to oblige them. 

Religion ſhould be ſeen amidſt the holy 
- auſterities, which ſhe requires of the Sinner 
to obtain favour in the ſight of God, mixing 
her tears with his, and giving him at laſt 
the kiſs of reconciliation, leads him with 
triumph to the Altar, in tranſports of joy 
and gladneſs. 

Alas! O Holy Religion, that thou who 
art ſo deſerving ſhould be ſo little known 
and that man, who ſhould kneel down and 
kiſs thy footſteps, can be ſo ungrateful as to 
abuſe thee ! There is ho real virtue upon 
earth but what 1s inſpired by thee, and. yet 

to 
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to hear what is ſaid by thy enemies, we 
might be induced to believe that thou art 

e cauſe of all the misfortunes which hap- 
= in the world, for they are not afraid to 
apply to you what has been ſaid of the Re- 
ligion of the Pagans. But are you fo dim- 
ſighted as not to be ſenſible that the more 
Religion is ſacred and reſpectable, the more 
will wicked men abuſe her holy name, to diſ- 
guiſe their paſſions, and deceive with the 
greater addreſs? It is becauſe ſhe is Juſtice 
herſelf, that the unjuſt affect to be religious 
that they may not be ſuſpected ; it is becauſe 
ſhe preaches up diſintereſtedneſs, that man, 
who is governed by greedy deſires, aſſumes 
her name to conceal his horrid avarice; it 
is becauſe ſhe condemns even an appearance 
of any thing vicious, that the wicked wretch 
covers himſelf with her cloak on purpoſe to 
commit crimes unpuniſhed ; it is becauſe ſhe 
recommends humility and ſelf-denial, that 
the ambitious man wears her garb, that he 
may paſs unknown. | 


- Never 


—— — — — 


22 DISCOURSE 


Never confound Religion with thoſe men 
who make profeſſion without the practice, 
and then you will form the higheſt idea of 
her in your own mind. 


You will ſee her in St. John, and not in 


Judas; in St. Peter, and not in Ananias ; 
in St. Paul, and not in Simon Magus; you 
will ſee her in Athanaſius, and not in Arius ; 
in Auguſtine, and not in Pelagius; then 
you will find her charitable, magnanimous, 
and worthy of God himſelf. 

It is not the way to know a picture to 
judge by the ſhades, Religion is like the 
firmament, the more it is examined, the 
greater number of ſtars will be diſcovered 
like the ſea, the more it is obſerved, the 
more it appears to be immenſe; like fine 
gold, the more it 1s tried in the furnace, the 
greater will be its luſtre. 

How ſhall ſhe be paſſionate who forbids 
all paſſion? How ſhall ſhe employ Falſe- 
hood, who condemns the leaſt equivocation ? 
How ſhall ſhe become a perſecutor, whoſe 
_ diſtinguiſhed character is to be for ever per- 
ſecuted? Jeſus Chriſt, when he eſtabliſhed 

his 
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his Religion, foretold nothing to her but 
| croſles, contradictions and diſappointments. 


He did not ſay to her, Go and declare war 
againſt Sinners and wicked Heretics ; but he 
told her in the perſon of his Apoſtles : Behold 
T ſend you forth as Lambs among Wolves : Who- 
ſoever will not receive you, paſs to another city, 
ſhaking the duſt from off your feet. 

Behold how Religion has been announced 
in the world, and in this manner is ſhe al- 
ways announced by thoſe Miniſters who 
know her, and wiſh to make her univerſally 


4 loved. 


Open her books, enter into her temples, 


hearken to her inſtructions, and you will find 


that her language is only the language of 
Charity; ſhe employs no authority but per- 
ſuaſion. It never was Religion, but it was 
falſe zeal who, pretending to imitate her, 
ſeized fire and ſword, to compel Heretics to 
abjure their errors, and Jews to become 
Chriſtians, | 
Religion anathematizes all who have a 
perſecuting temper, or a ſpirit of party zeal. 
The enemy of cabals, of violence, of accu- 


ſations, 
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ſations, ſhe loves only peace and good will; 
and, although ſhe thunders againſt errors, 
ſhe ſpareth thoſe that maintain them, and 
ſolicits their forgiveneſs with the Princes of 
the Earth, and the God of the Univerſe. 
Her zeal conſiſts in never entering into 
terms of capitulation with Error: ſhe ſuffers 
every thing rather than to give up a ſingle 
jota of her belief, becauſe ſhe teaches no 
article as a matter of faith, but what God 
himſelf hath revealed ; and multitudes of 
' martyrs are ſeen to iflue forth from her ſplen- 
did and fertile boſom, and expoſe themſelves 
to all the fury of fire and ſword, rather 
than admit of an alteration in the will of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

The records of Religion, my brethren, 
are depoſited with us; and if you find there 
any traces of blood, but the blood of her 
diſciples, which has been ſhed in defence of 
her Holy Truth, it is with injuſtice that 1 
extol her gentleneſs and charity, But you 
will ſee no deeds of hers but effuſions of 
charity, ſolemn acts of the moſt ſingular be- 

| nevo- 
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nevolence, examples of patience, mildneſs 
and forbearance, 


From morning until night ſhe waits the 
repentance of the ſinner, ſtretching forth an 
aſſiſting hand, ready to drag him from that 


: precipice on whoſe brink he hangs ful- 


| pended. 
Thouſands and 8 of times hath 
ſhe ſoftened the rage of the Father, who 
BK ould not have dan en the offending ſon; 
* thouſands of times hath ſhe reſtrained the ſe- 
verity of a Superior who refuſed to liſten to 
a2 penitent Friar; a thouſand times hath the 
filled, with words of peace and gentleneſs, the 
© mouth of the man of power, when ready to 
Z burſt forth with keen reſentment. 

If there are falſe devotees, who disfigure 
the charms of true Religion, you are the 
more to blame if you truſt to the picture 
drawn by them, when the ſupreme Legiſ- 
lator, who has warned you againſt theſe 
men that lay a burden upon others, which 
they themſelves would not touch with the 
end of their fingers ; againſt theſe men who 
ſtart at a gnat, but can ſwallow a camel 

Vor. IV. 2 againſt 
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againſt theſe men who appear dreſſed in 


ſheeps* cloathing, but who are inwardly ra- 
vening wolves : againſt theſe men who af- 
fect to hide their heads in darkneſs, that 
they may ſeem to ſpend their time in faſt- 
ing ; againſt theſe men who believe them- 
ſelves better than their neighbours, and 
think they are ſo, becauſe they believe that 
long prayers are neceflary to obtain for- 
giveneſs. 

Far, far is Religion from Hypocriſy, Fa- 
naticiſm, and Superſtition: ſincere, gentle, 
patient as her divine Chief, ſne knows no 
other arms but perſuaſion; continually call- 
ing to mind the words of her heavenly 
Maſter, 1: fhall not with you as with the 
Princes of the Earth. 

Alas! that I cannot excite that love and 
gratitude in your hearts, which you owe to 
this Holy Religion, who hath neither ſpot 
nor blemiſh, and who preſerves herſelf un- 


defiled here upon earth, amidſt Vice and 


Error, and will only quit this world to re- 
turn to the boſom of God! She is like a 
river that will flow back to its original 

ſource; 
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ſource; a ſun that will paſs into another he- 
miſphere. 

If, my brethren, you have ever given cre- 
dit to the calumnies with which our heaven- 
ly Religion has been blackened, or if you 
have had any ſhare in ſo foul a deed, go 
this day and acknowledge your errors before 
her altars; embrace them as a ſign of the 
new alliance which you wiſh to engage in 
with her from this time forth. Conſider 
that it is this Religion that hath made you 


f Chriſtians, and will lead you to Heaven if 


you faithfully follow her engagements. 
Think that in the laſt day ſhe will rife up 


againſt you, as a witneſs that will weigh 
You down, if you have not faithfully prac- 
tiſed the precepts which ſhe enjoined. She 
will then be the queen, of whom the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks, fitting at the right-hand of God 
in all her ſplendor : Regina a dextris tuis, in 
deſtitu deaurato, circumdata varietate. 

We ought to place our confidence in Re- 
ligion, while we are here on earth, if we 
would have nothing to dread at the laſt day ; 
but what can we have to fear, if we ſerve 
2 under 
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under her Standard? The Martyrs, in fol- 
lowing her footſteps, believed themſelves 
in vulnerable amidſt the moſt cruel torments; 
ſo far did the ardour of their charity deaden 
the ſenſe of pain. With Religion, every 
thing we do 1s excellent, but without her, 
the moſt ſplendid actions have not the leaſt 
merit, 

Come then and liſten to her as the oracle 
which you ſhould attend, if you deſire to 
learn to deſpiſe the figure of this world, 


'which paſſeth away, and prefer God to every 


thing which 1s not God's, and dread to give 
him offence. This is what Religion has de- 
clared to you this day by my mouth, and 
what ſhe will inceſſantly repeat until that 
moment when God ſhall call you to give an 
account of your conduct. My ſons hearken 
unto me, and I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord, 
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ADDRESSED TO A BISHOP, 


5 Otwithſtanding the paſſions which 
5 converted the terreſtrial Paradiſe into 
a field of briars and thor sh and overflowed 
the world with a torrent of vices and errors, 
that in ſome ſort obliged the Deity: himſelf 
to manifeſt his vengeance by an univerſal 
deluge, Religion, as pure as that Heaven 
F from which ſhe deſcended, has ſtill pre- 
p ſerved herſelf without ſpot or wrinkle. 
Under the natural law, I confider her as a 


young orange-plant, which as yet ſhews 


only a green ſtalk ; under the written law, I. 
4 behold her ſhoot forth buds ready to untold ;. 
under the law of Grace, ſhe produced, 
1 abundantly, flowers and fruits, that on every 
ſide ſpread the moſt delicious perfumes. 
83 Or 
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Or rather let us ſay, that, at her beginning, 
ſhe is only a faint glimmering of the dawn 
diſpelling the darkneſs; in her growth, an 
Aurora announcing the brighteſt day; in 
her perfection, the ſun himſelf; by the 
activity of his rays foſtering and fertilizing 
the ſeeds of all the virtues. 

An object fo magnificent, which traced 
out in the moral order a picture of the moſt 
beautiful works in the natural, which ſhewed 
us an intellectual world. in the midſt of 
the material, whi.th-raiſed the ſoul upon the 
wrecks. of the body, which ſpiritualized the 
fenſes, which made the thoughts divine; in 
a word, which placed Man by the ſide of 
his Creator, ought doubtleſs to have had 
the moſt zealous panegyriſts, the warmeſt 


defenders, Accordingly, in the different 
ages of the world, we have ſeen the Pa- 


triarchs and Prophets, the Apoſtles and 
Martyrs, become a ſpectacle to Angels and 
Men, in order to ſupport, at the expence 
of their fortunes, of their repoſe, of their 
very lives, that Holy Religion with which 
their hearts were filled. They required not 

the 
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the death of the ſinful and the impious; 
0 on the contrary, they laid down their own 
© lives to eſtabliſh the rights of Religion, 
S knowing that 1t ought to be announced only 
with gentleneſs and charity. 


If the ancient law often ſtruck prevari- 


f cators with death, it was a law of terror 


given in the midſt of thunders and light- 


nings, calculated to intimidate; and the Jews, 
on whom it was impoſed, were a nation 


whom it was neceſſary to awaken by extra- 
ordinary chaſtiſements: but the new law 
ſpringing up on Mount Calvary from the 


; 1 ample and Inſtruction. 


very blood of the Man-God, who prays 
even for his murderers, and dies for his 
enemies, teacheth all men that Chriſtianity 
is truly the work of peace, of gentleneſs, 


of charity; that no man can be the ſervant 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who is animated with a 
ſpirit of hatred and perſecution; that to be 
zealous, according to the rules of the Goſ- 
pel, we muſt not bring down Truth to 2 


level with Error, but bring back thoſe who 


controvert its precepts and doctrines by Ex- 


C 4 Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt has given us the beſt rules 
poſſible with regard to Zeal, by the manner 
| in which he treated the Sadducees and Pub- 
10 licans. He ate with the one, he tolcrated 
1 the other, and ſhewed no reſentment except 
againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, becauſe, 
attacked ſolely to the outward obſervances 
of the law, they had not its ſpirit, and even 
took occaſion from it to deſpiſe and to hate 
all thoſe who did not obſerve their trivial 
practices of devotion, and to boaſt, without : 
reſtraint, of their own merits. Accordingly K 
they were the firſt to put Jeſus Chriſt to 'F 
death, while the Sadducees, who denied = - 
the Immortality of the Soul, had leſs ſhare . 
in that dreadful guilt; which is a proof that Es 
falſe Zeal is often more dangerous even than 4 
Incredulity. No Humanity can be expected G 
from a Fanatic, who, at the very time 
that he ſacrifices you to his hatred, thinks 
he is doing God ſerviee. Putat ſe obſequium 
Deo pra. ſtare. 

St. Paul, before his converſion, becauſe 
animated by falſe Zeal, breathed blood and 
Naughter againſt the Chriſtians, He had 
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; X conſented to the death of Stephen, and, 
; 0 hurried on by a ſpirit of Fanaticiſm, was 
_ 15 become the moſt fiery Perſecutor of the 
| 9 riſing Church. 

| N Had all the Miniſters of the Goſpel been 
ö careful to take Jeſus Chriſt for their model, 


J , had they ſeriouſly conſidered that finners 

were kindly received, the Samaritans and 
Sadducees, patiently borne with by that di- 
vine Saviour, we had ſeen no exceſs in the 
boſom of the Church, nor had. the enemies 
of Chriſtianity ever been able to bring 
) > againſt her the unjuſt reproach of being a 
| = Perſecutor.. 


: The evil ſprings entirely from a propen- 
. | fity to diſpute, which is almoſt always en- 
= gendered. by pride. Under a pretence of 
l * defending the intereſts of God and the 
2 Church, men become ſeekers of themſelves, 
and take for real Zeal the efferveſcence of a 
z : boiling blood. or heated imagination This 

is ſo true, that I have known men in their 
youth of a moſt impetuous Zeal, which 
[ = twenty years after was entirely relaxed, be- 
1 cCauſe they began to be cooled by old age. 
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Prejudices are another cauſe of Fanaticiſin. 
If we be not cautious, they take ſuch deep 
root in us as even to incorporate with our 
nature ; and ſhould we unhappily be per- 
ſuaded that a ſimple opinion of the ſchools 
is an article of Faith, we would ſacrifice 
our lives in its ſupport. Such have been 
the ſcenes in ages of ignorance, where men 
anathematized and butchered each other for 
particular opinions which were not thoſe of 
the univerſal Church, 

Obſtinacy has produced, in all ages, evils 
To much the more dangerous, as it has often 
been found joined to the moſt impoſing 
appearance of Piety. Lucifer, Biſhop of 
Cagliari, was a man of the greateſt Zeal and 
moſt rigid morals; but, yielding to an exceſs 
of Fanaticiſm, he refuſed to communicate 
even with thoſe for whom the Church retain- 
ed an indulgence worthy of his charity. 

The ſpirit of Intolerance and Perſecution 
often ſprings from entire Ignorance. Men 
ſuffer themſelves to be led by the blind, and 
fall with them. This fault is inexcuſable in the 
Miniſters of a God who recommends to thoſe 

who 
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who are to guide his people to be the light 
of the world. We ought to make a great 
diſtinction between ignorance and ſimplicity, 
The firſt draws after it a multitude of miſ- 
chiefs, eſpecially when it inclines to Fanati- 
ciſm. A man, in that caſe, only hſtens to 
himſelt ; and, as he knows nothing, commits 
evil without perceiving it. 

Whatever may be the origin of falſe Zeal, 
it is always an abomination in the fight of 
Gad, though its enormity may be increaſed 
or diminiſhed in different degrees. But 
could men have diſtinguiſhed the toleration 
of perſons from the toleration ef errors, 


that Zeal had never been known. No Chriſ- 
tian whatever, is, on any occaſion, allowed 


to ſet Error on a par with Truth, and con- 
found the Heretic, the Unbeliever, the Pa- 
gan, with the Faithful, who are marked with 
the ſign of Faith; but the practice of Jeſus 
Chriſt obliges us to ſupport the men, of 
whatever communion they be, to live peace- 
ably with them, and not to torment them on 


account of any ſyſtem of belief they may 
have adopted. 


1 The 
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The characteriſtics of true Zeal, are, gen- 
tleneſs and perfuaſion. An air of ſeverity 
to Unbelievers, never fails to irritate rathez 
than convert them. The Saviour of the 
World, our pattern and our head, commands. 
the Paſtor to ſeek the loſt ſheep, to bring 
it back upon his ſhoulders, and not to quench 
the ſmoking flax nor break the bruiſed reed. 
We know the anſwer made by that Man- 
God to the Apoſtles, when little inſtructed 
in his doctrine, they wanted to bring down 
fire upon Samaria. You know not what ſpirit 
you are of, ſaid he to them; I came not to 
deſtroy ſinners, but to ſave them. 

We ſee perſons, animated by falſe Zeal, 
kindle into rage, and aſſume a murdering 
aſpect and tone, when they ſee or hear of a 
man who has the misfortune to be out of the 
right path. But true Zeal, which is accord- 
ing to the knowledge of God, is only enflamed 
by the ſpirit of Charity, and never ſhows it- 
ſelf but with the mildeſt look, never expreſſes 
itſelf but in the kindeſt terms. 

When St. John the Evangeliſt, the gentleſt 
of mankind, recommends us not even to 
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did an enemy of Jeſus Chriſt God ſpeed, 
he only means to inform us that we muſt 
abſolutely renounce the company of every 
man who we foreſee may poſſibly pervert 
us. 

Inſtead of following the example of 
Rome herſelf, the metropolis of the world, 
which tolerates the Jews in the public exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, inſtead of imitating 
the conduct of the ſovereign Pontiffs, who 
receive the Proteſtants with the greateſt de- 
monſtrations of friendſhip, theſe men almoſt 
never ſpeak of Unbelievers but to load them 
with imprecations.. It was not thus that the 
Fathers of the Church acted, who, in their 
writings, preached up no other doctrines 
but Coneord and Charity; who made them- 
ſelves interceſſors for the guilty, in order to 
obtain their pardon. from the Judges and 
Emperors: 

Our Lord himſelf, when he Os for 
his executioners, taught us how his. cauſe is 
to be avenged. There would not have 
been ſo many clamours againſt the Catholic 
Church, ſo much animoſity between. the 

different 


38 REFLECTIONS 


different Communions, had the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel been the guide of our hearts and un- 
derſtandings. | 

It cannot be diſputed that every one ought 
to uſe his utmoſt endeavours for the ſalva- 
tion of his brethren, either by inſtruction or 
example ; but they are not to be conſtrained 
by violence nor authority. 

Faith and works are pleafing to Gad only 
fo far as they are voluntary. If we force a 
man to do penance, to pray to God, in a 
word, to adopt a Religion which his heart 
rejects, we render ourſelves guilty in the 
eyes of the Lord, for it is in no caſe allowed 
to harraſs conſciences. I ſhall not be with 
you, faith Jeſus Chriſt to his Apoſtles, as 


with thoſe who bear rule in the earth. He 


deſires that all who liften to him ſhould do 
it ſincerely, and we have never ſeen that, 
during the courſe of his mortal lite, he 
forced any one to come and hear him. He 
even ſuffered the young man to depart who 
ſeemed deſirous of following him, becauſe 
Religion is defigned only for thoſe of a wil- 
ling mind, Hominibus bone voluntatis, 

nf 1 
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If we forcibly enliſted in the Church 


choſe who have no inclination to enter it, we 


ſhould only make prevaricators and hypo- 


Frites. Theſe words, compelle entrare (com- 


pel them to come in) are taken from a pa- 
rable, and never meant that we ought to. 


oblige men to be Catholics or Chriſtians 


againſt their wills; but only that we ought, 
by preaching, to uſe the moſt powerful per- 
ſuaſions that they may enter into the road of 
Salvation, and eſpecially repreſent to them 


that their eternal happineſs or miſery is at 
ſtake. 


But a party- ſpirit is ſo much more dan- 


gerous, as it aſſumes all forms, even that of 


Piety, in order to exerciſe its tyranny. 
They who are actuated by it really ſeek only 


5 after dominion. When they meet with re- 
ſiſtance they are inflamed by the love of Re- 


ligion, for which they have little regard : 
they are hurt by the wound given to their 
pride. But this is a falſe-principle : a par- 


ty-ſpirit makes viſionaries pretend to inſpi- 
ration, and Fanatics give themſelves out for 


Martyrs, Such were the heads of tlie Sects; 
ſuch. 


4⁰ REFLECTIONS 
ſuch were formerly even in the boſom of the 
Church ſome falſe Zealots, who contended 
ſor things not intereſting to the Faith, Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory furniſhes many examples 
of this kind ſufficient to make us tremble : 
for what is more dreadful than to ſee good 
men fall a prey to a: Zeal diſpleaſing in the 
ſight of God, and condemned by the Church, 
as equally hurtful to Religion and the rights 
of ſociety? 0 
Nothing is more admirable than true Zeal. 
If it ſometimes breaks out, as that of Jeſus 
Chriſt againſt the Profaners of the Temple, 
it is becauſe the man, who comes even to 
the feet of the altars to inſult his Maker, 
. ought to be checked; and that the love of 
Truth is not to be confounded with party- 
ſpirit. That love animated the Martyrs, 
the Fathers of the Church, and all thoſe 
who oppoſed Error. with vehemence, yet 
- without. perſecuting its authors. 
A ſovereign, who is a real Chriſtian, ought, 
doubtleſs, to. ſtop the courſe of impiety in 
his dominions; but he ought not, in de- 
fence of the honour. of a Religion, which. is 
entirely 
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entirely Charity, to puniſh with death thoſe 
who are unhappy enough to attack it, unleſs 
when they raife ſeditions, and diſturb divine 
E worſhip. For what is Chriſtianity but the 
Jeffuſion of Divine Love, of that Love 


' ers, of that Love which hoſpitably embraces 
the Turk and the Indian; in a word, of 
that Love which, becoming all things to alt 
ix men, never defireth the death but the con- 
© verſion of a ſinner. | 
What happy changes ſhould we have ſeen, 
if, inſtead” of tormenting Heretics, we had 
conjured them, with all poſſible tenderneſs; 

ot to depart from the centre of unity | If 


* we had cleared up their doubts with gentle- 


nes, liſtened to their objections with pati- 
Fence, and, in a word, ſpoken to them the 
bangusge of Religion herſelf, with whom 
there is no reſpect of perſons, and who nei- 

© ther bears a bitter nor a haughty ſpirit | 
wi Methinks I hear this divine Religion call 
5 loudly to all thoſe who have been perſecuted 
by party ſpirit; „It is not by me you have 
been perſecuted : ſprung from the boſom 
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ſuch were formerly even in the boſom of the 
Church ſome falſe Zealots, who contended 
{or things not intereſting to the Faith. Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory furniſhes many examples 
of -this kind ſufficient to make us tremble : 
for what 1s more dreadful than to ſee good 
men fall a prey to a. Zeal diſpleaſing in the 
ſight of God, and condemned by the Church, 
as equally hurtful to Religion and the rights 
of lociety "oy \ 
Nothing 1s more admirable than true Zeal, 
If it ſometimes breaks out, as that of Jeſus 
Chriſt againſt the Profaners of the Temple, 
it is becauſe the man, who comes even to 
the feet of the altars to inſult his Maker, 
. ought to be checked; and that the love of 
Truth is not to be confounded with party- 
ſpirit. That love animated the Martyrs, 
the Fathers of the Church, and all thoſe 
who oppoſed Error with vehemence, yet 
without perſecuting its authors. 
A ſovereign, who is a real Chriſtian, ought, 
doubtleſs, to ſtop the courſe of impiety in 
his dominions; but he ought not, in de- 
fence of the honour of a Religion, which. is 


entirely 
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X entirely Charity, to puniſh with death thoſe 

X who are unhappy enough to attack it, unleſs 

þ when they raife ſeditions, and diſturb divine 

ZZ worſhip. For what is Chriſtianity but the 
effuſion of Divine Love, of that Love 
which on the Crofts pardons even blaſphem- 
ers, of that Love which hoſpitably embraces 
the Turk and the Indian; in a word, of 
that Love which, becoming all things to alt 
men, never deſireth the death but the con- 
verfion of a ſinner, 

W hat happy changes ſhould we have ſeen, 
if, inſtead of tormenting Heretics, we had 
conjured them, with all poſſible tenderneſs, ' 
not to depart from the centre of unity! If 

we had cleared up their doubts with gentle- 
neſs, liſtened to their objections with pati- 
ence, and, in a word, ſpoken to them the 
language of Religion herſelf, with whom 
X there is no reſpect of perſons, and who nei- 
XZ ther bears a bitter nor a haughty ſpirit ! 
3 Methinks I hear this divine Religion call 
loudly to all thoſe who have been perſecuted 
by party ſpirit; „It is not by me you have 
been perſecuted : ſprung from the boſom 
6.6 of 
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of the father of mercies, I recommend 
« only charity; being the fruit of divine 
« love to mankind, I deſire only their ſal- 
« vation; breathing nothing but ſelf-denial 


and humility : in imitation of my divine 


« Maſter, I lay myſelf at the feet of the 
„ whole world, and, after his example, 
« preach only a ſpirit of gentleneſs and 
peace. Though inexorable to vice and 
« error, I haye no other arms but tears, 
« prayers, and cenſures purely irirva), to 
« bring back ſinners.” 

Imitate that divine Religion, my Lord, 
in your treatment of the unbelievers by 
whom you are environed : gain their confi- 
dence: exhort them, like the moſt tender 


father, to open their eyes to their wander- 


ings, and, in every circumſtance, teſtiſy to 
them that you bear them a fincere and ar- 
dent good will. Then will you have ful- 
filled your miniftry in a manner worthy of 
the Apoſtleſhip. If they do not accompliſh 
your defires, at leaft they will admire your 
charity, and will not ſay, that the church 
loves to perſecute, which is, in fact, blaſphe- 
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my, becauſe always aſſiſted by the Holy 
Spirit, ſhe never can act from paſſion. 

The Holy Biſhop of Geneva, who hath 
been the moſt vigorous champion againſt 
the Proteſtants, never ſhewed any Zeal but 


what was actuated by Charity, We ought. 
always to diſtruſt the Spirit of darkneſs 


which transforms itſelf into an Angel of 
light, to accompliſh our ſeduction, and fill 
us with hatred to the enemies of the Faith, 
We muſt remember, that St. Paul recom- 


mends to us a proper prudence, and tells 


us, in plain terms, that ſome things are law- 
ful which are not expedient, Omnia mibi li- 
cent, ſed non omnia expediunt. 

The great rule to which we ought ſtrictly 
to adhere, is, to imitate the practice of Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, in whoſe divine life are found 
every rule of conduct, and the pattern of 
every virtue. Without this we fhall ſome- 
times follow our paſſions, ſometimes our 
prejudices, ſometimes our reſentment, ſome- 
times our caprice, and give ſcandal to the 
good at the very time we think we edity 
them, 
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Above all do not entertain a belief, that I 
have the leaſt intention to ſpeak a ſingle 
word againſt the Zeal with which every 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ought to be filled, 
that he may combat error, and draw men 
from the road of perdition. I blame only 
raſh, impetuous, perſecuting Zeal. He who 
ſincerely loves the Church, makes no terms 
either with licentiouſneſs or error, and ne- 
ver entertains either reſentment or hatred 
againſt the perſons even moſt firmly attached 
to their perverſe opinions. 

Such a man does not excuſe but lament 
them; and, far from avoiding them, endea- 
vours, by gentleneſs, by perſuaſion, to gain 
their confidence, and make them confeſs 
their miſtakes, In a word, he engages them 
at leaſt not to publiſh their erroneous ſyſ- 
tems, that the infection may not be com- 


municated. 


The concluſion is, my Lord, that you 
ſee thoſe miſ- taught men who live round 


you, and believe me, that if you receive 


them with open cordiality, you will touch 
their hearts If they abſtain not from 
| ſpreading 
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Ipreading their errors out of reverence to the 

Deity, they will at leaſt do it in conſidera— 
tion of your kindneſs. Do them every fa- 
your 1n your power, and conſtrain them by 
your charity to acknowledge and to publiſh 
that the ſpirit of the Church is really a ſpirit 
of peace and gentleneſs, and that a true Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, like his Maſter, waits 
for the repentance of Sinners, and would 
lay down his lite to gain them eternal Salva- 
tion. 

Such are my ſentiments, and, when you 
compare them with the Goſpel, you will al- 
low them certainly to be juſt. If I had 
time I could quote the conduct of the 
Church, the letters of the Holy Fathers, 
and, above all, thoſe of St. Auguſtine, to 
prove that we muſt always maintain Charity 
cven towards thoſe whoſe doctrine and man- 
ners are moſt corrupted : it is the ſureſt 
method to bring them back to unity, and 
conſequently to truth. 

But with theſe things, my Lord, you are 
as well acquainted as I, and by them ought 

vou 
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you to be guided, if you would fulfil your 
duty with fidelity. I with it for your own 
ſake, and the peace of your Dioceſans, for 
all of whom you ought to bear a tender 
regard, 
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S to the manner of Preaching, we 
ſhould dedicate much more of our 
attention to correcting the morals of the 
people, than in diſcourſing upon myſteries, 
Subjects of contemplation, eſpecially if they 
are ſublime, elevate the mind, but leave the 
heart totally unaffected; while, on the con- 
trary, practical diſcourſes influence the con- 
\ duct of men, and lead their inclinations to 
: that tenor of life which they recommend. 
: The myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion 
4 make a grand and moſt magnificent picture 
with a mixture of light and ſhade, which 
© ſhould be preſented from time to time to the 
view of the Faithful, as the moſt complete 
1 proof 
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proof of the greatneſs and the incomprehen- 
ſibility of the Deity; but evangelical mo- 
rals being the proper guides to our prac- 
tice, which ſhould affect all our actions and 
become the very ſubſtance of them, ought 
to be exhibited daily, becauſe we ſhould 
continually behave like true Chriſtians, and 
prove, by all our works, that we hold to our 
Religion invariably. 

Attention ſhould be had to prevent 
Preachers from giving vent to invectives 
againſt people of a different perſuaſion, 
whom we do not think in the boſom oi the 
Church. Abuſive declamations diſhonou: 
our ſacred miniſtry, and only irritate ; it was 


neither the language of the Apoſtles, nor of 


Jeſus Chriſt. 

There cannot be greater moderation than 
what was employed in the recital which they 
gave of the paſſion of their heavenly Mal- 
ter. They did not pronounce the leaft im— 
precation againſt Pilate, againſt Caiphus, 


nor even againſt Barabbas, that notorious 


robber who was preferred before Jeſus 
Chritt. The truth needs only to be diſplay- 
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Nea with ſtrength and underſtanding : it is 
not by apoſtrophizing Luther or Calvin, or 


the other Sectaries, that we can hope to 


f bring the Proteſtants back into the boſom 


of the Church. The eſtabliſhed principles 
with the leading proofs, upon which our 
belief of the truth depends, ſhould be diſ- 


played, and no other weapons employed 
but mild reaſonings, ſupported by the 


ſtrength of authorities. 


If our Preachers would frequently read 


* what St. Paul ſays in his Epiſtle to the Co- 
Z -inthians upon Charity, there is no doubt 
N but their Sermons would be much more 
moderate. It is ſo natural to confound Ca- 
price and Paſſion with Zeal, that we can- 
77 not be too much upon our guard againſt 
whatever can excite or promote ſuch diſpo- 
fitions. 


I knew a young Preacher here, who, ac- 


cording to cuſtom, held conferences with 
the Jews, on purpoſe to inſtruct and affect 
them, and who never reproached them but 
. to have an opportunity of introducing fi- 


gures of Rhetoric, and giving wing to a 
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fiery imagination. I repreſented to him that 
it was odious to employ the chair of Truth 
for ſuch purpoſes: he confeſſed that he was 
wrong, and corrected himſelf, Let us 
thunder againſt vices and againſt errors, but 
let us ſpare the perſons. The Church, who 
preaches only to recommend Charity, has 
not given us a right to abuſe our neigh- 
bours. | 

I wiſh to God, my Lord, that my weak 
Reflections may be of any uſe to your 
Lordſhip. One thing certain is, that they 
are agreeable to the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
and to Humanity ; and of courſe they con- 
tain the very beſt rules for our conduct. 
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HE spIRIT OF THE CHURCH is no 
other than that of Jeſus Chriſt, 7z. e. 
A SPIRIT OF PATIENCE, OF MILDNESS, OF 


4 F p MO N 


| PEACE, OF HUMILITY, OF JUSTICE, OF pis— 
® 1{NTERESTEDNESS, OF POWER, OF TRUTH. 


I. A $P1R1T OF PATIENCE, which conſiſts 
in a gentle treatment of ſinners, and all men 
or whatever communion they may be, with- 
out offering them injury or vexation in any 
manner whatever. This is the example ſet 
us by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, our auguſt Le- 

gifſlator, while he gave the Sadducees and 
Samaritans only demonſtrations of his good- 
nels. This he has enjoined to us, by re- 
D 2 com- 
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commending to his Apoſtles not io extingvifh 
the ſmoking flax, and declaring that he came to 
fave, not to deſtroy fianers. Accordingly we ſee 
that the Apoſtle, always animated by the 
Spirit of the Church, was the moſt patient 
of men towards finners, and that he recom- 
mends Forbearance as a virtue abſolutely 
neceſſary to whoever would be a Chriſtian, 
He knew none but ſpiritual arms; and if 
he inflicted the eccleſiaſtical puniſhment 
upon the inceſtuous perſon at Corinth, he 
ſtill preſerved for him all the charity poſſi- 
ble, of which he gave him an effectual 
proof, by haſtening his reconciliation. 

This was the conduct of all the Saints, 
who were far removed from any thing of 
what is called Spirit of Party or Caprice; 
they liſtened ſolely to the dictates of Reli- 
gion, whenever they were to deal with here- 
tical or even impious perſons, © Let us 


„ bewail thoſe who go aſtray,” ſaid St. Au- 
guſtine; “let us endeavour to bring them 
* back ta their duty, but never give them 
„room for complaint: for we were not 
£ ſent to ſtrike, but to inſtruct and to 
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= reprove with mildneſs, but with firm- 
“ neſs.” 


Theſe words of St. Auguſtine are the 


more admirable, as he always confirmed 


them by his example, We know how he 
wanted to treat the Donatiſts: he even was 
willing to quit his own ſee, and engage the 
Biſhops his colleagues to do the ſame, in 
order to make room for them, provided 
they would conſent fincerely to abjure their 
errors. 


II. A sPIN IT OF MilpN Ess. Never was 
the Church acquainted with that anger which 


ariſeth from hatred and prejudice. She al- 


ways diſavowed thoſe impetuous Miniſters, 
who, ſtirred up by indiſcreet zeal, treat thoſe 
who go aſtray, with aſperity: being per- 
ſuaded that even they cannot aſcribe to them- 
ſelves the happineſs of having known the 
truth and perſevered in virtue. 

Jeſus Chriſt, by declaring himſelf meek 
and lowly of heart ; and St, John the Evan- 
geliſt, by recommending to the Faithful 
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only Concord and Charity, give us a perfect 
knowledge of the Spirit of the Church. 

St. Paul, in his advices to Titus, requires 
that a Biſhop be not ſoon angry, non iracun- 
dum; becauſe he was perſuaded that the 
Church, always inſpired by the Holy Spirit, 
can never act from paſſion. 

Thus men ought not to impute to the 
Church certain exceſſes, of which Hiſtory 
has preſerved the memory, and whoſe bare 


recital 1s entirely repugnant to the maxims 
of the Goſpel. 


III. A srIRIT or PEAc. The Church, 
though always agitated, dreads diſputes and 
diſſentions; remembering that Jeſus Chriſt, 
her auguſt ſpouſe, hath left her no other 
inheritance here on earth, except Peace: 
Pax vobis. x 

If ſome Miniſters trouble it, and delight 


in fomenting diſſentions, they no longer act. 
in the name of the Lord: 


they are then 
followers of their own paſſions, and deſire 
to make the Lord ſubſervient to their ini- 
quities. Jeſus Chriſt hath ſo clearly ex- 
plained 
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plained to us his doEtrine and his will, that 
it is eaſy for us to know when a man ſpeaks 
really in his name, Therefore the Apoſtle 
expreſsly ſays, F even an anyel from Heaven 
ſhould bring us a new Goſpel, let him be ac- 
curſed , there is but one Faith, one Hope, one 
Baptiſm : and whoever breaks the unity, ex- 

X communicates himſelt, and deſerveth not to 
"XZ be a child of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the 
Church. If any defire to ſee that Spirit of 
Peace, with which ſhe has been always ani- 
"XZ mated, let them read her Canons, which 
breathe only wiſdom and moderation. Bur, 
S unhappily, the accuſations brought againſt 
her are borrowed from the enemies of the 
S Catholic Religion; and then ſhe is believed 


. 


to be of a turbulent and perſecuting ſpirit. 


If Judas betrayed Jeſus Chriſt; if Peter de- 
4 nied him; if, in after ages, there were Mi- 
XZ niſfters of the altars of a reſtleſs temper; is 
it not the height of injuſtice, upon account 


the conduct of the Church? 
The Saviour of the world commanded 
Peter, who cut off Malchus's ear, to put up 


of thoſe abuſes, to cenfure the Goſpel and 
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his ſword into the ſheath, in order to teach 
all ages that his reign is the reign of gentle- 
neſs and peace. If he ſaith that he is come 
to bring war, he ſpeaks only of that which 
we ought to make upon our paſſions, and the 


oppoſitions we are to put between the fleſh 


and the ſpirit, that we may live a life en- 
tirely ſpiritual. 

At his appearance in the world the angels 
immediately proclaim peace to all men. Pax 
hominibus. 

IV. A $P1RIT or HUMILITY. When the 
Church beholds her Divine Head kneeling 
before his Apoſtles to waſh their feet; when 


ſhe hears him ſay that it ſhall not be with 


them as with the princes of the nations, and 


that they ſhall be called neither maſters nor 


lords, but that they ſhall be the ſervants of 


all, how could ſhe feed herſelf with vain 


pride? 

No Miniſter of the Goſpel can be igno- 
rant that the authority of the Apoſtles and 
their ſucceſſors is not an authority of domi- 
nion, but only of perſuaſions, and that 
when ſinners give ſcandal, and abandon 

them- 
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themſelves to pernicious exceſſes, their only 
weapons are prayers, tears, and the canont- 


cal penances. 
The Spirit of the Church is rot to be 
judged by the external pomp and ridiculous: 
haughtineſs of ſome of her Miniſters ; but 
by her preaching and practice among thoſe 
who follow her rules, and do not depart 
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from their duty. There is no age, no year, 
no day in which ſhe does not launch her 
thunder againſt ambition and vanity, which 
1s ſo true, that ſhe reckons Pride among the 
mortal fins, as being one of the greateſt and 
moſt dangerous. 
If we fix our attention only upon offences, 
we ſhall, doubtleſs, ſee the Church ſur- 
Es rounded with clouds, becauſe we are not in 
Heaven ; but when we conſider the Church 
in her original ſtate, when ſhe iſſued from 
the boſom of God himſelf, and the manner 
in which ſhe always regulated her practice as 
well as her deciſions, we ſhall ſee her meek, 
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humble, patient, continually praying for her 1 
greateſt enemies, giving examples of the 5 
deepeſt humility, beginning with her Head, 13 
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who makes it his glory to be ſtyled the Ser- 3 


vant of Servants, and who ought to be ſo in 
practice, that he may be able to ſay with 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe vicar. he is upon earth. 
Diſcite a me quia mitis ſum et kumilis corde *, 


V. A $p1rIT or jvs rie. The Church 
has always made it a duty, in imitation of 
her Divine Maſter, to render unto- Ceſar 1% 
things that are Cæ ſar's; and, for this reaſon, 
St. Paul recommends to all the Faithful to 
reverence all powers, declaring. that all of 
them ſpring from God: Omnis poteſtas a Des. 
For this reaſon, he poſitively. enjoins that 
prayers be made far all in authority. 

Accordingly, the Church pays peculiar ho- 
nours to ſovereigns, nat out of fear, but in 
obedience to God, and from a principle of 


conſcience. And we ſee. that whenever they 


appeared in her general . councils, ſhe re- 


ceived them with the moſt profound reſpect; | 
by this example, teaching all nations, that 
their maſters are really repreſentatives of tne 


Learn of me, for I am meek, and lowly of heart. 


Divinity, 
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Divinity, and hold their power only from 
Heaven: Omnis poteſtas a Deo +. 


She pays tribute to whom it is due; and if 


ſhe ſometimes oppoſed princes, with a firm- 
neſs that might be miſtaken tor diſobedience, 
it was only when they attempted to corrupt 
the principles of Morality, or the Faith. 
The zeal which ſhe teſtifies for the preſcr- 
vation of her immunities, is prudent and 
reaſonable ;. becauſe enjoying only the uſu— 


fruct of the poſſeſſions beſtowed on her, ſhe 


is obliged to maintain herſelf in the full 
poſſeſſion of it, that the ſucceſſors may not 
be left without reſource and ſubſiſtance: 
but if force be uſed to deprive her of her 
domaines, in that caſe ſhe only oppoſes co it 
repreſentations and prayers; and it then be- 
comes her duty, according to the precept of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to give not only her coat, but 
her cloak allo, rather than rebel againſt au- 
thority ; remembering that ſhe hath nothing 
in full property, that ſhe may not contradict 


what God faith to his diſciples, carrying 


with you neither gold nor ſilver. 
+ All Power is of God, 
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To theſe ſketches let me add, that the 
Church is extremely rigid in the doctrine. of 
Reſtitution, and that ſhe never entered into 
a compromiſe with any perſon upon that 
head; it being her defire that Juſtice ſhould 
be ſtrictly performed. 

VI. A $PIRIT OF DISINTERESTEDNESS. It 
is a melancholy conſideration that the avi- 
dity of ſome Miniſters has given room. for 
thoſe who do not trace things to their ſource, 
to believe that the Church is actuated by a 
ſtrong ſpirit of ſelf-intereſt ;,—ſhe who knows 
no other treaſures but good works and the 
riches of grace ;—ſhe who has always been 
contented to receive as alms what men have 
been pleaſed to beſtow on her; and who has 
conſtantly warned the Biſhops and prieſts 
that they have no right to more of the riches 
they poſleſs, than what will ſupply them 
with bare neceflaries, and that the overplus 
belongs to the Poor. 

We ſee in the Acts, that the Chriſtians 
who were ſo inclined came to lay their pol- 
ſeſſions at the feet of the Apoſtles, but they 


| themſelves never took the leaſt ſtep to pro- 
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cure them. Such is the Spirit of the Church, 
ſhe receives when men give, but ſhe makes 
it a law to require nothing. If, as St. Paul 
ſaith, a prieſt mult live by the altar, it is 
Juſt that the Faithful furniſh him wherewithal 
to ſubſiſt. 

When, therefore, certain Prieſts or Monks 
abuſed the ſimplicity of the Faithful, to ex- 
tort from them wills in their own favour, 
and ſhewed a rapacity, which muſt be ab- 
horred by every man who is acquainted with 
Religion, this was far from being the act 
of the Church. On ſuch occaſions her 
name was abuſed, in order, more eftectually, 
to anſwer the purpoſes of fraud. 

If we would ſee the real Spirit of the 
Church in this matter, let us turn our eyes 
on St. Auguſtine, who, more than once, 
offered to his congregation to give up to 
them all his church-lands, and he and his 
clerks to live upon the offerings and contri- 
butions, as was the cuſtom among the Le- 
vites under the ancient law. 

We learn by his Sermons that he often 
refuſed legacies which had been legally be- 
queathed 


Ot. SEE ES 


ä ns Rb 


—& & | 


—_ — 
- . 


CI EET 


q J 

* 
=; 
4 

= 
\ 

i 

\v 

3s 
= » 
< 1 p 
F# 
2 
7 
7 
J 


62 rn 
queathed to him, either from unwillingneßs 
to impoveriſh families, or a knowledge that 
the miniſters of the altars ought to. be con- 
tented with a little. 

It it happened that. a father, incenſed 
againſt his children, diſinherited them at his 
death, and beſtowed” his fortune on the 
Church, he rejected it with a Holy indig- 
nation, as a fruit of bitterneſs and wrath, in 
the full perſuaſion. that it is unlawful to 
profit by the wrong done to another. 

Thus acted Aurlius, Biſhop. of Carthage 
A man having beſtowed his poſſeſſions on 
the Church, afterwards: had children, con- 
trary to his expeCtation ; immediately that 
illuſtrious - and worthy: Prelate reſtored to 
him the whole, to which he thought him- 
felt obliged by the law of God. 

If it was-neceflary to : commence a law- 
ſuit, .in order to ſecure a conteſted ſucceſh- 
on, St. Auguſtine immediately abandoned it, 
being, unwilling: that a community eſtabliſh- 
ed by him ſhould go to law for periſhable 
riches. © We have neither ſtores, nor ſtrong 
% box,” ſaid he; . © becauſe had we any 

_« thing 
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4 thing more than bare neceſlaries, it would 
a be the property of the Poor.“ 

It is not to be doubted that the Church 
then ſpoke by his mouth, and for. the ho- 
nour of Religion,. which abhors avidity, it 
could be wiſhed that all-the Miniſters of the 
Lord had always acted and thought in the 
{ame manner. 

Tell me how can a fo-iety, founded by a 
legiſlator born in a ſtable, and who, during 
his mortal life, had not where to lay his 
head, entertain any attachment- for periſh- 
able riches? For. her.children ſhe deſires only 
food and clothing, and this is ſo true, that 
ſhe aſks of God only neceſſaries for the day: 
Panem quotidianum (daily bread). A. Biſhop 
commits. murder, ſaith St. Bernard, ſo often 
as having it in his power: to relieve a poor 
man, who endureth hunger, he acquits not 
himſelf of that important duty. 

It is not contrary to the Spirit of the 
Church to poſſeſs riches, becauſe the Apoſ- 
tles themſelves accepted them; but ſhe uſes 
them as if ſhe uſed them not according to 
the example of her auguſt head. Beſides, 
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ſhe has always taught that the poſſeſſions - 
the enjoys in their origin, are the alms of the c 
the Faithful, in their uſe, the patrimony of & Preat 
the Poor. T the 10 
| x the ' 
VII. A $pirrT or Power. By this we ners; 
mean not a raſh reſiſtance to the Powers g prud 
which God has eſtabliſned, nor a profane into 
ardour for war and battles, and the employ- T meth 
ment of arms, which are put into the hands her: 
of men by a ſpirit of revolt, but an evan- MF the 1 
gelical firmneſs, which, repulſing error, treats may 
mildly thoſe who go aſtray, and thunders Silei 
againſt the vices, while ſhe ſolicits pardon for 
the guilty. V 


Accordingly, when it is ſaid, that the 
Church ought ſometimes to employ Power, 
it is meant her Spiritual Power; which is ſo 
true, that the firſt Chriſtians ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be butchered, rather than rebel 
againſt the edicts of the Emperors; and 
the moiſt Holy Biſhops in all times ſolicited 
the pardon of Apoſtates, deſiring only their 
converſion, 
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That Spirit of Power,, which animates 
the Church, appeared with all its luſtre in 
Preaching, Even in the courts of Kings, 
ſhe loudly proclaimed, with Holy intrepidity, 


the terrible truths denounced againſt ſin- 


ners; and ſhe employed, but always with 
prudence, the ſpiritual arms which God put 


into her hands, whenever ſhe judged thoſe 


methods neceſlary, to make the rebels againſt 
her authority re-enter into themſelves ; for 
ſhe was always ſenſible, that indiſcreet zeal 
may do much miſchief, and that commonly 
Silence and Patience are the beſt remedies, 


VIII. A $p1rrT or TRUTH. The Church 
cannot bear with error, though ſhe tolerates 


© thoſe that are infected with it, and this by 


the example of Jeſus Chriſt, who, during 
his reſidence on earth, bore with patience, 


0 being beſet by Sadducees, Samaritans and Pub- 
licans, who were the infidels, the ſchiſmatics, 


and the open ſinners of thoſe times. 
There cannot be quoted in the ſucceſſi- 
on of ages, a ſingle inſtance where the 


| Church came to a compromiſe with error.— 
She 
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She always oppoſed a wall of braſs to al! 
the hereſies invented by the Spirit of Pride 
ſhe always preſerved herſelf a pure virgin in 
the midſt of corruption, without dreading 
threats or torments. The Holy Spirit, by 
teaching her all truth, gave her power to 
reſiſt all errors. 

Nothing can be more admirable, than to 
ſee all the Sects ſucceſſively fall at her feet, 
and diſappear like thoſe ſtorms, which, after 
threatening univerſal deſtruction, are diſſi- 
pated in a moment. 

In vain have attacks been'made in every 
age on the great truths of Religion taught 
by the Church; they will never be demon- 
ſtrated to be falſe. Accordingly we ſee that 
heretical and impious perſons employ only 
fophiſms and ironies, when they. aſſail the 
doctrines and myſteries of religion: this is 
their whole reſource, and, to men of ſound 
Judgment, this is the beſt proof, that they 
have no ſolid reaſons to urge. 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ſhews us the Church 


in every age ſtill immaculate in her prac- 
tice and her faith. The more ſhe. abound- 
| ed 
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ed with miniſters. deſtitute of her Spirit, the 
more did ſhe appear- divine in the eyes of 
the unprejudiced and diſpaſhonate. Had 
ſhe been. a ſociety merely human, ſhe muſt 
naturally have ſuffered. herſelf to be carried 
away by the torrent of vices and errors; 
but her incorruptibility, notwithſtanding 
ſo many offences in open defiance of virtue, 
proclaim the excellence of her original, and 
the prerogatives with which ſhe has been 
inveſted by the Deity. "Though. Faith be 
daily decaying, ſhe remains the ſame now 
that ſhe was in the days of the Apoſtles : 
ſhe always teaches the ſame truths, and is 
always ready to ſuffer martyrdom, if an at- 
tempt be made to deprive her of them. 

Theſe are truths eaſy to be demonſtrated, 
and which it is neceſſary to: ſet in a conſpi- 
cuous point of view, when we would la- 
bour in the converſion of our erring bre- 
thren. Unhappily they have confounded 


the Church with her Miniſters, ſo far as to 


charge her with a thouſand iniquities, upon 
which ſhe looks with. horror. As it would 


be the greateſt injuſtice to attack temporal 
power, 
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power, under the pretext that there have been 
princes, who, in the moſt enormous manner, 
abuſed their authority, ſo it is a violation 
of all the rules of equity, to impute to the 
Church the exceſſes of a few of her Mini. 
ſters. 

The ſanctity, and conſequently the mo— 
deration, of the Church once proved, the 
next ſtep is to demonſtrate that ſhe neither 
has made, nor can make, any innovation in 
the Faith; firſt, becauſe as being the ſpouſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe cannot err; ſecondly, 
becauſe the day, the hour, the moment of 
her error would be known, it being impoſ- 
fible, that, in a ſociety diſperſed over the 
whole earth, innovations ſhould creep in 
without any proteſtation againſt them ; at- 
terwards it ought to be explained in what 
conſiſts that Spirit of Meekneſs, with which 
the Church was always animated, and proot 
adduced, that, far from. abhorring that to- 
leration which protects the perſons without 
winking at the falſe doctrines of Heretics, 
it has always been her doctrine, and that 

ſuch 


SO EK 


—_—_———— 
. o & 3 


9 


ſuch 1 
partu 

Al 
great 
cond 


love 
; thing 


Faith 

Di 
tiona 
necel 


view 


Chu 


1nnu 
from 


* 


her 
with 
the 1 
the « 
nece 


tend 


cere 
Zep1 


nnen enen. 69 


ſuch men cannot he harraſſed, without a de- 
parture from her maxims. 

Above all, it would be neceſſary to ſhew 
great charity towards them; and, out of 
condeſcendence to their weakneſs, from a 
love of peace, allow them every liberty in 
things pot inconſiſtent with Morality and the 
Faith, 

Diſcipline, being in certain points diſcre- 
tionary, can never be changed on a more 
neceſſary occaſion, than when we have it in 
view to recall into the boſom of unity an 
innumerable multitude, who have broken 
from it. 

What an acquiſition would it be to the 
Church, did the Proteſtants again return into 
her pale! they would mingle their lights 
with ours; and this would form a league 
the moſt admirable and moſt efficacious tor 
the overthrow of infidelity ; but it would be 
neceſſary to receive them with an effuſion of 
tenderneſs, capable of demonſtrating our fin- 
ccre affection, and never to hint the leaſt 


zeproach for what is paſt. 
This 


1 


rn 


This is an event we ought all to deſire 
with the moſt lively ardor; for nothing is 
more afflicting than to ſee a wall of brass 
between Chriſtians, who believe equally the 


great myſteries of the Trinity and Redemp- 


tion, i. e. the fundamental points of their 
common Religion, * 
The Church, like a tender mother, who 


always remembers the children that have | 


been ſeduced from her, never loſes fight of 
this re- union. 


is no doubt but they would feel for her 
pain, and eagerly haſten to relieve it by a 
ſincere return; but unhappily they have 


formed to themſelves the moſt hideous pic- | 


ture of the Romiſh religion, by ſuppoſing 
her of a perſecuting ſpirit. Yet they ought 


Were the Proteſtants wel! 
acquainted with her good affection, ther: | 


to know, that in Rome herſelf, the Pro- | 
teſtants are treated with the greateſt Kind- 
neſs; and that, from the manner in which 


they are received there, they may be per- 
ſuaded that ſhe really diſapproves of the 
perſecutions ſtirred up againſt them by Fa- 


naticiſm in thoſe unhappy times, when bot 
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Aides liſtened only to the dictates of blind 


impetuous zeal, 
Would to Heaven it were granted us, 


even at the expence of our own blood, to 


haſten the return of our brethren, for whom 
we feel all poſſible tenderneſs! Woe to 


# thoſe who would retain the leaſt animoſity 
# againſt them! Charity ought to be the 
$ characteriſtic of the Catholics; becauſe it is 
T inſeparable from unity, and he is deſtitute 
b of that virtue who loveth not all mankind 
with ſincerity, or who ſuffers the natural 
averſion he ought to have for errors, to in- 
ſpire him with hatred againſt the perſons of 
Irbeir maintainers, 
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L F the different Inſtitutions which ſet up 
I as inſtructors to edify mankind, and 
whom Religion looks upon as Troops that 
are one day to encreaſe the armies of Hea- 
ven, were of a temper, which made them 
l exclude the reſt of mankind, they ought to 
be cut off from the field of the Lord, like 
baraſitical plants, that come to uſurp a poſ- 
ſeſſion, of which they are not worthy; but 
Fall the Religious Orders have the true Spirit 
| Jof the Church, and they can have no other, 
without being groſs prevaricators. 
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It is not from the exclamations of Here. 
tics and Freethinkers, nor from the abuſe; 
which have gradually crept into Cloiſters, 
nor from the tyranny of ſome Superiors of 


Convents, that we ſhould judge of the Reli. 
gious Orders, but from the Rules eſtabliſhed * 
by their different Founders, which ſhould | 


not be confounded with ſubſequent expla- 


nations of their Conſtitutions ; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe it is not always a ſpirit of 
wiſdom and equity which interprets and 


comments upon the original Inſtitutions. 


There is not a ſingle Religious Order 
which may not boldly expoſe itſelf to the | 
ſtricteſt examination, if it appears dreſſed 
only in its firſt Rules, which were dictated 


by the Inſtitutor. 


I will begin with the Order of St. Bene- 


dict, which preſents itſelf, after having ſub- 


ſiſted, without interruption, for twelve centu- | 
ries, notwithſtanding the 1gnorance and cor- 
ruption of the intervening times, till it has 


deſcended to the preſent, and I find it re- 


plete with wiſdom and diſcretion, Nothing. 


3s to be ſeen but peace, gentleneſs, charity, 
and 


| . 
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nd ſuch moderation even with regard to 


| thoſe who deſert from them, that their ſa- 
Fcred Founder does not chooſe that they 
þ ſhould be purſued or diſturbed ; judging, 
Sand with reaſon, that a vicious Monk, is an 
open precipice in a community, where all 
the reſt may throw themſelves headlong ; 
Sand that nothing is ſo proper as to cut off 
ban infectious or diſeaſed ſheep from the 
Hock, leſt the whole ſhould be tainted. 


# From hence the Councils have called the 


Rules of St. Benedict, The Holy Rules, ad- 


2 


wi. 


Wing, that they were compoſed by the ſame 


Kind of Spirit which the Church employed 
Sn dictating the Canons. Among the many 
Precepts which they contain, they chiefly 
include an obligation to bodily labour, be- 
Fauſe the firſt Founders of the different Or- 
ers wiſhed that their Diſciples ſhould live 
s the Apoſtles lived, by engaging in em- 
: ployments which would procure them ſub- 


Witance, 
If they have not always been engaged in 
I echanical employments, it is owing to 


heir being encouraged by objects much 
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more deſerving their attention, for they 


thought it was their duty to diſpel that dark- 
neſs and ignorance which overſpread almoſt 
the whole world till the ninth or tenth Cen- 


tury, when, notwithſtanding the truths of | 


Religion, which are invariably the ſame, the 
greateſt part of the Eccleſiaſtics ſunk into 
the molt ſlothful idleneſs. 

Then the Friars of the Order of St. Be- 


nedict were ſeen to employ their whole time 


in endeavouring to reſtore the light of the 
Goſpel, and to ſpread themſelves abroad in 
Cities, as well as in the country, which they 
rendered habitable by conſtant cultivation, 
There are a number of cities in Europe 
that owe their exiſtence to the diſciples of 


St. Benedict, who employed a moſt indefa- 


n 


tigable zeal when they were engaged in im- 
proving the face of the country, or the un- 


derſtandings of men. 

With views ſomewhat different, the Rules 
of the Order of St. Dominick and St. 
Francis were no leſs prudent. Theſe illuſ- 
trious Saints who came to revive the ſpirit 


of repentance, at a time when it ſeemed to 


be 


THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS, 77 


be entirely loſt, thought very wiſely to ſe- 
cond the zeal of the Eccleſiaſtics, or to make 
up for the ſmallneſs of their number, that 
the Church had occafion for a corps de-re- 
| erve, from whence they might draught aux- 
iliary troops when it was found neceſſary. 

It was with this view that the Sovereign 
Pontiffs approved of the Dominican and 
Franciſcan Orders; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that the Friars of theſe Orders diſ- 
charged their duty wich ſucceſs, and that a 
multitude of Dioceſes, even to the extremity 
of the earth, have been. the theatres of their 
Apoſtolical labours. | 

Francis d' Aſſize, that poor man, whoſe 
native ſimplicity marked him out as an ob- 
ject of derifion, for a number of Freethinkers 
who endeavoured to expoſe him to ridicule, 
has compoſed a ſet of Rules, every article 
of which diſplays his good ſenſe : they are 
reduced to a ſmall compaſs, but contain 
moſt excellent inſtruction. It does not ap- 
pear that he was a fool by recommending to 
his children even to diſpoſe of the ſacred 
utenſils to relieve the ſick, if the abilities 
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of the community were inſufficient for that | 


duty; and in ſaying that it is much more 
pleaſing in the ſight of God to have the Poor 

aſſi ſted than his altars decorated. 
Having no language but the language of 
the Goſpel, there is nothing extravagant in 
the laws which he has eſtabliſhed, He knew 
the faulty methods which were employed 
in the direction of the Monks; and, on pur- 
poſe to expoſe the ridiculous cuſtoms at a 
general chapter, he aſſumed the tone, de- 
meanour, and gait of Friar Elias, who had 
a conceited manner; yet this Friar Elias was 
a Monk exceedingly capable of governing. 
If all the Religious Orders have not been 
ſteady in keeping exactly to their rules, by 
giving into ſome exceſs of ſeverity or remiſſ- 
neſs, it is becauſe there is no ſociety, except 
the Church, which has the priviledge of in- 
fallibility, and that men are naturally ſubject 
to changes. Beſides, why ſhould we be fur- 
prized to ſee that the Religious Inſtirutions 
have declined, ſince the Chriſtians of the firſt 
ages were ſo different from the preſent ? I 
confeſs that they have been too much mul- 
tiplied, 
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tiplied, and that the Lateran Council very 
prudently endeavoured to reſtrain the num- 
ber, becauſe it 1s extremely difhcult for a 
great aſſembly of people to preſerve a proper 
fervour in their devotions, and becauſe the 
ſtate ſhon!d not be depopulated to people 
communities. 

Il do not mean to enter into an examina- 
tion of all the Rules by which Monaſterics 
and Convents are guided; I only propoſe 
that they ſhould be inquired into before a 
© ſuit is commenced againſt any Religious 
Order. The world judges only from ap- 
pearances, otherwiſe they would not con- 
ſtantly rail againſt the abuſes of the Cloiſter, 
and, far from attacking the effence of the 
regular Inſtitutions, they would approve of 
E their purpoſes and motives. 

Ic is not the Roman Catholic Religion 


only which dedicates a part of her children to 


retirement: China, which is quoted every 
day as a model of excellent government, has 
its Bonzes, and Turkey its Derviſes. It 
would be cruel in any Government to pre- 
vent thoſe people, who have a particular de- 

p E 4 ſire 


er 
+ : 


r 
3 * * 5 * 


pan A IH 
2 


3 5 > FCS = 


+= 67 


% 
— 


5 
10 
6 \ 


—  O— — — 
— 


— - 
-— 2 —_ : 2 
1 * : = - g - 
= > — — - => — * — 2 


— 1 


9 TI IOPEEs 


5 
| 
; 
4 
f 
F 
r 


to, OE STS Oo. 


— 


— —— 
a 


2 I IE OE 


_ 257 
- Yes... 


— 2 
-F= 


py 


= 


— 
* 


— 
n 


TY -— = a 


80 or Tn $SPIR1T Oy 


fire for ſolitude, from following ſuch an in- 
clination. It is true that Sovereigns ſhould 
enquire whether the number be not too 
great, and finding that to be the caſe, then 
to have them reduced. 

The inſtiturion of St. Ignatius had never 
been attacked, if they had adhered to the 
rules of their pious founder, which breathed 
nothing but what ſhould lead to the Salya- 
tion of ſouls ; but the Generals of the Order, 
who ſucceeded him, put their hands to them, 
and intermixed worldly politicks with the 
moſt edifying regulations. We frequently 
ſee texts ſadly corrupted, by ſome people 
who pretend to expound them. 

Undoubtedly there are ſome conſtitutions 
wherein the omiſſions of the inſtitutors have 
been moſt prudently ſupplied ; but at the 
ſame time I know that there are ſome, who, 
inſtead of improving their rules, have ren- 
dered them more unintelligible, and have 
annihilatgd the true ſpirit of the founders. 


Such is the natural vanity, or turbulent 


diſpoſition of man, that he will perpetually 
introduce ſomething of his own, into what- 
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ever he is engaged in. He does not chooſe 


to be led by the hand, and yet nothing bet- 


ter can be wiſhed for than to have a good 
guide. 


All the Religious Orders were founded 


upon diſintereſtedneſs, and thoſe means 
* which have been employeed to obtain poſ- 
ſeſſions were not adviſed by the founders. 
This is ſo true, that the Vow of Poverty has 
always been placed as the very baſis of their 
rules. St. Auguſtine refuſed a number of 
donations which were offered to his Mo- 
# naſtery ; and if they have been received in 
later times without oppoſition, it was be- 


cauſe they knew that the mendicant ſtate 
expoſed them to a number of inconveniences, 
eſpecially in an age when they only ſeek to 
ridicule thoſe who wear the garb of peni- 
tence, and trace the footſteps of the Apoſtles 
by their uncommon fimplicity, 

It is with great injuſtice that ſome people 
alledge that the Friars, who poſſeſs con- 
fiderable property, ought not to enjoy it, be- 
cauſe they do not perform the ſame ſervices 
they did formerly, Children every day. en- 
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Joy. the rewards which were beſtowed on 
their virtuous progenitors ; and the privi- 
ledges of nobility which gentlemen inherit, 
is a favour granted to the memory of their 
anceſtors. ; 
There ought to be only one rule for judge- 
ing ; but with ſome people, it is enough to 


be a Friar, to be in the wrong; alluding to 


the errors of particular perſons, and ſome 
ſcandals, which are inevitable in numerous 
ſocieties, they charge the vices of a few in- 
dividuals to the whole Order. 

When reaſon aſſumes the ballance, and 
weighs things with impartiality, it will flil} 
be found that there are vices in Cloiſters; 
but at the ſame time ſhe will ſee that virtue 
oreatly predominates. Victims may be {cen 
there ſighing under irrefragable engage- 
ments, and ſhe will acknowledge that the 
world has ſacrificed them; ſhe will ſee jea- 
louſics and altercations there, but ſhe wil! 


recollect at the ſame time that there Were 
jealouſies and altercations even among the | 


Apoſtles, becauſe it is not in Human Na— 
ture to be perfect; and if among the diſci- 
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ples of Jeſus Ch riſt himſelf, one was found 
to betray him, and another to deny him, it 


is by no means ſurprizing that the founders 


of the Religious Orders ſhould have ſome 


unworthy ſubjects, and likewiſe ſome Apoſ- 


tates among their children. 
Every Religious Order, like Religion her- 
ſelf, by its rules, forbids every kind of ex- 


ceſs or abuſe. It is only by making the 


rules bend to their inclinations that Monks 
can become vicious. Happy the man who 
ſees things only as they ought to be ſeen, 
and never ſpeaks but from reaſon and ex- 
perience ! 

There is no eſtabliſhment of any kind into 
which ſome abuſes have not found admiſſion, 


and every inſtitution which contains greater 
advantages than W ought to be 


preſerved. 
There are fo very few people of a right 


way of thinking; their conduct, or their 
; reaſonings, are ſo little guided by principle, 
Wthar we ſhould be guarded againſt the great- 
eſt part of their obſervations, 
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One thing is very unfortunate, that nci. 
ther the Univerſities, nor all the maſters in 
the world, can make us capable of thinking 
correctly: it is a natural combination, which 
is born with us, a manner of viewing things 
which depends upon our conſtitutions.— 
They may rectify our ideas, but they cannot 
entirely change them to make them better it 


they are eſſentially vicious. The mind of | 
man is like his ſight; if there is a radical 


diſorder in his eyes, he will always ſee badly 
or very imperfectly whatever pains are taken 
to obtain a cure. 

I am very far from alledging that they 
who do not ſee the Religious Orders in the 
ſame light that I ſee them, muſt therefor: 
think wrong, but I believe upon good 


grounds, that they judge very improperly ! 


who find fault with the inſtitution. That 
languor which benumbs their ſenſes would 
neither be viſible in their ſtudies, nor in ther 
want of attention to their duties, if care was 


taken to encourage emulation; and if ti 


different Governments kept them employed 
in uſeful labours, either in the education cf 


youth, | 
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youth, or in compoſing Hiſtories, which we 
very much want; or in perfecting Philo- 
ſophy, which in many ot our ſchools is ſtill 
very defective. 

There are great reſources in a numerous 
Society, where different geniuſes, ſubjected 
to wile laws, contribute to the fame pur- 
poſe. By a free communication of ſenti— 
ments and 1deas they inform one another, 
and find in ſociety what never could be had 
in ſolitude. 

There are employments likewiſe, which 
can only be attempted in Communities: E 
ſpeak of Works which require deep inquiry 
and perſeverance, where ſolitude is neceſſary 
to prevent interruption, and companions to 
procure aſſiſtance. 

A Community is a little world, which is 
always renewed and never exhauſted ; ſo that 
when a Writer happens to die, he is eaſily 
replaced by another. 

The illuſtrious Muratori, in a letter to a 
Barnabite, his intimate friend, expreſſes him- 
ſelt in the following manner: „*I perceive 
5 if I had been with you, I could have 
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* found a great many reſources in my la- 
„ bours, that my judgment would have im- 
proved by aſſiſtance, which is not to be 
% procured in ſolitude, and, in a word, that 


„ my works would have been much more 


* correct. Diſtractions are inevitable while 
© we live in Society, but in the Cloiſter a 
* man is always maſter of himſelf,” It was 
thus that great man thought, whoſe judge- 


ment is ſo reſpectable in the eyes of all thoſe 


who know how to eſtimate real merit. 

If a liſt was to be publiſhed of all thoſe 
people in the Religious Orders, who have 
made themſelves celebrated either for their 
eminent virtues, or for their taſte in the 
Arts and Sciences, we would not hear the 
world conſtantly repeating, that e Friars 
are uſcleſs Members of Society. 

It 15 certain that the greateſt part of them 
do not publiſh their works, becauſe fortu- 
nately every man has not talents for ſhining 
as a Writer. An inundation of books and 


writers is undoubtedly a ſcourge. To have 


good Authors there ſhould be only a limited 
number, becauſe there are many more peo- 


ple 


\ 


* 3 —— — — — 


* „323 ˙— — — 


e « 


* Cy 8 3 as. 
bi les A cd 1 
we 


THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS, 87 


ple of erroneous, than truly ſound judge- 
ment. We muſt expect to ſee every kind 
of paradox and ſophiſtry printed, when too 
much 1s written. 

If Authors had no greater fault than that 
of repeating what has been ſaid betore, I 
would readily forgive them, provided that 
whatever they ſerve up again for the enter- 
tainment of the public, ſhould be truly 
good. To reliſh ſome kinds of truths, it is 
neceſſary that they be preſented with the 
appearance of novelty: like a ſuit of 
cloaths which cannot be endured when old, 
but may be worn again moſt chcarfully when 
turned. It is an old picture new varniſhed. 

From ſuch oblervations I.conclude, that 
every eſtabliſhment which has cternal ſalva- 
tion and the public good as the principal 
objects of its attention, ought to be reſpect- 
ed; and that every Religious Order which 
has been. inſtituted with ſuch views, cannot 
have its original regulations attacked, but 
from a diſregard to truth, and a want of 
common ſenſe. 
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Mankind ought not to judge. from the 
antipathy or diſapprobation of individuals; 
for by the ſame rule, the wiſeſt planned or- 
ders, and the moſt uſeful inſtitutions muſt 
be ſuppreſſed. Our judgements ſhould be 
regulated by fome general ſtandard, and if 
we do not attend to comply with it, we ſhall 
be led to declare in favour of prejudices, at 
the very time we think we are combating 
againſt prepoſſeſſions. 

It 1s inconceivable how much the judge- 
ments of men are affected by cuſtom. At a 
time when Religious Orders were held in 
the higheſt eſteem, every Writer took up 
the Pen in their favour ; but in an age when 
they are no longer reliſned, every book that 
is publiſhed attacks them with fury: ſo 
that between the two extremes we ſhould 
endeavour to find ſome certam rule to guide 
our judgement. 

I know, for I have always laid it down 
as a law to myſelf to be impartial, that great 
numbers of Monks and Friars may be a 
burden to ſome ſtates, but it is the duty of 
the Sovereign to examine the advantages and 

dit- 


4 10 11 hog "hd 8 * 
E Hen tt ob pb er 9 ee 


„ cho Thy * 
pe — on, th. „ 


THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS, 89 


diſadvantages, and to regulate their number 
accordingly, and more particularly thoſe 
that live upon Charity. 

It were to be wiſhed, that the greateſt 
part of the Friars were provided for by en- 
dowments, that they might not be expoſed 
to the caprices of an unteeling public ; but 
I ſhould defire no more for them than the 
greateſt moderation, that they might not be 
prevented from attending to their duties. 


We but too commonly ſee thoſe who live in 


abundance, pleaſe themſelves by indulging 
in a life of idleneſs; though riches do not 
ſuit with the vows of religious poverty ; and 
it is by no means right, that a man who has 
formally renounced the conveniencies of life, 
ſhould enjoy them like people who live in 
the world, 

Every Religious Order ought to be em- 
ployed in ſome uſeful purpoſe; for in a well- 
regulated ſtate we ſhould not have people 
who only pray, but likewiſe people who 
are active for the good of the community. 
A kingdom whoſe inhabitants were entirely 


E ſpeculative, would ſoon ſink to ruin. Heads 
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and hands are wanted to make commerce 
and abundance circulate through the whole, 
and every man, who is a native of the State, 
ſhould contribute to the happineſs and good 
order of his fellow citizens, 

If the Friars publiſhed ſome works among 
the many with which they have enriched 
the public, which people now a-days would 
not attempt to read, from their being fo 
filled with abſurd and ridiculous queſtions, 
it was much leſs their fault than that of the 
age in which they lived. Some people who 
compoſed wretched books about two hun- 
dred years ago, would write very well in the 
preſent age, fo that it is with reaſon we ſay, 
the human genius depends much upon the 
taſte of the times in which we live, An age 
which has no paſſion for ſtudy, can never 
inſpire a ſpirit of emulation: nor the age 
of bad philoſophy produce any but wretched 
Philoſophers. 

I am always diſtreſſed when I ſee the ef- 
forts of genius thwarted for want of proper 
encouragement. The Order of St. Francis 


alone has produced a multitude of learned 
men, 
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men, who would be much better known 
and in greater eſtimation, if the times in 
which they lived could have corrected their 
manner of writing and teaching. It is thus 
we ought to judge of men and lament their 
misfortunes, rather than inſult them when 
they have been ſo unlucky as not to have 
had that aſſiſtance they ſo much wanted, 
There are a great number of queſtions 
which Scotus, ſurnamed the Subtil Doctor, 
would not have handled if he had been our 
Contemporary, I do not fear to aſſert, that 
he would have been one of our moſt emt- 
nently learned men, had his genius been 
differently cultivated ; like a plant which 
produces only indifferent fruit, while it ve- 
getates amidſt thorns in a poor ſtony foul, 
but if tranſported to a kinder climate would 
repay our care by its ſuperior excellence, 
The ſentiments of mankind depend upon 
ſuch a variety of circumſtances, that all their 


\ windings and turnings ſhould be examined 


before we pretend to affix a value to them. 
The greateſt part of the Authors who wrote 
during the barbarous ages, if they were to 
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return at preſent, would tear in pieces their 
own works, that they might give us ſom? 
more excellent than their former writings, 
To live in an age of taſte and emulation is 
a great incitement for an author ; for al. 


though he may have but indifferent abilities, 


he imperceptibly acquires both learning and 
taſte, ar.d finds himſelf capable of writing 
with prccifion and wonderful accuracy. 
Perhaps we ſhall be looked upon as Go. 
thic, by ſucceeding ages, for we have no rea- 
ſon to believe that we have attained the ſum- 
mit of perfection. It is very poſſible that 
men may expreſs themſelves in ſome future 
period much better than we do at preſent, 
and likewiſe diſcover many things of which 
we are ignorant. Human reaſon never reſts 
at one point; it rather runs retrograde than 
remain inactive, which was very evidently 
ſeen immediately after the age of Auguſtus, 
when the maſculine eloquer ce of the greateſt 
maſters was neglected, to run. after puns and 
qu:bbles. 
The different ages proceed at a very irre- 
gular rate; from whence it is, that the Re- 
Iig'ous 
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ligious Orders have at fome times been highly 
praiſed, and at others equaily decried ; but 
Religion alone, which never changes, muſt 
fix the ſtandard of their merit. She grieves 
moſt certainly when ſhe beholds men, who 
have renounced this world, ſtill retaining 
the ſame diſpoſitions, and her ſole deſire is 
to ſee them amend their lives; but ſhe can 
diſtinguiſh what conſtitutes the eſſence of 
rules from their abule, 
A Friar who, upon a pretence of having 
a reſpect for his Order, attempts to vindi- 
cate every abuſe which has been introduced, 
deſerves no attention, We ſhould never 
pretend to ſhut our eyes againſt whatever 1s 
reprehenſible; but if the Evangeliſts have 
ingenuouſly related the treachery of Judas, 
and Peter's denial of Chriſt, it muſt be with 
a-very bad grace that we can pretend to 
vindicate all thoſe of the Order who ſtray 
trom their duty. It is nothing but an in- 
folent preſumption which can induce the 
members of Religious Communities to de- 
tend the guilty. The records of the Order 
of St. Benedict, have not been thought a 
dil- 
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diſcredit to the Order, by relating that ſome 
of the Monks attempted to poiſon their 
Founder, The tares are mixed with the 
good grain in the Religious Inſtitutions, as 
well as the Church. 

It is neceflary, for the honour of Religion 
and the good of kingdoms, that a Socicty 
which becomes infamous, either from its 
mtrigues, ambition, or immoralities, ſhould 
not only be reformed but ſuppreſſcd. A 
Religious Order becoming uleleſs to the 
State, is a ſufficient reaſon for its being abo- 
liſhed. The edification and advantage of 
our neighbour, was the principal view of 
the Founders of all the different Orders ; 
let us ſecond their intentions, and labour, 
without ceafing, to diſcharge faithfully the 
duties of the Paſtoral Functions with which 
we have been entruſted, Theſe are my re- 
flections upon the Regular Inſtitutions, and 
ſuch are my deſires. 
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OF THE 
DIFFERENT NATIONS, 


AND 


PARTICULAKLY: OF THE 


FTALEANS 


S far as the life and occupations of a 
Monk would permit, I have ſtudied 


the ſeveral nations who inhabit our own 
quarter of the world; and, from the ſketch- 


es of them, I have ſeen either among the 


PN ICY GN: Leg 


foreigners with whom I have had occaſion 
to be acquainted, or the accounts of tra- 
vellers, or laſtly the pictures preſented to 


3 us by hiſtory; I have remarked that there 


is a ſimilarity and harmony of character, by 


; which they are cloſely united, and that their 


difference is much leſs owing to a diſſimi- 
La of genius, than to the degrees of light 
in which they are ſeen. 


It 
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It follows that, according to my view of 
things, a Laplander would have the ſame 
talents with an Italian, were his education 
and climate equally favourable.—Hence 
comes it that in all countries we find juſt 
thinkers and equitable judges. We knoy 
not how extenſive the capacity of a peaſant's 
ſoul may be, becauſe it is preſented to us 
under a ruſtic outſide, and incruſted with a 
rude bark. We even ordinarily judge that 
ſoul to be leſs than nothing ; and yet there 
1s room to believe, that it is capable of 
doing wonders, were proper opportunities 
offered for the diſplay of its powers. 

Sextus Quintus and lately Cardinal Albe- 
roni would have remained for ever buried in 


themſelves, had not lucky accidents ſtruck | 
fire from the flint. The world is a vaſt | 
field, in which the different geniuſes of men 
are ſo many ſeeds ſcattered at random, which | 
fructify or miſcarry, according to the wind | 
that blows. If it be favourable, they be- 
come trees equally magnificent in foliage, 
and excellent in fruit; if unfavourable, they) 


preſent only a frightful ſterility, 
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The ſoul, by its union with the body, is 
reduced to a dependance upon the ages, the 
ſeaſons and elements. In ſome it always 
remains in a ſtate of infancy ; becauſe it 
has found no hand to rear and give it 
ſtrength : in others it acquires a perfect man- 
hood; becaule care is taken to ſurround it 
with every thing proper to vivity and illu- 
minate it. 


Conformable to theſe obſervations, we 


may freely conclude that an Engliſhman, 


carried into Spain, and receiving the edu- 
cation of a Spaniard, would become much 
1 leſs induſtrious; and that, on the contrary, a 
native of Madrid, tranſplanted into London, 
| and brought up there, would have an en- 
S tirely different way of thinking. 


The ſeveral countries form ſo many diſ- 


tinct points of view, which determine the 
operations of the mind. So cloſely are the 
moral and natural world connected here 
below, that we often behold wonderful ac- 
Wtions, which notwithſtanding are to be at- 
Fributed merely to the influence of external 
cauſes. 
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An ancient philoſopher juſtly ſaid, that 
our ſenſes are ſo many windows through 
which we receive all kinds of impreſſions, 
and that our foul, being naturally indolent, 
almoſt always contents herſelf with looking 
through theſe openings, inſtead of reflecting 
back upon herſelf. If ſhe fixes her looks 
invariably on the north, ſhe perceives none 
but chilling, gloomy objects; it, on the con- 
trary, ſhe turns her eyes to the ſouth, the 
proſpect inſpires her with warmth and chear. 
fulneſs. | 


A ſublime Genius ſuffers not his thoughts 


to be guided by ſuch views ; accordingly 


he is ranked in the claſs of phaenomena, | 


and tke more juſtly, as we are inſenſibly led 


captive by ſenſible objects. From our in- 
fancy we have ſome ideas, though ori- 
ginally introduced by the moſt trifling in- | 
cidents, which direct us, during the whole | 
courſe of our life, and inſpire us either |, 
with courage or cowardice, raſhneſs or ſu- 


perſtition, 


The generality of mankind may there- | 


fore be ſaid to be only an aſſemblage oi 
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TY circumſtances. Some judge ill only be- 
FS cauſe they have frequented the company of 
men who had an erroneous caſt of thinking; 
others have a ſound underſtanding only be- 
# cauſe they have had the good luck to read 


a work that ſtruck them, and gave them 


principles. The Engliſhman is an enthuſi- 
aſtic admirer of his own conſtitution, only 
þ becauſe the word liberty has been buzzed 
into his ears from his infancy : the Chineſe 
believes himſelf the greateſt of mankind, 
only becauſe it is inceſſantly repeated to him 
that he has more invention and more in- 
duſtry than all the Europeans together. 


When a cauſe is brought before a tribu- 


nal, it would be natural to preſume, or 
; even to look upon it as a certainty, that all 
the judges would ſee it with the ſame eyes; 
Het it engenders as many different opinions 
as there are perſons; becauſe one has heard 
his grandfather ſay that things ought to be 
"BF; and becauſe another has diſtorted his 
underſtanding by an affectation of ſingu- 
arity, the offspring of miſtaken pride. 
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For example, I have ſeveral times re. 
marked that a book which mct with the 
moſt general applauſe, yet diſpleaſed ſome 
men only, becauſe they would not ſwim 
with the torrent, and thought it derogatory 
from their dignity to ſuffer themſelves to be 
carried away by the judgement of the pub- 
lic. 

The ſoul muſt ſecure herſelf from a thou- 
ſand things if ſhe would preſerve her em— 
pire ; above all ſhe muſt watch againſt all 
the prejudices with which ſhe is beſet by 


the paſſions, even before ſhe has the power | 
of reflection, and in this ſhe can ſucceed 
only by interrogating her reaſon, and com- 


paring one thing with another: ſhe ougiit 
to adopt the ſentiment of the French phi- 
loſopher, and ſubject every thing to a me- 
thodical doubt, But this is a much more 


difficult matter than men imagine; and | 
hence comes it that ſo many ſouls, which 
had the beſt diſpoſitions, ſtop in their jour- | 
ney, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, and | 


a thouſand inconveniences prevent them 
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from ever arriving at the point for which 
they ſet out. 


1 


It follows that the man is much indebted 
to providence, who finds in his climate, his 
education, the form of his government, 


cd 


# means to raiſe him above the ſentiments of 
| the vulgar. This is a ſecond life a thou- 
1 ſand times more valuable than the firſt, eſ- 
- | Þ peciaily if the principles he has imbibed be 


* 


- | founded in true religion. 

IF 3 From this I never detach my idea of 
y Man, not becauſe I am a Monk, but be- 
er cauſe it is certainly agreeable to reaſon and 
dF Y experience that we loſe the greateſt part of 
1- | Four exiſtence, if we know not the truth in 
it F the point moſt eſſential both for this world, 
1- | Fand that which is to come. 

| My ſoul, by making the body every mo- 
e ; ment ſenſible that ſhe is its ſovereign, and 
nd | Wobliging it to obey her pleaſure, teaches me 
ch | that I am not a being merely material, and 
Ir- | What there 1s certainly ſome part of me which 
nd FAY Imuſt ſurvive my muſcles and my nerves. 


| Ply thought then is too valuable to be aban- 
doned to chance, and the ſubſtance which 


F 3 produces 
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produces it too ſublime not to be applied to 
ſerious objects. And it is an indiſputable 
truth, that none but ſuch as are immortal 
ought to fix our deſires, and none but ſuch 
can compleatly ſatisfy them. 

When a man ſays that our being born in 
one climate rather than another is a thing 
merely caſual, he ſpeaks. like a ſcholar of 
Lucretius or Epicurus. An eternal, all- 
ruling Providence has determined the birth 
of one man rather at Pekin than at Rome, 
and this for reaſons which, though eternal, 
are unknown to us, becauſe they are the 
ſecrets of the Divinity. Accordingly we 
neither can nor ought to reproach any per- 
ſon with the lowneſs of his origin, nor the 
miſerable ſtate in which he was born. Shall 
I afk an ear of corn why it grows in a bar- 
ren field rather than in a well-cultivated ſoil ? 
The hand of the Creator hath ſown accord- 
ing to his will, and he will reap according 
to his pleaſure, 

It is the property of Reaſon, as being 
the growth of every climate, to form juſt 
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views and exact deciſions, unleſs a ſnare be 
laid for her, and ſhe be deceived. 

The opinions of men which have taken 
their birth almoſt entirely from the preju- 
dices of infancy or country, ought to be 
dumb in preſence of the truth, becauſe that 
is a truth which, the ſame in Siberia as in 
Holland, exiſts in all climates, in ſome 
more concentred, in others more diffuſed, 
but always exiſting, always bounding tri- 
umphant over the flood of crimes. and errors 
in which the world hes drowned. 

Some have only an oblique, others a di- 


rect, view of this truth; and, what is amaz- 
ing, we often think we have found her 


when we have only met with Falſhood. Ac- 
cordingly Philoſophers have, for whole cen- 
turies, ſucceſſively miſled one another in their 
relearches, and their miſtakes have been the 
more fatal, as they looked upon themſelves 
to be the ſole uracles. of the Univerſe. 
When Impoſture dares to give herſelf out 
tor Truth, we ſee only falſe principles, which 
are taken for the beſt beaten roads, and we 
plunge into a gulph of errors. 
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When nations are thoroughly examined, 
it 1s difficult to judge which deſerves the 
preference. Great virtues are commonly ac. 
companied with great faults, in order to in- 
ſtruct man that he ought at the ſame time 
to be high-minded and humble, and to keep 
him in a juſt medium between confidence 
and fear. The nations which give the leaſt 
ſigns of extenſive intellectual powers, and 
who, from being deeply immerſed in igno- 
rance, are kept in obſcurity and almoſt bu- 
ried in oblivion, are ſeldom acquainted with 
great crimes, which ſeem to accompany the 


moſt ſublime actions. Hence comes it, that 
heroiſm ſcarce ever exiſts without atrocity; 


and when we analyze the high feats of all 
thoſe conquerors who are extolled as prodi- 


gics of valour and genius, we ordinarily find 


them ſhaded by the blackeſt horrors. 
Accordingly it may be ſaid, that Italy is 
not now dreadful for its crimes, becauſe it 
is no longer famous for great exploits. 
Parcelled out into a number of diſtinct 
ſhares by the different ſtates within its cir- 
Cuit, it can neither extend its territory, nor 
raiſe 
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raiſe its head at the time when it was re- 
renowned for being the aflemblage of every 
moral virtue and every crime, 

The Romans, of whole ſtock, conſidering 
them relatively to their power and valour, 
we are only very feeble ſhoots, finding no 
bounds to their authority, and giving laws 
even to the world, ſignalized themſelves by 
every method in order to make their names 
immortal. They were at the height of joy, 
provided they were talked of; and all the 
carth acknowledged their empire and trem- 
bled at their name. 

Chriſtianity, which blotted them from the 
earth, by confining their deſcendants within 
the circle of truth, no more permitted thoſe 
renowned robberies, miſcalled exploits ; and 
the humble virtues then ſuccceding to thoſe 
ebullient ſallies which were entitled mag- 
nanimity, but which had no other principle 
than pride, Italy entirely loſt every thing 
that had acquired her the moſt brilliant 
luſtre, It naturally followed upon the di- 
viſion of a dominion as extenſive as ab- 


4 ſolute, that the love of glory ſhould decay, 
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and opportunities of riſing to diſtinction be. 
came leſs frequent. A country neceffarily 
becomes pacific, when it ceaſes to be power. 
ful; as it is unable to oppreſs, and unwilling 
to be oppreſſed : but men, even in their de- 
generacy, always preſerve ſomething of their 
ancient original ; the Italians, having no op- 
portunity to diſtinguiſh themſelves by bril- 
lant-victories, tried to acquire glory by the 
Arts and Sciences. If we trace every age 
from the fall of Pagan Rome, we ſhall find 
that this has always been their ruling pal- 
fion. We love to make a noiſe in the world 
by ſome means or other: he who 1s not Cz- 
far, wiſhes to be Sextus. Quintus; and he 
who is not Virgil, wiſhes to be Taſſo. 

The manners inſenfibly took a tincture 
from the wonderful change which happencd 
in Italy ; when the Capitol fell proſtrate at 
the feet of the diſcipled of the Croſs, and 
the triumph. of Chriſtianity was complete: 
then the martial virtues diſapeared to make 
way for the pacific; and as every thing de- 
generates, and the moſt excellent things arc 
always accompanied by their abuſe, the bo- 

1 dies 
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dies and minds of the Italians ſunk in 
effeminate ſoftneſs. —Not that the Goſpel, 
that book truly divine, authorizes floth and: 
ſenſuality, of which, on the contrary, it is 
the greateſt enemy, by continually recom- 
mending mortification of our appetites ; but 
as this viſible world. unhappily ſtrikes us 
more than thoſe things which we do not ſee, 
and the penance commanded us in the ſacred 
books is not an object of celebrity, as were 
the fatigues endured in the field of Mars, 
the modern Romans cannot rival the fame of. 
the ancient, ' 

There are only a few ſouls deeply im- 
preſſed by Heaven, whom nothing ſtops in 
the career of Salvation : but the greateſt 
number abandon themſelves to idleneſs. 

Thus, among the Italians, they who nei- 
ther cultivate the Sciences nor Arts, and who 
are not animated by that ſpirit of Chriſtia- 
nity which prompts to the moſt glorious ac- 
tions, remain in oblivion. Formerly all the 
Romans only compoſed one individual; the 
exploits of a ſingle man reflected luſtre on 
the whole body, and every member had his 

F 6 | thare 
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ſhare in the glory ; and this was the reaſon 
of their becoming ſo renowned. 

When men have not important common 
intereſts, and are under different maſters, 
each of whom has his peculiar mode of go- 
verning, great actions ſtand ſingle; and if 
a hero ſtarts up, he is ſo only for himſelf; 
the nation 1s not inflamed by his example, 
This is exactly our poſition ; the Venetian 
receives no pleaſure from the glory of the 
Roman, nor the native of Milan from the 
Neapolitan. Subject to different fovereigns, 
they are much more inclined to leſſen than 
exalt each other's reputation. 

Hence it neceſſarily happens that emula- 
tion grows torpid, and the Italians are de- 
prived of the grand ſprings which prompt 
almoſt all men to diſtinguith themſelves,-- 
Money and Glory. The leſs extenſive ter- 
ritories a ſovereign poſſeſſes, the leſs is his 
trade and the fewer are his ſubjects; conſe- 
quently the leſs are the rewards of merit in 
his power. Beſides, how many are there 


who will do nothing if they are not paid! 
From 
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From this diſplay of facts it is viſible that 
we are conſtrained by neceſſity to be indo- 
lent; our different ſtates are too limited to car- 
ry on wars or to awaken a ſpirit of induſtry. 

However, after ſo many wars and revo— 
lutions, it is no {mall matter to be what we 
are. Thanks to the Chriſtian Religion, 
which, by furniſhing us with the means of 
being humbly beneficent, and of ſanctifying 
ourſelves, hath put us in a capacity of gain- 
ing a more ſolid and durable glory than all 
that the Romans could acquire. 

Were this worid cternal, and were there 
no other life but that which we enjoy here 
below, it would be a diſadvantage not to be 
a Roman ; but Chriſtianity, by joining us 
in the molt intimate union with God him- 
ſelf, by ſhewing us the whole world as in- 
deed a beautiful but a momentary ſpectacle, 
communicates to us a greatneſs infinitely 
ſuperior to that of all the Pagans. It 1s 
not to the man who can take towns and 
conquer kingdoms, that the Faith gives the 
title of Immortal ; but to him who, in the 
midſt of all the creatures, beholds only the 

Creator, 
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Creator, and who may defy the whole world 


to ſeparate him from this grand object. 7 
Thus the Italians, conſidered in this view, egqu 
far from being inferior to the Romans, have | tho 
the greateſt ſuperiority over them; and if ; Mi. 
they do not bear arms as formerly, we muſt | Da! 
lay the blame entirely on the nature of their N the 
government, and the trammels put upon pai 
them, by not ſuffering them longer to be 
maſters of the world. | 59 105 
Nothing expands the ideas ſo much as WW ma 
1 being maſter of a vaſt empire. Were the pet 
. Romans, who moſt fignalized themſelves, : get 
\ now alive in this city, the ſeeds of their va- | mc 
. lour would be choaked in their own boſom, | ſt 
\ becauſe. they could not find opportunity to an 
1 give them birth. Great men owe their be- : pe 
ing known entirely to circumſtances, Every I 
f country contains ſome whoſe worth will ne- Ce 
1 ver be known, for want of. that aſſiſtance tic 
1 which would have placed them in a conſpi- WR w 
4 cuous view on the ſtage of the world. ; 
Theſe reflections ought. to make us ex- S Cl 
cuſe I know. not how many nations who give te 
no ſigns of life, For example, it is certain al 
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that a people, too far diſtant from the centre 
of the Sciences and Arts, cannot acquire an 
equal degree of knowledge and taſte with 
thoſe who are at the fountain head; and had 
Michael Angelo, with all his genius, and 
Danté, with all his fire, been born in Finland, 
the one would not have been ſo renowned a 
painter, nor the other a poet. 

Beſides good and ill, perfections and de- 
fects, are ſo evenly balanced among all 
mankind, that want of learning is often com- 
penſated by natural genius; and want of 
genius, by judgement and good ſenſe. The 
moſt brilliant actions are not always the moſt 
eſtimable. A nation obſervant of its word, 
and attached to its duty, is, doubtleſs, ſu- 
perior to another diſtinguiſhed for valour, 
but diſtinguiſhed for treachery and perfidy. 
Conqueſts are not always founded on juſ- 
tice; in Hiſtory we read of many heroes who 
were only renowned robbers. 

Thus, on a proper eftimate of every cir- 
cumſtance, each nation ought to be con- 
tent with its lot, and the corner it inhabits, 
and the portion of genius allotted to it by 

g eternal 
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eternal wiſdom. The moſt enlightened is 
ſubjected to the greateſt multiplicity of 
wants, and by far the moſt ambitious. 

The warlike were not the happy nations; 
beſides, that victories are often attended 
with the ruin of the conquerors : fortune and 
glory are not always at our diſpoſal, A 
ſingle defeat makes many victories be for- 
gotten. 

Theſe are truths which cannot be denied 
by men who are acquainted with the nature 
of things as well as with the human hcart. 

It is with nations as with works of paint- 
ing and ſculpture; ſome have colouring, 
others relievo; and in order to form a true 
judgement, and not be deceived by a falſe 
view, they muſt be ſeen in their proper 
light. | 

One thing certain is, that the vices, like 
the virtues, enter into the great body of the 
Univerſe, in order to fulfil the deſigns of 
infinite Wiſdom. Thus the things that creep, 
as well as the things that fly, poiſons as well 
as the moſt ſalutary medicines z the hand- 
worm as well as the elephant, the thiſtle as 
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well as the jaſmine, contribute to form a 
wonderful whole, which preſents to us a 
picture like that mixture of ſun-beams and 
clouds often ſeen in the ſky. 

Every individual is a picture in miniature 
of the nation in which he was brought up. 
He is a pattern of a changcable ſtuff, the 
texture of which 1s finer or coarſer, accord- 
ing to the degree of pains that has been uſed 
to give it a gloſs. 

It may be ſaid, ſtill purſuing the ſame 
compariſon, that the French and Italians 
have more than once paſſed under the calen- 


der, and that this gives them that luſtre 


which dazzles foreigners. 
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neſs of their hearts, dare not appear 
openly vicious without ſuffering; and there- 
fore, in ſome degree, to conceal their per- 
verſe diſpoſitions, they endeavour that their 
vices ſhould aſſume the ſemblance of Vir- 
tue, which has produced falſe conſcience, 
falſe modeſty, falſe honour, falſe probity, 
and, in one word, hypocriſy. 


REVEREND FATHER GANGANELLI, 9 
14 
BEFORE HE REPORTED A CAUSE WHICH WAS PRESENTED 1 
TO HAVE JUDGEMENT PASSED BY THAT TRIBUNAL. "1 
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Even Religion, pure and holy as ſhe is, 
could not find protection from theſe perfidi- 
ous 1mitations, Superſtition is ſeen walking 
in her ſteps: under a pretence of extending 
and ſupporting Piety ſhe deſtroys the very 
ſpirit of Piety, and, by the whole tenor of 
her conduct, expoſes her to contempt and ri- 
dicule, It is inconceivable what a number 
of ſubterfuges and trifling means ſhe em- 
ploys to carry her point. The more ſub— 
lime Religion is, the more ſhe is debaſed by 
Superſtition; for which reaſon our divine 
Legiſlator never ceaſes to exclaim againſt the 
Phariſees, who made Devotion a pretext 
for ſupporting a thouſand ſuperſtitious cuſ- 
toms, which they ſubſtituted inſtead of the 
They fancied, for cx- 
ample, that they honoured God by ſaying 
their Prayers in public, that they might be 
ſeen of men; they employed much time in 
ſaying long prayers; they made a merit of 
their faſtings and giving alms ; they put on 
demure countenances, and forbid even the 
moſt indiſpenſable employments to be excr- 
ciſed on Sunday. 
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Such were the ſuperſtitions of the old law, 
to which falſe devotees have unhappily ſuc- 


cceded, who, by their hypocriſy and igno- 


rance, diſhonour the new law. It is fruit- 
leſs to join the Council of Trent, and tell 
them that the mediation of Saints 1s only 
gooc and uſeful ; and that there is not any 
virtue even in the moſt reſpectable images: 
it is of no avail with them to quote what 


ever God himſelf hath ſaid, and all who call 


upon him ſhall not be ſaved; that we are 
but whitened ſepulchres when our piety is 
all outward ſhew ; that if our intentions are 
wicked, ſo will likewiſe be all our actions: 
they forget their duty to Jeſus Chriſt, that 
they may be occupied about his ſervants : 
they pray to images, in the perſuaſion that 


they have the power of granting their re- 


queſts : they repeat many prayers, and 
think that ſuch practices, which are only 
the bark of the law, are of ſufficient avail to 
juſtify and ſave them. 

Thus Superſtition, which I muſt beg leave 
to call an Ape, that counterſeits and mimicks 
Religion, does the more harm, becauſe it 
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i Is finners into a falſe ſecurity : it takes 
offence at every thing which does not agree 
with its prejudices z and frequently con- 
ceives an averſion againſt the true ſervants 
of God, becauſe they are not ſeen to pay at. 
tention to trifling ceremomes, and are ob- 
ſerved to poſſeſs that joyful ſecurity ich 
characterizes the true children of God. The 
ſuperſtitious man is he who ſecs the mote in 
his brother's eye, but does not perceive the 
beam in his own; it is this unjuſt brother 
who is offended with the paternal heart, 
which overflows with oy. at the return of the 
prodigal ſon; this prevaricating judge, who 
will not enter the judgement-hall, for fear ot 
defiling the paſſover, and who condemns the 
Man-God to death; this Phariſee, who is 
offended with Jeſus Chriſt for having cured 
the man of the palſy upon the Sabbath ; 
this preſumptuous man, who thinks him- 
ſelf different from the reſt of mankind, be- 
cauſe he faſts two days in the week; this 
ſplenetic being, who ſecretly murmurs 


againſt the ſinful woman, becauſe ſhe ſacri- 


ficed a perfume to the Saviour of the World, 
which 
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which ſhe might have ſold for the benefit of 
the poor; this hypocrite, who is offended 
at ſeeing the Son of God eating with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, and behaves to him as 
to a contemptible paraſite, 

Such are the effects of Devotion ill under- 
ſtood, or rather of Superſtition, It is ſhe 
that, with a madneſs which ſhe takes for a 
meritorious zeal, looks upon all who have 
the misfortune not to believe revealed 
Truths, to be under the yoke of Hereſy, 
and this, without having the leaſt compaſ- 
ſion for their ſituation : it is ſhe that feeds 
upon falſe miracles, falſe legends, and 1s 
perpetually ſounding the alarm againſt all 
who will not believe in them: it is ſhe that 
confounds opinions with eſtabliſhed prin- 
ciples; who denounces damnation without 
mercy againſt all thoſe that are not of her 
opinion in matters which have no relation to 
the Faith : it is the that takes darkneſs for 
light, and is afraid of being miſled by every 
attempt that can be made to inſtruct her; 
and it is ſhe that imagines ſhe does what is 
pleaſing in the ſight of God when ſhe is 
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120 DISCOURS E 
perſecuting innocence, or judging ill of her 
neighbour. 

It is not at all ſurprizing that the Pagans 


were ſuperſtitious, ſince their Religion was 


Superſtition itſelf; but it is truly aſtoniſh- 
ing to ſee the enlightened diſciples of Chril- 
tianity, neglecting. their eſſential duties, to 
attend to fables and trifling ceremonies, 
God forbid that I ſhould be thought to con- 
found the cexemonies which are univerſally 
practiſed by the Church, that are ſo many 
important ſymbols; nor thoſe rites which 
ſerve to correct our reaſon, and humble our 
pride! I only refer to certain cuſtoms and 
prejudices, which ſome individuals, the vic- 
tims of a flighty imagination, or of grois 
ignorance, have added to the common be- 
lief, and which have been cenſured by all 
the Councils, 

Such has been that ſtrange perverſe cre- 
dulity which has prevailed more or leſs in 
all ages, that has made ſome people be- 
lieve in ſpirits, viſions, and conjurations. 
It confiſts with the Faith to believe that the 
dead, by the expreſs permiſſion of God, may 
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appear again, and that they really have ap- 
peared according to the irrefragable teſti- 
mony of the Old and New Teſtament ; that 
ſome priviledged ſouls have been favoured 
with extraordinary revelations which have 
diſcovered to them things that were to hap- 
pen; that the Devil employed magicians to 
faſcinate the mind of Paraoah; and that he 
has oftener than once exerciſed his infernal 
malice by ſupernatural operations, in which 
he himſelf was the principal agent. But it 
15 no leſs certain, that the greateſt part of the 
apparations, viſions, and ſorceries, of which 
we hear, are nothing but the produce of 
diſtracted imaginations; and when we come 
to examine them by the light of Truth, they 
are found to be the effects of ignorance, 
knavery, or fanaticiſm, in thoſe people who 
pretend to magic or inſpiration. 

Jam fatisfied for example, that the Re- 
velations of St. Thereſa ſhould be looked 
upon as ſupernatural, becauſe they carry 
with them every characteriſtic of truth, and 
are quoted by the Church, as ſatisfactory 
evidence; but I think quite differently of 
Vor. IV. 6 Mary 
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Mary d' Agreda, and many more, whom weak 
enthuſiaſts take for wonders. 

We may ſee in that work On the Canoni— 
zction of Saints *, by the immortal Benedict 
XIV. and in which I congratulate mylclf 
for having had fome ſhare, how very reſerved 
we ſhould be on the ſubject of Viſions, and 
eſpecially thoſe that we have from women, 
The more the imagination is engaged, the 
niore we ſhould diſtruſt every thing which 
appears to be uncommon. We are naturally 
very fond of the marvellous, as we have fre- 
quently mentioned, which is an effect of the 
deſire of an immortal ſoul to rove after 
what is ſublime, as its natural ſphere, and 
proper element. 

Beſides, as Benedict XIV. himſelf has 
faid, it is not at all ſurprizing, that the f0- 
litary Recluſe, who gives himſelf up to ün— 
moderate faſtiogs, and whote ſole employ- 

The Abbe Baudsau, known by his different ule— 
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fal works, has given us an excellent abrid;rem ont 0 


that learned Treatiſe. It is entitled, Ar Au of 
the Work of Benedict XIV. upon Beatijicatiots and Contr 
nixations, Wc, 
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ment is his Heavenly cares, ſhould imagine 

that he has ſeen the Court of Heaven in 

his fleep, and while his mind has been filled 

with the idea, he has ſpoke of it when he 

waked, as a thing very wonderful ; and thus 
it is, that a diſturbed imagination perſuades 
itſelf of a thouſand things which never ex- 

iſted. Every Enthuſiaſt miſtakes phantoms 
for realities. When I was young, I knew a 
man, who had ſuch a frantic love for Taſſo, 
that he wanted to perſuade me that he {aw 
him every night, and heard him repeating 
verſes. But it is yet more extraordinary, if 
you will hearken to the common people, who 
hear and fee miracles at all hours, and in all 
places, as if the old and new law, which has 
been confirmed by ſo many prodigies, actu- 
ally had occaſion to have their ſanctity and 
their origin proved. 

Whar is very diſtreſſing, and ought in- 
deed to make us humble, is, that Superſtiti- 
ons and prejudices are to be found in all the 
different clafſes of men. Every man pays 
a tribute to imbecility; and even he who 
appears hardy enough to {ct all at defiance, 
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and to doubt of every thing, is epxoſed to 
diſplay a littleneſs of ſoul, which is a dis- 
grace to common ſenſe, 

From whence we ſhould conclude, that we 
cannot be too much on our guard againſt 
every thing we are told as wonderful, or the 
effect of inſpiration. The falſe devotees find 
their account in encouraging ignorance, and 
in becoming the ſlaves of a degree of pha- 
riſaical zeal, becauſe they then find means 
of ſupporting themſelves in that fooliſh 
pride, which will not liſten to reaſon, but 
perſiſt in living] without a deſire of reforming 
their hearts. ; 

Let us attend, at preſent, to the reſſections 
that I have been making, as they are con- 
nected with the cauſe which has been pre- 
ſented, and which I am now about to lay 
before you, as the beſt means to prevent 
our becoming dupes to the marvellous ſtorics 
which it is ſaid to contain ; and to diſcover, 
that illuſion has been the origin of all the 
facts which have been related as prodigies, 
and quoted with ſo much zeal. 
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The more true and holy that Religion is, 
the more requiſite is it that we undeceive 
the Faithful in whatever rclates to Superſti- 
tion; it is for the very ſame reaſon that St. 
Paul expreſsly recommends to Timothy, to 
give no ear to tales and fables, He well 
knew, that men are naturally inclined to be 
led away by illuſions, and, readily catching 
at things which have an extraordinary ap- 
pearance, immediately declare them to be 
wonderful, 

The errors prove the neceſſity of having 
a Religion that muſt be obeyed ; without 
which, we ſhould have as many Superſtitions 
as we have individuals for every one has ſome 
folly or weakneſs of his own, that leads him 
into the greateſt errors, if he is not prevented 
by a tribunal, which always exiſts, and by 
its laws Keeps him in reſtraint, 


G 3 FIRST 


J 


——— — — « — — — — — — — — - 4 
2 Cr =EY ISVS WM — 1 — — — — 3 — 


— 


-_ 


OS wt So I toes 9 DAG PAD 22g nt OA ads 3 a E E 


. D r A Pome” We 96 » 


8969 


„ n 


1 


e 


EET Yon > 
Ra 9 NEED 


1 


1 r 


1 


FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS. 


PREACHED AT A8 011. 


Adorabimus in loco ubi fleterunt pedes ejus. Vulgate, 
S. 131. 


Ps. I 34s 


JAN is only a ſhadow of himſelf : 
his ſoul, enveloped in the thickeſt 
darkneſs, ſcarcely differs from the inſtinct 
of animals; his inordinate paſſions conſpire 
againſt him; his rebellious appetites eſta- 
bliſh anarchy in his heart; virtue 1s his tor- 
ment, vice his delight; every object by 
which he is ſurrounded, tends to ſeduce or 
to lead him aſtray ; he forgets whence he 
ſprung, and to what he is deſtined, in order 
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to abaſe himfelf to that earth which he treads 
under his feet; the voice of Conſcience js 
ſtifled; he crects Monſters into Deities ; 
and to him the true God is as if he did not 
exiſt; in a word, the Creator himſelf rc. 
penteth of having made him, 

What a picture, O Chriſttan Hearers | 
What a group of errors and crimes! Man 
is no more a being formed in righteouſneſs 
and holineſs, of pure deſires and Heavenly 
thoughts, but the ſlave of the moſt ſhame- 
ful paſſions, who hath loſt his prerogatives, 
his titles, his dignity, to bury himſelt in the 
horrors of idolatry. | 

Such were we without the grace of the 
Redeemer, who came to re-eſtabliſh us in 
our rights, and to engrave upon our hearts, 
in characters indelible, the auguſt title of 
Chriſtian, We then fprung even from the 
boſom of death; our ſoul aſſumed new life; 
and, in the tranſportsof the moſt lively ad- 
miration, and the greateft joy, we have ſeen 
the Word of God himſelf, the expreſs image 
of his perſon; in a word, his own Son, be- 


gotten from all eternity, in the ſplendor of 
the 
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the Saints, unite his nature to ours, and, by 


a prodigy fo ineffable, elevate our Human 
Nature in the moſt glorious manner, 

O Earth, ſo long watered by the blood 
of the Juſt, and of the Prophets ; O Earth, 
for ſo many ages ſtained by a multitude of 
crimes; I behold you purified, renewed, in 
ſuch a manner, that you may be compared to 
Heaven itſelf. The Holy One came to reſt 
upon your clay, and has made of it a matter 
more precious than gold and jewels : he 
makes you the habitation of Saints, and im- 
prints on your ſurface his ſacred feet, in 
ſuch a manner, that we diſtinguiſh his foot- 
ſteps, and haſten to adore him: Adorabimus 
in loco ubi fleterunt pedes ejus. 

Great God ! Man was then deſtined to be 
thy brother and co-heir. By the Incarna- 
tion, thou raiſed him to Divinity, while 
thou abaſeſt thyſelf to the earth, and recon- 
cileſt us to thy Eternal Father. 

I think that I behold a combat between 
Divine Juſtice and Mercy, and the latter 
victorious. In fact, what greater mark of 
goodneſs can the Deity beſtow, than to de- 
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to abaſe himfelf to that earth which he treads 
under his feet; the voice of Conſcience is 
ſtifled; he credts Monſters into Deities ; 
and to him the true God is as if he did not 
exiſt; in a word, the Creator himſelf re. 
penteth of having made him, 

What a picture, O Chriſtian Hearers ! 
What a group of errors and crimes ! Man 
is no more a being formed in righteouſneſs 
and holineſs, of pure deſires and Feavenly 
thoughts, but the ſlave of the moſt ſhame. 
ful paſſions, who hath loſt his prerogatives, 
his titles, his dignity, to bury himſelt in the 
horrors of idolatry. | 

Such were we without the grace of the 
Redeemer, who came to re-eſtabliſh us in 


our rights, and to engrave upon our hearts, 


in characters indelible, the auguſt title of 
Chriſtian. We then ſprung even from the 
boſom of death; our ſoul aſſumed new life; 
and, in the tranſportsof the moſt lively ad- 
miration, and the greateft joy, we have ſeen 
the Word of God himſelf, the expreſs image 
of his perſon; in a word, his own Son, be- 
ootten from all eternity, in the ſplendor of 

the 
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the Saints, unite his nature to ours, and, by 
a prodigy ſo incffable, elevate our Human 
Nature in the moſt glorious manner, 

O Earth, ſo long watered by the blood 
of the Juſt, and of the Prophets; O Earth, 
for ſo many ages ſtained by a multitude of 
crimes ; I behold you purified, renewed, in 
ſuch a manner, that you may be compared to 
Heaven itſelf. The Holy One came to reſt 
upon your clay, and has made of it a matter 
more precious than gold and jewels : he 
makes you the habitation of Saints, and im- 
prints on your ſurface his ſacred feet, in 
ſuch a manner, that we diſtinguiſh his foot- 
ſteps, and haſten to adore him: Adorabimus 
in loco ubi fleterunt pedes ejus. 

Great God! Man was then deſtined to be 
thy brother and co-heir. By the Incarna- 
tion, thou raiſed him to Divinity, while 
thou abaſeſt thyſelf to the earth, and recon- 
cileſt us to thy Eternal Father. 

I think that I behold a combat between 
Divine Juſtice and Mercy, and the latter 
victorious, In fact, what greater mark of 
goodneſs can the Deity beſtow, than to de- 
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FIRST DISCOURSE ON THE 


ſpoil himſelf of all his glory, to come and 
dwell among men, after having taken upon 
him their nature, and their infirmities ? 
Our creation, wonderful as it was, when 
the Almighty breathed into our noſtrils the 
breath of life, is not to. be compared with 
the glory to which we are raiſed by the Myſ- 


tery of the Incarnation.. Our bodies being 


deified, become worthy of riſing one day in 


Glory, and are the Temples of the Holy 


Ghoſt. 

What a revolution in tlie world! Jeſus 
Chriſt, by his birth, cancels the ſentence of 
death, which condemned. us- to everlaſting 


torments; and man, who had Joft all his. 


prerogatives in the perſon of Adam, and had 


no other appanage than. a free will more 


inclined to evil than good, a. concup!- 
ſcence which inceflantly ſets his paſhons in 
a. ferment, a ſign of malediction written on 
his forehcad, is reſtored to his dignity, 
again enters into poſſeſſion of. his rights, and 
finds a God of Mercy in. that avenging 
Deity who had made him the object of his 
wrath, and devoted him to. deſtruction. 
What 


* 
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What a remarkable epocha, in the ſucceſ- 
ſion of ages, is the birth of a Man-God ! Ye 
Hiſtorians efface from your writings what- 
ever hath no relation to this great event: 
ye Orators, employ your eloquence only in 
celebrating it : ye Righteous, be tranſported. 
with the extatic joy, the Heavens open to 
your deſires; ye Sinners, lift up your heads, 
by this Nativity ye are pardoned, ye are- 
healed, 

On this day, Nature, attentive to contem- 
plate her author under the veil of a mortal 
body, teacheth all men what ought to be 
their ſentiments. But, alas! while the Hea- 
vens teſtify their joy by Songs of Praiſe, 
and this divine myſtery ſo long predicted by 
the prophets, is accompliſhed ; O Mortals, 
ye remain inſenſible to the great event; the 
birth of an earthly prince affects you more 
than that of the Son of God; and if you 
proſtrate yourſelf to adore him, it is only an 
outward ceremony, in which the heart hath 
no ſhare, 

Illuſtrious ſhepherds of Bethlehem, Holy 
Magi from the Eaſt, you will one day riſe 
G 6 againſt. 
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againſt this guilty generation, which is laß 
attentive to the coming of the Meſſiah, than 
to a tranſitory glory, a periſhable treaſure, 
Yet, my brethren, there is no Salvation ex- 
cept by this Divine Meſſiah; and he is the 
peridn whom the Davids, the Solomons { 
earneſtly deſired to behold : he it is whoſe 
countenance makes the happineſs of the 
Saints, as it will one day be the terrot of the 
wicked. His Mercy has now placed him in 


a cradle upon the earth; but, at the end of 


time, his Juſtice will ſet him upon a fiery 
throne in the clouds, in order to judge the 
quick and the dead. | 

O Chriitians, let us keep both theſe events 
in view, that we may not be buoyed up by 
vain preſumption, nor fall a prey to deſpair, 

Did man perfectly know all the honour 
which he now acquires, the earth would ap- 
pear to him as nothing. He would bchold 
only Jeſus Chriſt, and confeſs, with the 
Apoſtle, that all is contained in the divine 
Savour, that all was made by and ſubſiſts 
only in him: Omnia per ipſum et in ipſo con- 


ant. 
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Before our birth we ſubſiſted in this new 
Adam, who, predeſtinated from all eternity 
to be our Mediator and our Life, waited 
only for the moment pointed out in the eter- 
nal decrees to cloath himſelt with a body, 
Thus did the Moſt Holy of all Virgins be- 
come his mother by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit; and Jeſus humbled himſelf to 
be the Son of Mary, that he might become 
our Head and our Father, 

How many miracles at the time and aſter 
the accompliſhment of his divine myſtery ! 
The earth was covered with prodigies; and 
the Incarnation confounded the Jews, and 
{truck the Pagans with diſmay, in order to 
form the happineſs and glory of Chriſtians. 

O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, haſt thou then 
forgotten the propheſies which ſo often pro- 
claimed the coming of a Deliverer! and wilt 
thou be ſo unhappy as not to know him 
who is to appear in the midſt of thy walls 
only to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, to 
heal the ſick, and raiſe the dead? 

Alas! my brethren, alas! this unfortu- 
nate city will become entirely reprobate; 
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ſhe will put to death the Man who came to 
give her life, and, as a puniſhment of her 
crimes, nothing ſhall remain of her but a 
heap of duſt ; her ſynagogue ſhall be de. 
ſtroyed to make room for an everlaſting 
Church. 

Such will be your lot, O degenerate 
Chriſtians ! who know not the Meſſiah, or 
neglect the obſervation of his Law. Thoſe 
mean garments in which you now ſee him 
cloathed will turn into flames to conſume 
you; the manger in which he is laid ſhall 
be transformed into a throne too terrible 
for you to behold; and his weak hands, 
which can ſcarce open, will. dart upon you 
deſtructive thunder from. every quarter, 
The day of Mercy will then be paſt, and 
ſucceeded by that of Vengeance. 

Great God! what miſery to the ſinner 
who has not. profited by the unſpeakable 
myſtery of thy Incarnation; who hath not 
found wherewithal to obtain his pardon in 
the whole effuſion of thy blood, though one 
drop be ſufficient to {ave the whole world! 


who hath not appeared at the manger where 


our 
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our divine Saviour was born, except to re-- 
ceive there anathemas and curſes ! 

May we be now carried by Faith to this 
Holy Place, may Faith ſupply what cannot 
be perceived by the Senſes: O delightful 
ſpot, a thouſand times. more worthy of ad- 
miration. than the palaces of kings, fill me 
with Holy Extacy ; let me exult with joy 
when I behold thee,. and may my heart be 
tor ever inviolably attached to thee.. 

There it is, my brethren, that ye ought 
to be every day in ſpirit, and not in the pa- 
laces of the great, where are met only in- 
ſtances of injuſtice, inflexibility and pride; 44 


not in thoſe accurſed places where you diſ- *] 
honour the members of Jeſus Chriſt ; not 15 
in thoſe criminal houſes, where ye game 4 
away the money of the poor, the wages of 4 
the artiſan, even the ſubſtance of your chil- 7 


dren; not in thoſe ſchools of perdition, 3 
where nothing is learned but a philoſophy 5 
entirely Pagan, according to the rudiments U 
of this world and the tradition of men: Se- 


cundum. elementa mundi et traditionem homi- 
num. | H 
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I acknowledge, O Chriſtian hearers ! that 
FE cannot prevent ſhedding torrents of tear; 
when I reflect upon the ſmall number of 
thoſe who profit by the coming of our $4. 
viour. Some are aſhamed to imitate, others 
to acknowledge him, and ſcarce any but 
finds a pretence in himſelf to withold his 
adoration. 

But what is this Meſſiah, if not omnipo-. 
tent, eternal, and infinite? What creaturc 
can fulfil his offices? What other Being 
but God could cancel the fin of Adam, and 
ſatisfy Divine Juſtice ſo grievouſly of, 
fended ? 

My ſoul hurries with ungovernable and 
aſtoniſhing rapidity from one ſubject to an- 
other ; but how can a man keep his mind 
within juſt bounds, when the whole world 
is ſwallowed up in the contemplation of ſo 
great a myſtery ! How is it poſlible not to 
be moved at the remembrance of a man 
made Goa! If David broke out into the 
molt exſtatic tranſports before the Holy Ark, 
which was only the figure of the Meſſian, 
what ought to be our rapture ! Every thing 
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invites us to bleſs the Holy One of Ifrael, 
and to bleſs him in a manner that ſhall pro- 
claim all our joy, and all our happineſs. 

Ye ſacred domes echo that joy by which 
ye are animated; ye Miniſters of the Altars 
Joudly repeat that eternal Hallelujah which 
the Elders of the Apocalypſe ſing without 
ceaſing round the throne of the Lamb; 
imitate the angels in the expreſſion of your 
hymns and of your ſentiments. Ye rivers, 
ye fountains, ye cedars of Labanon, bleſs 
the new born Lord. He chooies poverty 
for the ſole ornament of his crad's, that 
every thing may anſwer to the Crots on 
which le is one day to expire, Wint a 
contraſt between the ſtable of Bechlehem 
and the palaces of the Great. Would we 
not imagine that on one fide we ſaw gods, 
on the other the vileſt of ſlaves, forſaken 
and ſuffering ? But how many virtues reſide 
in that auguſt retreat, which is beheld by 
Faith as the moſt Holy Tabernacle. All 
the perfections of the Eternal are there aſ- 
lembled; that is, to uſe the expreſſion of 
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St. Chryſoſtom, infinitude is comprehended 


within finite bounds. 

O incomprehenſible myſtery ! every thing 
there appears inferior even to man, and yet 
all is worthy of God. Let us abjure our 
honours, let us tread our riches under foot, 
let us haſten to Bethlehem to ſacrifice our 
pride, our luxury, and offer up ourſelves 
with Jeſus Chriſt, who veils all the ſplen- 
dor of his majeſty, that the meaneſt of 
mankind may have acceſs to him. 

Is this your conduct, ye who, directed 
by vanity, behold the orphan and the poor 
only with eyes of contempt ;, ye who make 
it a rule always to appear under a brilliant 
outſide, and think that you would dero- 
gate from your dignity, did you mix with 
the croud of the unhappy, who yet are 
your brethren, notwithſtanding all that you 
do to make it a matter of doubt to your- 
ſelves ? 

O Holy Humility of the Man-God ! come 
this day and inſpire thoſe haughty ſinners, 
who, believing themſelves to be of a dif- 
ferent original from mankind, refuſe to ac- 

knowledge 
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knowledge their equals ; come and diſſipate 
their illuſions, ſcatter the clouds of that 
criminal incenſe by which they are blinded, 
and lay them at the feet of thoſe whom 
they vouchſafe not a ſingle look; come and 
warn them that their end approaches, and 
that their aſhes, mingled with thoſe of the 
meaneſt of men, ſhall remain in eternal ob- 
livion. Come and preſent to them the Son 
of the Moſt High, with no other company 
than the indigent and the beaſts of the field, 


without any place to lay his head ; come, 


and, by this ſpectacle, confound their reaſon 
and their pride. 

Nothing but this precious Humility, my 
Brethren, is ſufficient to make us profit by 
the Myſtery of the Incarnation, eſpecially as 
it is the foundation of all virtue. The want 
of this makes us offended at the apparent 
meanneſs of the Meſſiah. The Heretics 
and Infidels oppoſed this ineffable myſtery, 
becauſe they could not be perſuaded that a 
God had ſo far abaſed himſelf as to appear 
under the form of a ſlave: by this ſame 
principle of pride were the Jews prevented 
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from acknowledging the Meſſiah, and hy 
this were they tranſported even to cruci(y 
him, | 

Let us then, my brethren, hold in abo— 
mination this unhappy pride, which lifts 
itſelf up againſt the Myſtery of the Incar. 
nation, i. e. againſt the doctrine of our Re. 
ligion moſt capable of bringing comfort, 
and the foundation of all Truth; for the 
Meſtiah is not a detached being; but in. 
finite, omnipreſent, the Author of Lite and 
Motion, and for whom all things viſible and 
inviſible really ſubſiſt. 

Let us, then, never ſeparate Jeſus Chriſt 
from a"y of our actions; let them all be 
animated by him; for, without him, all 


things are defective, 


Otherwiſe, my brethren, the Myſtery cf 
the Incarnation would have been ſupet— 
fluous. But it was impoſlible that we could 
be ſaved by any other method than by the 
ſacrifice of a Man-God, who, at once Priel 
and Victim, offers and is offered. 

Ye are conſcious of it, O ſacred altars 
on which is wrought every day that un 
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ſpeakable miracle, ye who really poſſeſs the 
yery perſon that was born in Bethlehem, 


a and whoſe birth we this day celebrate: he 
a is under the form of bread, as before he ap- 
i peared under the veil of fleſh, but always 


. really Man, always really God. 
It is matter of aſtoniſhment, that this 
0 great object can be effaced from your hearts 
and underſtandings, and that the moſt tri- 
fling objects ſhould make you forget a God 
who was made man for our ſalvation; a 
God who continually dwells in the midſt of 


t us, to be our Mediator with his Father, and 
e obtain our pardon. 
10 boundleſs charity of my God, who 


haſt loved us ſo much as even to give thine 
own Son for our Interceſſor, as cried: St. 
Auguſtine, in the lively tranſports of his 
gratitude, when will we return thee love for 
love? 'The leaſt that we can do is to ſacri- 
| lice ourſelves for him. If then we deſire 
: that he really live in us, let us, from hence- 
4 Wn, act only in him, with him, and by 
& 411M, 
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When, O Lord, ſhall we enjoy this hap- 
pineſs | when ſhall we be entirely ſeparated 
from ourſelves, ſo as to be attached only to 
thee ! when ſhall we be transformed in thee, 
ſo as to make only one and the ſame el. 
ſence ? 

This, O my God, was thy deſire, as thou 
haſt ſo excellently ſhewn in the ſublime pray. 
er which cloſes thy Sermon after the ſupper, 
and this day it is ours. Our ſole wiſh, our 
only deſire is to be intimately and eternally 
united with thee. | 

My brethren, do you not feel yourſelves 
inflamed with this love? How powertully 
would it influence our fouls, were we pro- 
perly acquainted with our own intereſts, and 
perfectly convinced of the greatneſs of Di. 
vine Mercy. The Deity hath twice created 
us: for what but a ſecond creation can we 


name a myſtery that draws us from the grave 


of ſin to beſtow upon us a lite altogether 
divine? In vain doth the philoſophy ot 
this age endeavour to deny original fin, in 
vain doth it attempt to throw doubts upon 
the great myſtery which makes the object al 
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the preſent ſolemnity; every thing proclaims 


that we really inherited the fin of our firſt 
) Father, and that the Son of God actually 
came to expiate it. 
. Till then we ſaw in our own hearts, and 
around us only the moſt dreadful miſery, 
U and we had no longer hope. But thou, O 
. Lord, opened to us the Heavens, when the 
£ Earth was ready to ſwallow us up, and as 
r we had not in ourſelves the power to go and 


y ſeek thee, thou humbledſt thyſelf to find 
us. Eternal thanks be given unto thee for 


's it. Yes, my brethren, the Old Law gives 
y place to the New, and not Fear but Love 
» conſtitutes the ruling paſſion of the true 
d Chriſtian, O my God, how 1s it poſſible 
[- not to love thee after all that thou haſt done 
d n our favour? What greater gift couldſt 
e mou beſtow than thyſelf * Man muſt be 
© very ungrateful not to be penetrated by a 
er icing fo extraordinary: let us ſeek the 
pf cauſe only of this inſenſibility in ourſelves ; 
n J more affected with the good things of this 
world than with that eternal happineſs 
of 1 riuck is kept in {ſtore for us, we live a life 
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entirely earthly, and every thing that bear; 
a relation to Religion, to its myſteries, to 
its feſtivals, to its ſolemnities, becomes to 
us a matter entirely indifferent, 

O incarnate Word ! thou light of our 
ſouls, thou by whom the worlds were made, 
thou, our Hope, our Lite, and our Salvation, 
vouchſate to impart to us the fruits pur. 
chaſed by thy aſſumption of our nature, if 
it be thy will that we ſhould be animated 
with thy love; thou alone canſt ſupply what 
1s wanting to enable us to come unto thee, 
Only through thy mercy and all-powertui 
grace were the Saints well pleaſing in thy 
fight, and rendered capable of profiting by 
the Myſtery which on this day is celebrated 
by the whole Church. 

There is nothing, Q Chriſtian Hearers, 
that ought to fix our attention and our 
hearts equally with that Myſtery, which, in- 
comprehenſible as it is, brings us near to the 
Divinity, ſo as to make us partakers of his 
nature: Divine conſortes nature, By the 
light which it diffuſes over the minds of 
thoſe who make it the object of their me- 

ditation, 
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ditation, we will ſee that what has hitherto 
employed our attention is a mere illuſion 
and chimera, and that we have been too 
long a prey to our paſſions and appetites. 
Let Faith, therefore, be, from henceforth, 
our light and our guide; then its candle, 
dark as it ſeems, will ſet before our eyes the 
Myſtery of the Incarnation, not as the ſub- 
jet of our comprehenſion, but as an object 
of our adoration, and convince us of its 
truth, 

May Heaven grant that the Incarnate 
Word from henceforth become our way, our 
life, our truth; may he be born in our 
hearts, as he this day was born in Beth- 
lehem, to unite us with himſelf, and make 
us happy in time and in eternity. 

«© The world is hateful to me,“ ſaid St. 
Bernard, without the fight of Jeſus 


S © Chriſt,” This ought to be the language 


of all Chriſtians, the ſole end of whoſe ex- 
iſtence here is, in their practice, to expreſs 


the image of their Redeemer. Jeſus Chriſt 
s our Light, our Peace, our Comfort, in one 
& word, our Happineſs. This ought to be the 
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continual ſubject of meditation during your 
whole lives, and eſpecially at the time 
deſtined- to honour the Nativity of our 
Lord. | 

God of all mercy rend the deceitful veils 
which prevent us from contemplating the : 
cauſe all nature, of which thou art the prin- 
- Ciple and the life, to ſpeak to us only of thy. 
ſelf; and let all creatures be converted in- 
to ſo many mirrors, reflecting to our eyes 
the image of thy wiſdom and goodneſs, 
Behold in us only the reſemblance of thy 


Divine Son, who this day was born to ex- 


piate our faults, and merit our pardon.— 
Elevate our minds to the ſanctuary where 
thou dwelleſt, by diſengaging them from all 
terreſtrial objects, to which we have been 
attached from the moment that we ſaw the 
light, | 
If our birth reſembles that of Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the weakneſs and humiliation by 
which both are accompanied, what a dit- 
ference if we dare to compare them in their 
principle and their effect! The one is defiled 


by the ſpots of original ſin; the other 1s 
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pure as Holineſs itſelf : the one brings with 
it only miſery and misfortune ; the other is 
the ſource of the happineſs of mankind. 

As theſe great truths ought to be the food 
of our ſouls, I exhort you to nouriſh your- 
ſclves continually with them, that they may 
become rooted in your nature, and transform 
vou into him who came to fave us, and for 
whom we ought always to breathe, 
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Verbum care fuctum eft. 
And the word was made fleſh. 
St. John, ch. 1, v. 14. 


HE ineffable, profound, and ever to 
be adored Myſtery which Chriſtians 
celebrate on this day as the moſt auguſt and 
ſolemn of all ceremonies, gives us, my dear 
Brethren, the higheſt idea of the Supreme 
Being, by teaching us that the ways of God 
are incomprehenſible. In fact, what man 
is there who is not ſtruck with aſtoniſhment 
at ſight of the Incarnation? Who 1s the 
mortal that dares to think of ſounding the 
profound abyſs? If we cannot determine 
in our own minds what the ſun is, which is 
periſhable, it ought not to ſurprize us to 
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find that the Eternal God is incomprehen- 
ſible : a Being, who is not limited either by 
ſpace or time, and who depends upon him- 
ſelf alone; who, always immenſe and in. 
finite, has acquired nothing by the creation 
of this world, and will not loſe any thing 
when it ſhall be deſtroyed. How ſhall I, 
then, O omnipreſent Goodneſs, ſpeak this 
day of thy Word, which is as old as thou 
art, though proceeding from thee z which 
is the character of thy ſubſtance, and the 
ſplendour of thy glory ? 

O my God, do thou ſilence my ſenſes, 
and ſtrike dumb my haughty and pre- 
ſumptuous reafon ; exalt my heart even unto 
thyſelf, that I may be able to draw ſome 
rays from the fulneſs of thy light, which 
may deſcend upon my hearers, that they 
may know him whom thou haſt ſent, who is 
oar Way, and our Truth, and our Life, and 
whom we ſhould look upon in this world as 
our Light and our Support. 

I aſk not, O Lord, for that kind of elo- 
- quence which flatters the ears, and pleaſes 
the minds of men: the ſubject which ought 
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to engroſs our preſent attention, is of it{-If 
too great for human language to attempt. 
We dare not venture to ſpeak of it from an 
apprehenſion that we ſhall not find expreſſi- 
on; and, in making the attempt, we ſuſpect 
that our ideas muſt be found unworthy of 
ſo profound and ſublime a myſtery. 

Thus then, my Brethren, I ſhall pay no 
attention to words and phraſes, that I may 
tell you plainly the Incarnation 1s, at one 
and the ſame time, the Humiliation of the 
Word, and the Exaltation of Man. Here 
then, O Chriſtians, admire the infinite mer- 


cy of the Son of God, who ſubjected him 


ſelf to the loweſt debaſement to exalt us; 
who reduced himſelf to the moſt terrible in- 
digence to enrich us, and who ſubmitted to 
the hardeſt ſlavery to procure our freedom. 
My thoughts are ſo entirely abſorbed in this 
ſuhject, that I remain tranſported and tranſ- 
fixed with aſtoniſhment... We muſt be able 
to open the boſom of God himſelf, the 
eternal ſanctuary of the Divinity; to loſe 
fight of all ages and diſtances ; to ſpread 
ourſelyes abroad in this immenſity, and ſur- 
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find that the Eternal God is incomprehen— 
ſible: a Being, who is not limited either by 
ſpace or time, and who depends upon him- 
ſelf alone; who, always immenſe and in. 
finite, has acquired nothing by the creation 
of this world, and will not loſe any thing 
when it ſhall be deſtroyed. How ſhall 1, 
then, O omnipreſent Goodneſs, ſpeak this 
day of thy Word, which is as old as thou 
art, though proceeding from thee ; which 
is the charaQter of thy ſubſtance, and the 
{ſplendour of thy glory? 

O my God, do thou filence my a 
and ſtrike dumb my haughty and pre- 
ſumptuous reaſon; exalt my heart even unto 
thyſelf, that I may. be able to draw ſome 
rays from the fulneſs of thy light, which 
may deſcend upon my hearers, that they 
may know him whom thou haſt ſent, who 1s 
our Way, and our Truth, and our Life, and 
whom we ſhould look upon in this world as 
our Light and our Support. 

I aſk not, O Lord, for that kind of elo- 
_ quence which flatters the ears, and pleaſes 
the minds of men: the ſubject which ought 
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to engroſs our preſent attention, is of it{-If 
too great for human language to attempt. 
We dare not venture to ſpeak of it from an 
apprehenſion that we ſhall not find expreſſi- 
on ; and, in making the attempt, we ſuſpect 
that our ideas muſt be found unworthy of 
ſo profound and ſublime a myſtery. 

Thus then, my Brethren, I ſhall pay no 
attention to words and phraſes, that I may 
tell you plainly the Incarnation 1s, at one 
and the ſame time, the Humiliation of the 
Word, and the Exaltation of Man. Here 
then, O Chriſtians, admire the infinite mer- 
cy of the Son of God, who ſubjected him- 
ſelf to the loweſt debaſement to exalt us; 
who reduced himſelf to the moſt terrible in- 
digence to enrich us, and who ſubmitted to 
the hardeſt ſlavery to procure our freedom. 
My thoughts are fo entirely abſorbed in this 
ſubject, that I remain tranſported and tranſ- 
fixed with aſtoniſhment... We muſt be able 
to open the boſom of God himſelf, the 
eternal ſanctuary of the Divinity; to loſe 
fight of all ages and diſtances ; to ſpread 
ourſelyes abroad in this immenſity, and ſur- 
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vey this purely intellectual eternity which 
conſtitutes the eſſence of the Supreme Being 
to form a juſt conception of his greatneſs 
and per fections. We muſt, in the next place, 
look back upon our own diminutive being, 
the miſeries of our condition, the horrors 
of our nothingneſs, ſo as to be ſenſible of 
the contraſt between us and. a God, who of 
himſelf fills all ſpace, and who has conde- 
ſcended to take upon him the figure and na- 
ture of a ſlave. | 

Ye Heavens, if I inquire of you the na- 
ture of this Myſtery, you will anſwer me 
that the Almighty who created you, who 
ſuſtained you upon the immenſe void, and 
who has ſtretched you out like a mantle, is 
truly incomprehenſible in his works, in his 
actions, and in his ways. Ye Angels and 
Heavenly Spirits, who form the court of 
the Eternal, if I might venture to aſk you 
how the Almighty could aſſume a body 
like unto our bodies, you proſtrate your- 
ſelves before him, you adore him, and 
teach me, by your example, that every crea- 
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his Creator, and that the Birth of the Man- 
God is a myſtery of faith, and not a ſubject 
of vain curioſity. 

God Almighty cannot be greater by any 
degree of exaltation, but adds, in ſome 
ſenſe, to his glory by his humiliation. 
What an object for our admiration, to ſee 
the Eternal himſelf under the veil of a mor- 
tal body, or in the appearance of earthly 
bread, reduce himſelf to a kind of anni- 
Miation! Then the whole faculties of my 
ſoul are as if they were not, and of my 
whole exiſtence there remains nothing but 
an extatic admiration. 

But when I reflect that this unſpeakable 
prodigy was accompliſhed for my ſake, my 
heart flames with the moſt ardent love. 
For the Eternal Word, my Brethren, does 
not ſeem to lay aſide his Divinity, but in a 
degree to render our nature divine. He 
comes to intermix his Eternity with the ſhort 
ſpace of our duration; to protract our life 
beyond the exiſtence of time : he comes to 
unite his Almighty power to our weaknels, 


that we may become invincible ; he even 
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deſcends to us, that we may be exalted to 
him, and placed at the fountain of all light 
and of all treaſures. 

This is ſo true, that, before the Incar- 
nation, no mortal could penetrate into the 
Heavens, and that man, oppreffed with a 
weight of ſorrows, had no other means of 
efcaping from them : but ſcarcely was the 
coming of the Meſſiah proclaimed, when 
the earth, which was covered with thorns 
and brambles, becauſe of the ſin of Adam, 
leaped for joy, and ſaw a cloud of Patri- 
archs. and Prophets, both by their words 
and actions, foretel the coming of their ſo- 
vereign Deliverer. 

So ſoon as he appeared, mankind be- 
held the greateſt of all good things heaped 
upon them ; the rivers of an Almighty and 
miraculous grace pouring upon them from 
all quarters; even the ſplendour of Jeſus 


Chriſt became the ſplendour of all true 


Chriſtians. They were ſeen eloathed with 
the luftre of Juſtice and: Holineſs ; even in 
the deepeſt caverns ; even to the remoteſt 
corners of the earth; even upon ſcaffolds 

the 
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the glory of the Incarnate Word was diſ- 
played. It was for his ſake they ſuffered, 
for his ſake they died, and, by this double 
ſacrifice, we are taught that we ought to ſa- 
crifice ourſeives to the Man-God, to live as 
he lived, and at leaſt deſire to die as he 
died. We have not eſcaped from the ſla- 
very of Sin, but to be ſubjected to the will 
of our Deliverer. He has not exalted us to 
the rank of being his friends, his brethren, 
and co-heirs, but upon condition that what 
was wanting in his paſſhon, in us ſhould be 
fully accompliſhed : Adimpleo ea que deſunt 
paſſhonum Chrifti, in carne mea. 

It is your memory, O inexplicable Myſ- 
tery, which the Church commemorates this 
day: it is to you that we owe the invalu— 
able happineſs of our deliverance and ex- 
altation : by your means we are no longer 
under a law of dread and terror, but under 
a law of love; and through your divine 
love we have an almighty interceflor with 
God, who is continually ſoliciting our con- 


verſion: through you we are become living 
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tabernacles, wherein Jeſus Chriſt repoſeth, | 


and worketh great miracles in our fayour, 


Grant, O Incarnate Word ! that in theſe 


days of Health and Benediction, our ado- 
rations may not be ſolely outward and tran- 
ſitory, but, like unto the adoration of the 
Shepherds, and the Wiſe Men, may they 
fix the reign of Jeſus Chriſt for ever in 
our hearts, in whom we have life and ſal- 
vation, and through whom alone we can 
plead any merit. So be it. 


P AN E G M R I C 
O F 


ST. REPARATA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. 


ROFANE genealogies, ye who feed 
human pride ; chimerical nobility, that 
makes us forget the clay from which we 
were taken, and the original fin which de- 
filed our ſoul from the moment of our con- 
ception, you will not intrude into this place 
to tarniſh the eulogium which I conſecrate 
to Truth, Nothing that bears a relation to 
terreſtrial things ought to enter into the Pa- 
negyric of a perſonage entirely celeſtial : the 
world has nothing in common with ſanctity. 
The Heroes of Chriſtianity reſemble not 
the great Men of the earth : the Elect are 
born in the boſom of the Deity. There the 
Eternal himſelf ſketched the great models 
which- he is to offer to the earth, that we 
may imitate them; that he may form and 
prepare 
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prepare thoſe ſublime ſouls that, from age to 
age, come to enlighten and edify the world; 
and keep as a depoſit, under the ſeal of 

Righteouſneſs and Mercy, the fountain of 
all Graces, the ſeed of all Virtues, in order 
to form, when requiſite, Apoſtles, Martyrs, 
Doctors, Anchorets ; in a word, it is there, 
O Chriſtian Hearers ! that he delighted to 
create St.Reparata your illuſtrious Patroneſs, 
and to make of her a veſſel of honour and 
election. 

Profane Hiſtory hide thy head: thou who 
haſt nothing to offer us but inſtances of 
falſe virtues: thou whoſe Heroes, a thou- 
fand times leſs deſerving of praiſe than of 
pity, were prompted to their exploits only 
by a contemptible principle of pride, on 
whom the Philoſophers diffuſed only an un- 
certain light proper to lead them aſtray. 

Would we behold a light without clouds, 
and fee virtues without fictitious ornament,, 
we mult turn our eyes to the Hiſtory of the 
Church ; that hiſtory whoſe uninterrupted 
feries of actions the moſt memorable, and 
moſt worthy of our imitation, reſembles the 

0 CON= 
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continuity of thoſe ſerene days, which, in 
the moſt ſmiling ſeaſon, charm us with their 
purity and luſtre. 

Such were the excellent qualities, the 
ſublime actions of the illuſtrious Reparata ! 
Always humbling herſelf below the world; 
always riſing above the creatures; always 
deſtitute of the riches of the world ; always 
abounding in the treaſures of Heaven ; al- 
ways courageous in the midſt of the greateſt 
conflicts 3 always victorious over her appe- 
tites, her paſſions, and over tyrants ; ſhe 
appeared rather an angel than a mortal be- 
ing : ſhe had a body only to make it ſpirt- 
tual ; a ſoul only to render it divine. 

O my God! thou beheldeſt this ſpectacle 
as the work of thy grace; for thou directeſt 
the feet of thy ſervants when they tread in 
the paths of Virtue : thou looſeneſt their 
tongues when they bleſs thy holy name; 
thou openeſt their hands when they diſtri- 
bute their alms; thou filleſt their hearts 
with thyſelf when they are inflamed with 
the ardors of Charity, and, without chang- 
ing countenance, deliver themſelves up to 
execu- 
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executioners, and all the horror of tor. 
ments. 

But for me, who have no other merit 
than barely the defire of being able to imi- 
tate the Saints, how ſhall I dare to ſpeak to 
you of a ſoul entirely Heavenly, who was 
always in communion with God, and who 
ſighed during her whole life for the poſleſ. 
fion of him alone? 

Yet, that-I may not diſappoint your ex- 
pectation, and in order to ſecond your zeal 
on this ſolemn day on which we are aſſem- 
bled, I ſhall ſhew that your illuſtrious Pa- 
troneſs, after obtaining the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed powers from Heaven,. merits the greateſt 
honours upon earth, and that, if we do not 
take care to imitate her virtues, they will 
ſerve only to our condemnation. 

Holy Spirit! I can neither begin nor 
finiſh ſuch a picture, if thou traceſt not the 
deſign, if thou doſt not guide the hand and 
the pencil by which it is to be executed, 
The words of every Miniſter of the Goſpel 
are only empty ſounds, unleſs rendered et- 
fectual by thee; and all human eloquence 
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only a barren multiplicity of words, if thou 
do not render them fruitful, and give them 
life, O thou who inſpireſt the Prophets, 
and who directeſt the tongue of Preachers, 
put up to thee this petition in the name of 
the moſt excellent of all creatures, in the 


name of Mary, whoſe interceſſion is ſo pow- 
erful with God. 


r 


RELIGION being really incompatible 
with every thing terreſtrial and carnal, know- 
eth no riches or. grandeur but ſuch as are 
purely ſpiritual, and have God himſelf for 
their object. Hence comes it that Nature 
and Grace are always in oppoſition, and the 
deſires of Chriſtians have no reſemblance to 
thoſe of the worldly-minded. 

Reparata was a ſtriking example of this 


truth : a ſtranger to her family upon earth, 


ſhe lived only to undeceive mankind, and 
to teach them that there is nothing deſire- 
able, nothing great, nothing perfect, but 
the treaſures of Grace. | 
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Were it poſſible here to call from the 
Dead the ſouls of all thoſe who were ac. 
quainted and lived with her, they would be 
ſo many witneſſes teſtifying to you that her 
ſpirit was invariably attiched to that of Re. 
ligion ; that her heart was always united to 
that of Jeſus Chriſt, and that her whole 
perſon was the moſt lively expreffion of Cha- 
rity : they would tell you, that ſhe exiſted 
only by that Virtue. 

Thus be not aſtoniſhed, if the earth was 
in her ſight only a grain of ſand driven at 
the pleaſure of the winds; if a world, en- 
tirely intellectual and divine, was alone ſuf- 
, ficient to ſatisfy the immenſity of her de- 
fires ; if her pity comprehended the whole 
human race, without excepting even an in- 
dividual. 

In vain were eſtabliſhments propoſed, 
riches diſplayed, and the glory of this world 
ſet before her in all its der; nothing 
leſs than the Divinity could fix her attention: 
her eyes only beheld his providence; her 
ears only heard his voice, and thus ſhe, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, reproaches us with our 

un- 
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unhappy indifference for the bleſſings of 
Heaven: for alas, you know that almoſt all 
our affections are entirely carnal, and if we 
do occaſionally invoke our Maker, it is for 
the moſt part by rote, not from love. We 
remove from us, as far as poſſible, that ſu- 
preme Being, in whom we breathe, and by 
whom we exiſt, while we ruſh with impetu- 
oſity on the objects he has forbidden, while 
we make ourſelves as many Gods as there 
are creatures, and think not of -the Creator. 

Why cannot I here diſplay to you the in- 
finite riches of which that God is the diſ- 
Penſer, whom you thus caſt from your re- 
membrance ? Why cannot | lay before you 
thoſe boundleſs conſolations which he be- 
ſtoweth on his Ele&, and ſhew you all the 
bleflings of which he is the fulneſs of the 
fpring; then would ye know that there is 
no happineſs but in being his faithful ſer- 
vants. 

Man plunges from lol to gulph, faith 
St. Auguſtine, when he departeth from the 
true God: his light becometh darkneſs, his 

life 
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life an actual death, his exiſtence non-exiſ- 
tence. 

Of this your glorious Patroneſs was ſo 

fully convinced, that ſhe applied herſelf to 
give all who approached her a thorough 
conviction of thoſe great truths. None 
could converſe with her without being edi- 
fied, without being inſpired. with a portion 
of her piety, and acknowledging that God 
was the true element of her underſtanding, 
and of er affections, 
O bleſſed Saint, why art thou not ſtill 
alive. eſpecially in this corrupted age, when 
God himſelf is lo- ked upon only as an ideal 
Being. Thou wouldſt reſtore almoſt extin- 
guiſhed faith to new life, and we ſhould {ce 
the moſt glorious ages of the church re- 
newed. Men would liſten with eagerneſs to 
thy voice, and what efforts would they not 
make to imitate examples ſo perſuaſive as 
thine ! 

Yet, my Brethren, if you had faith, you 


would look upon your glorious Patroneſs as 


always living; you would be convinced, 
that all thoſe Saints who paſs in ſucceſſion 
through 
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through this world in order to purify and 
inſtruct it, are ever preſent before God, 
ever ready to ſuccour you when they are in- 
voked with a humble and contrite heart. 

By their ſuffrages the lightnings are ſtop- 
ped in their courſe, the thunders are extin- 
guiſhed in the hands oſ the Almighty, our 
evils are mitigated, and there ſtil] remains 
a hope of returning ſincerely to God. 

The honour which we pay to the Saints 
is not a barren Apotheofis like that of the 
Pagans. We are aſſured, on the teſtimony 
of the Church, which cannot deceive us, that 
their interceſſions open a fountain of mercies 
to all who have recourſe to them. And how 
ſhould they not be powerful, how ſhould 
they not be beneficent, who, deified in Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, participate in a manner in- 
effable of his power and goodneſs? Nie is a 
fruitful Vine, of which they are the branch- 
es, a Tree of Life, of which they are the 
boughs, and from which they receive nou- 
riſhment and vigour. 

It is only in Jeſus Chriſt, therefore, that 


you are to conſider your illuſtrious Patro- 
nels, 
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neſs, if you would deſire to find her all 
powerful, and have recourſe to her mediation 


without derogating from his, who is by 


way of eminence our Redeemer, 

What a view to the eyes of faith is a 
boundleſs, eternal, infinite Being, uniting 
with his eſſence the elect in all ages, ta 
make them live for ever with him a life en- 
tirely miraculous and divine, to ſhew them 
one day in the face of the whole carth, 
ſhining with glory and majeſty ! 

Then will you behold that Protectreſs 
herſelf whom this day you ſolemnly invoke, 
riſe up againſt you, if you do not uſe your 


utmoſt endeavours to follow her virtues. 


But let us not, by ſorrowful reflections, ob- 
ſcure the glory of ſo great a day. Conſi- 
dering the excellent qualities for which you 
are diſtinguiſhed, I am fond of perſuading 
myſelf that ye will render yourſelves worthy 
of the interceſſion of the bleſſed Reparata, 
and that the more you advance in age, the 
more you will labour to imitate her love tor 
penance, | 
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There is no other method of imploring 
with ſucceſs the ſuccour of the Saints; for 
neither can they be glorified by the praiſes 
laviſhed upon them, nor by an eulogium 
ſuch as this I now pronounce. An imitation 
of their virtues is the only Panegyric that 
can be agreeable to them; otherwiſe they 
would reſemble the great men of the earth, 
who are only deſirous to gratify themſelves 
with a vain incenſe, without conſidering 
how it 1s offered to them. If I do not here 
purſue the thread of the Hiſtory of the Saint 
whom we celebrate, it is from a dread of 
laying before you facts not ſufficiently au- 
_ thenticated. Truth is never honoured by 
falſehood. Religion ſtands neither in need 
of fictitious legends, nor of ſuppoſitions ; 
and it is ſufficient for your inſtruction and 
edification to know, that your glorious Pa- 
troneſs was ſanCtified by the ſpirit of peni- 
tence and the love of God. | 

The Divine Being made her heart a fanc- 
tuary for the reception of all his treaſures ; 
and, from that moment, her ſoul was invigo- 
rated by a ſtrength truly celeſtial ; and full 
| of 
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of heroic courage, ſhe openly defied the rage 
of the tyrants who endeavoured to corrupt 
her religion, 
| God predeſtinated her from all eternity to 
ſerve as a ſpectacle to angels and to men, 
by the greatneſs of her faith; and in order 
to obey his decrees, in the tranſports of un- 
expreſſible joy, and a love entirely divine, ſhe 
is inflamed with a holy ardour to mingle her 
blood with that of Jeſus Chriſt, that ſhemight 
reign eternally with him. Vanquiſhed na- 
ture was aſtoniſhed at her courage, and had 
not time to complain and to ſpeak. The 
body of our illuſtrious Saint was perfectly 
united with her ſoul, and, if I may uſe the 
expreſhon, lamented its wanting the faculty 
of defiring the glory of Martyrdom. At 
laſt ſhe arrived at the place of her ſacrifice : 
ſhe embraced the ſcaffold on which ſhe was 
to be offered; ſhe affectionately kiſſed the 
ſword that was to deprive her of life ; now 
ſhe received the fatal blow, and, while her 
body was ſtretched upon the earth, her foul 
flew to Heaven, there to live for ever, —O 
bleſſed Saint, united with the eſſence of 
| Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, obtain for us from God, though 
we be unworthy to ſuffer, to gain the king- 
dom of Heaven by martyrdom ; at leaſt, to 
make a ſacrifice of our appetites and paſſi- 
ons, and to love penitence and its Holy au- 
ſterities; obtain for us, by the aſſiſtance of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the power to imitate thy zeal 
for Religion, thy charity towards our neigh- 
bours, and laſtly, thy example in all things. 
We this day make a vow to that God who 
ſees and hears us, to exert our utmoſt endea- 
vours to reſiſt the illuſions of the evil ſpi- 
rit; and to ſupport, with patience and re- 
fignation, all rhe evils of this deceitful world. 


[The Second Part is wanting.) 


Vol. IV. [ 


—: , Rr —reermIRIRnnY or er rr er ..... III ITS: — 
= — 2 8 282 % & — - - 


— — ee 2. „ 22 — 2 — — rr f ö 
1 . K 1 — * 2 — 2 » 0 - - - — - - - of : - — —— L q 6 ot. at 
— , , [ us 


V V 
- As 4&4 _ a — - o - - * ——ä—6—ꝓ — — — 


. IL 


\| 
| 


Z 


PRONOUNCED IN THE YEAR 1741, 

| A1 THE 

GENERAL-CHAPT:ER 
OF THE 


CROTHER MINOR CONVENTUALS; 
 » £4 2 & 


REVEREND FATHER GANGANELLT, 


INPRAISE OF BENEDICT XIV,W HO PRESIDEN 
THERE. 


MOST HOLY FATHER, 
HEN TI reflect upon the ſovereign 
dignity with which you are in- 
veſted ; the worthy actions with which you. 


are ſurrounded; the multitude of kindneſſes 


which you are inceſſantly beſtowing ; and 
laſtly the glory which you enjoy, which 
ſhines with greater luſtre than your diadem, 
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and which cannot fail to aſſure you of im- 
mortality ; I confeſs that I have not cou- 
rage to utter a ſingle {yllable, and would 
with much more to have my heart impreſſed 
with whatever ſuch great objects are capa- 
ble of inſpiring, than attempt to diſplay in 
what manner I am affected, 

My fears ſtill increaſe when I confider 
that whatever I can ſay will very ſoon be- 
come public in a city, which it is very dif- 
ficult to pleaſe, and which having ſeen true 
eloquence born and perfected in her boſom, 
if I may uſe the expreſſion, will look with 
diſdain upon a panegyric which iſſues from 


the obſcurity of a cloiſter, and will be 


thought ſtill more indifferent becauſe it 
cannot keep pace with the very high opi- 
nion which ſhe entertains of the greatelt of 
all Pontiffs. | 

I cannot conceive how it has happened 
that I ſhould be ſelected upon this occaiion, 


when ſo many celebrated perſonages of the 


different Religious Orders have employed 
the moſt elevated thoughts, as well as the 


richeſt expreſſions, and with the greateſt 
ſuccels, 
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ſucceſs, moſt Holy Father, to declare to 
you all their love, and all their admiration ! 
Beſides, I do not expect to ſtop the ſun's 
courſe : and although I was intimidated up- 
on recollecting the difficulties which I ex- 
perienced on a former occaſion, when I was 
obliged to offer public homage to a Prince 
of the Church *, I could not decline the 
defire of my Superior General, who has 
thought proper to employ me to acknow- 
ledge an infinite number of kindneſſes, 
which the immortal Benedict XIV, has been 
pleaſed to confer upon him and his Order, 
His lively gratitude could not be reſtrained, 
but mult ſhine forth in expreſſions of thanks, 
and the only thing for which he deſerves to 
be blamed, is, his having choſen a man who 
is ſtill covered with the duſt of the ſchools, 
to be his interpreter, and who has neither 
the practice nor abilities which are requiſite 


for ſpeaking in the preſence of ſovereign 
Pontiffs. 


* Ganganelli ſpeaks of the Panegyric of Cardinal 


STAMPA, which he pronounced at Milan ſome years 
be fore. 
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But it is the duty of a Friar to obey, and, 
rather than fail to give a proof of my obe- 
dence, I muſt expoſe myſelf to become an 
object of cenſure to thoſe men, who, as 
Cicero ſays, fet themſelves up as Critics in 
the midſt of company and in gay feſtivals, 

But let us lay aſide all thoughts of fear, 
and, animated with the fruitfulneſs of the 
fubje&, think only of the honour and ſatis. 
faction of celebrating the greatneſs, the learn- 
ing, the prudence, the (generoſity and ge- 
nius of the great Pontiff, who condeſcends 
this day to unite with us as one of ourſelves. 

If I cannot introduce into this encomium 
all the dignity which the ſubject deſerves, I 
will at leaft employ all my power to prove 
the deſire I have to render it ſuch as it ought 
to be: but as 1 cannot depart from the li- 
mits which are prefcribed to me, I ſhall 
much leſs attempt, O Moſt Holy Father, 
to extol the very great reputation which you 


have acquired, both by your immortal Works 


written in the ſervice of the Church, and 
your fame in the republic of Letters, than 
to recollect thoſe benefits with Which you 
| have 
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have ſo frequently and fo nobly enriched us, 
and which you have this day completed, by 
condeſcending to preſide at a general aſſem- 
bly of our Order, with a love and zeal 
which 1s truly paternal, 

If, as Xenophon ſays, we ought not to 
eftimate a benefit by what it is only in itfelf, 
but by the dignity of the perſon who beſtows 
it, it is my duty, in a very particular man- 
ner, to attend to this important object. 

May Heaven grant that this Diſcourſe may 
correſpond with the ideas we have of the 
eminent virtue and extenſive liberalities of 
the immortal Lambertini, and the full ex- 
tent of our gratitude! Every time I reflect 
vpon the ancient ſplendour of the Religious 
Congregations, which neither the ſucceſſion 
of ages, nor the revolution of times have 
been able to deprive of their luftre, I have 
raiſed my thoughts even to the Supreme Be- 
ing, as the fountain from whence this glori- 
ous prerogative has flowed. It 1s upon him 
alone that I can caſt my eye, when I reflect 
upon the honour which the Order of St. 
Francis has acquired, by producing a Pa- 

I 4 >. Finn; 
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tavinus, whoſe extraordinary merit, the de. 
cay of human affairs has neither been able 
to change, nor put out of date by bring- 
ing to light a Bonaventura, whoſe extraor- 
dinary gentleneſs correſponded with his won- 
derful eloquence, and who, by his profound 
and extenſive knowledge, deſcrved to be 
called The Seraphic Teacher ;—by training 
a Sextus Quintus, whoſe memory will re- 
main to the lateſt poſterity, as that of a 
prince, who was capable of governing the 


whole world with ſteadineſs and prudence,— 


and laſtly, by peopling different kingdoms 
and ſtates with multitudes of illuſtrious per- 
ſonages, equally valuable for their learning 
and ſagacity. But above all, and what we 
eſteem the higheſt honour that could be done 
to our Order, O Moſt Holy Father, is, the 
zeal with which you have condeſcended to 
come and preſide at this Aſſembly, and to 
expreſs yourſelf to us in words which de- 
ſerve to be written in letters of gold; Mat 
aotwithſtanding the buſineſs and embarraſſments 
With which a Sovereign Pontiff is conſtantly op- 
preſſed, you have yielded to our deſires, that 
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you might be engaged in attending to our in- 
tereſts, and in procuring our tranquility. 

There can be no better proof of kindneſs 
than when the affection of a prince makes 
him ſeek opportunities of beſtowing his 
bounties ;—then the ſubjects, penetrated 
with gratitude for what has been done, are 
encouraged to hope in future. 

It is in this manner, O Moſt Holy Fa- 
ther, that you have diſtinguiſhed yourſelf 


with regard to our Order, and the more re- 


markably, that you have torn yourſelf away 
from moſt important buſineſs that you might 
yield to our entreaties. 
You were ſcarcely acknowledged Sove- 
reign Pontiff, when you teſtified a deſire of 
prefiding in our Aſſembly, and, notwith- 
ſtanding your ſolicitude to attend us, you 
condeſcended to ſubmit to our delays, and, 
without hurrying us, have preſerved your 
kind purpoſes in our favour. A remarka- 
ble inſtance of goodneſs, of which we are 
truly ſenſible, and never can forget ! 
What ſhall I not ſay upon this occaſion, 
of the kind attention with which you have 
I5 even 
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even prevented our deſires, by entering into 
our affairs with as much zeal as if they were 
your own, and in preferring our Order to 
all the other Chapters, that you might. ho- 
nour our Aſſembly with your auguſt pre- 
ſence. What renders this inſtance of your 
goodneſs {til} more deſerving of our gratefu! 
attention, is, your having made your ap- 
pearance with all the luſtre of Pontifical Ma- 
jeſty, and moſt unexampled kindneſs, In 
fine, to embrace us in your paternal arms, 
and to make us rejoice in your preſence, you 
have conſented to put off buſineſs of the 
greateſt importance, and to beſtow upon us 
part of your time which is ſo precious. 
What a ſubject for triumph to the Order 
of St. Francis, the having the felicity of ſce- 
ing in her boſom, in the qualities of Spec- 
tator, Preſident, and Father, -a Sovereign 
Pontiff, who, by the nobleneſs of his an- 
ceſtry, ſome of whom have their names in- 
ſerted in the Catalogue of Saints, but more 
particularly by his own merits, adds a new 
luſtre to the ſplendor of the Tiara! 
How 
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How ſhall I enumerate his virtues ? his 
nights ſpent in ſtudy; his apoſtolical la- 
bours; his admirable compoſitions ? Even 
at the time when Lambertini took his de- 
grees, there was no ſtudent to be found who 
could be compared with him, he was fo 
greatly ſuperior to all his cotempories, ſo 
much did his genius tower above all others, 

By this means it was, O Moſt Holy Fa- 
ther, that you merited the eſteem of Cle- 
ment XI, who was perfectly capable of diſ- 
tinguiſhing worth and abilities, and knew 
how to put a juſt value upon yours, and to 
whom yon have given an eternal evidence of 
your gratitude, by dedicating to him one of 
your immortal compoſitions. All the world 
knows how that Holy Pontiff, Benedict XIII. 
loved you, and the honour which he conferred 
upon the Sacred College, as well as upon 
himſelf, when he cloathed you with the Ro- 
man Purple. It was a time when Religion 
congratulated herſelf on finding in you ſo ex- 
cellent a model, Science a maſter, Learning 
2 judge, Bologna a citizen and protector, 
and, 1n one word, the world a prodigy. 
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From whence it is, that the eminent ſity. 
ation to which you have arrived has not been 
aſcribed to the caprice of fortune, but to the 
ſublime and fingular qualities which ren— 
dered you deſerving, and made you to be 
compared with the Sun, whole beneficence 
equals his brightneſs, 

You, Moit Holy Father, make amends 
to the whole world for the ſad misfortunc 
which it experiences by ſeeing men, who 
are both weak and vicious, riſing every day 
to the higheſt dignities; men who may be 
compared to thoſe vapours which are ex- 
haled by the heat of the Sun, that produce 
nothing but obſcurity, and of whom Boctius 
aid, that they do nothing but cover the 
eminent ranks which they attain, with diſ- 
honour. Would to Heaven that men were 
ſought after for honours, and not honours 
for men | 

But after having lightly hinted at the ſur- 
prizing qualities which have placed you 
upon the Pontifical throne, I hope I may be 
allowed, Moſt Holy Father, to repeat with 
what joy and ſatisfaction that great cvent 

was 
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was received in this city, and, indeed, in the 
whole Church, , 

J recolle& that happy and ever memo- 
rable day when we heard of your promo- 
tion; a general expreſhon of joy overſpread 
every countenance, and every man's eyes 
plainly declared what paſled in their hearts. 
That univerſal gladneis which could no 
longer be reſtrained, burſting forth from all 
quarters, endeavoured to ſhew that there 
never could be an opportunity more favour- 
able for its being diſplayed, Then it was 
that the name of Lambertini, flying from 
mouth to mouth, excited the moſt happy 
ſenſations, and that we could not perceive 
night ſucceeding the day, ſo ſplendid and 
numerous were the illuminations which pub- 
lic joy had lighted up on the occaſion, 

What emotions, what a picture to ſee the 
innumerable multitude of ſpectators, who 
ran in crouds to ſee the moſt venerable and 
moſt beloved of all Pontiffs conſecrated ! 
We then ſaw the houſes ready to fall to the 
ground with the weight of the ſwarms of 


people, who flocked even to the very roots. 
There 
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There was not the leaſt ſpace left unoccupied, 
even ſome that were inſecure, tottering and 
teaning over, were covered with people, 
who expoſed themſelves to the hazard of 
falling and being cruſhed in pieces, The 
whole ſtreets were filled, even the Vatican 
was too ſmall, and very few could have {a- 
tished their curioſity if it had not been for 
the laborious efforts of the guards, who 
were every moment like to be buried under 
the feet of the immenſe croud, whom they 
endeavoured to reſtrain. 

No age was exempted from a deſire of 
witneſſing ſuch an uncommon triumph, The 
children threw themſelves headlong into the 
crowd, that they might be the firſt to ob- 
ſerve you, the young pcople to point you 
out, the aged to admire you, ſtrangers to 
know you, and even the ſick, diſobedient 
to the orders of the phyſicians, dragged 
themſelves along as it they had been ccr- 
tain that, by ſecuring a ſight of you, their 
healths would have been reſtored. Some 
were heard loudly to declare, that, fince they 
had ſeen you, they had lived long enough; 
and 
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and others, that it was from that moment 
they had a deſire to live. 

The joy of the people, like violent Gaines, 
but irregular in their motions and undulati- 
ons, ſeemed ſometimes to relax that they might 
burſt forth again with double luſtre; and if 
they deſiſted at intervals in their expreſſions of 
applauſe, it was becauſe they were deſirous 
to render their plaudits worthy of the merits 
of Benedict XIV. Mothers congratulated 
themſelves on their fruitfulneſs, on ſeeing 
with joy under what fort of a Prince and 
Father thoſe men and citizens, whom they 
ſhould bring into the world, were to Jive, 

Rome, thou didſt view this grand ſpecta- 
cle from the ſummit of thy lofty hills, and 
ſeemed to exalt thyſelf ſtill more from the 
joy with which thou waſt tranſported, than 
by the immenſe prerogative of being the Me- 
tropolis of the whole world. Thou didſt 
expect, in that moment of joy and peace, to 
recover what thou hadſt been deprived of 
in preceding ages by the contentions of the 
Great; and foreſaweſt, from that time, that 
Concord, which frequently changes, would 

become 
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become fixed ; and though different nations 
and ſtates would not conſent to acknowledge 
that they are the centre of true Religion, 
they might at leaſt unite to bleſs and admire 
her new Chief. 

It is but juſt that the Pontifical dignity, 
which neither procured you a diſtinction to 
which high birth is intitled, nor the quali- 
ties of the heart, nor the advantages of ge- 
nius, nor the reputation which you enjoyed 
in the Republic of Letters, nor all the emi- 
nent virtues which you poſſeſs, ſhould pro- 
cure for you ſuch honours, and that your 
elevation became a period of joy and glad- 


neſs to the whole univerſe. 


There was no rank could ſuit you but that 
of Sovereign Pontiff; you would have been 
improperly placed in any other, and you 
now give us a moſt authentic proof, Moſt 
Holy Father, by deigning to deſcend to 
meet us with ſo much goodneſs, It is a fa- 
vour of which every province, every king- 
dom, nay, the whole world, would be vain: 
and it is an act of condeſcenſion which, 
at the ſame time that it diſtinguiſhes our Or- 

der 
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der with the greateſt luſtre, gives an addi- 
tional ſplendor to your exalted virtues. 
What a glorious period for us! What a 
lively and laſting joy will it not occaſion ! 
Moſt Holy Father you could not but be 
ſenſible of this, when our deputies from 
France, Spain, Poland, Germany, and in- 
deed from every country in the world, had 
the happineſs to be preſented to you, It 
might have been ſaid that whatever was 
around them, even things inanimate, par- 
took of their happineſs: then it was that 
every one of them exclaimed, * O happy 
journey! how are we not recompenied for 
“ all our troubles anc! fatigug! whit favours 
“ have we not witheftec! nat HO Hes 
* are provided tur us! what wonders ſhall we 
have to relate to our fellow citizens!“ 
When we return home to our own country, 
how great will be the crouds and how filent 
the audience, when we ſhall ay to them, 
© Yes, we have ſeen him, that excellent 
** man, that beloved Pope! and we have 
* had the happineſs to view him as our 


* Prefdent and as our Father.” 
O Holy 
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O Holy Order of St. Francis, if you can, 
learn to value fo great a kindneſs ! 

It is with much ſatisfaction that you love 
to recollect the number of illuſtrious Pon. 
tiffs who have preſided at your aſſemblies; 
the number of Kings likewiſe who have ho- 
houred you with their auguſt preſence, for 
the Order was but newly inftituted, when 
Gregory IX, 'of the ancient and illuſtrious 
family of Conti, prefided ſucceſſively at the 
election of four Generals; Innocent IV, at 
the aſſemblies which were held at Genoa and 
Avignon; Alexander IV. affiſted at that 
aſſembly where St. Bonaventura was elected 
General, that eminent Perſonage who was 
equally uſeful to the Church and the Order 
of St. Francis. | 

You cannot forget that crouded General 
Chapter at Rieti, where Nicholas IV. ſeve- 
ral Cardinals, Charles II. King of Sicily, 
and Queen Mary, were defirous of attend- 
ing: nor the aflſembly of Anagni, where 
Boniface VIII. diſplayed his regard for the 
Order, and when, according to his deſire, 

the 
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the Cardinal Minius of Piſa, was choſen 
General. 


You muſt be pleaſed at recollecting the 


General Chapter which was held at Mantua, 
when Martin V. a Prince deſcended from 
the family of Colonna, preſided ; and the 
election of a General at Barcelona, where 
Peter King of Arragon aſſiſted, 

Laſtly you may boaſt of having King 
Rupert with Queen Sencia as ſpectators of 
your aſſemblies in Naples; and that Ni- 
cholas V, the Mecænas of the age; Sextus 
VI. who was one of your own children ; 
and Benedict XIII. of the illuſtrious Order 
of Dominicans, prefided at your general 
Chapters, 

But notwithſtanding all the glorious ad- 
vantages which render your Order immor- 
tal, that of holding Benedict XIV. this day 
in your boſom, is infinitely the moſt valu- 
able, becauſe he has condeſcended to invite 
himſelf to this Aſſembly, and to declare, 
with his own mouth, that he ardently deſired 
it, on purpoſe to give us all the conſolation 

and 
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and aſſiſtance, of which we could have any 
occaſion, 

If princes, on account of their diſtin. 
guiſhed rank, can find no retreat nor eſcape 
the public attention ; even in every place 
where they ſtop, or in the moſt remote parts 
of their palaces, they are expoſed to all 
eyes; if on the elevation of a Pope, ſome 
are tormented with the apprehenſion of 
loſing their employments ; or that they ſhall 
not procure one; and if others entertain a 
firm perſuaſion that they ſhall either preferve 
or acquire ſomething ; or laſtly, if a ſociety 
of any kind is expoſed either to praiſe or 
cenſure, according as the Sovereign happens 
to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with them, what 
regard, Moſt Holy Father, ought not the 
favour which you have this day conferred, 
to reflect upon us, by your appearing among 
us, and by the eminent kindaefles with 
which we have been diſtinguiſhed ! 

So far is your ancient and ſteady friend- 
ſhip for us from being changed or extin- 
guiſhed by-your new and elevated dignity, 
that on the contrary it has been diſplayed 
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more than ever, and in a manner ſo ſuperior 
to our thoughts, that we could not preſume 
to flatter ourſelves with ſuch hopes. 

The grateful acknowledgements which 
we owe to you did not begin only at he pe- 
riod when we experienced your kindneſs, 
but at the very inſtant of your promiſing 
them, for from that moment we knew that 
they were certain. Thus this Order, by 
whoſe defire I now addreſs you, date the 
kindneſs which you have this day beſtowed 
upon us, on that happy day when you con- 
deſcended to aſſure us that you would in- 
dulge us with ſuch a favour. 

What a favour! our affairs ſettled, our 
children comforted, and our glory more 
ſplendid than at any other period; the pre- 
ſence of Lambertini, who deſerves the eſ- 
teem and attachment of all good people ! 
What more could we poſlibly defire ? 

But what moſt delights us is, the modera- 
ration with which you condelcena to preſide 
over us, being ſatisfied with pointing out to 


k3 the perſon whom you wiſh we ſhould 
elect 
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elect to be our General, without laying oui 
inclinations under any reſtraint. 

Likewiſe as your views comprehend not 
only the preſent, but the time to come, and 
as the defires of a Pontiff, whoſe ſole wiſh 
is to do good, and who loves only the truth, 
are orders which compel us to comply, we 
have not heſitated to regulate our choice by 
the recommendation of your Holineſs ; and 
the rather, as the kindneſs which you have 
expreſſed for us, is a continuation of that 
friendly zeal with which your illuſtrious fa- 
mily has honoured us from the beginning 
of our inſtitution. 

I ſpeak here of facts which are recorded 
in the moſt- ſolemn and authentic manner, 
the proof of which may be ſeen upon a 
ſtone, which was engraved in the time of 


St. Francis himſelf, whereon it is atteſted 


that the plague having made ſuch dreadful 
ravages in the city of Bologna, that the 
whole family of Lambertini were carried off 


except one ſingle ſhoot, whom they owed 


to the powerful prayers of our glorious 
Founder. 
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A valuable monument which I admired 
at the time of my making profeſſion at Bo- 
logna, and which I ordered to be brought 
to this city, as if I had had a foreknow- 
ledge that I ſhould haye occaſion to mention 
it on the preſent conjuncture. A precious 
epoch, which we ſhall never forget, and 
which ſecuring the preſervation of your 11- 
luſtrious Houſe by the prayers of Francis 
d Aſſiſa, has procured for us in the revoluti- 
on of time, the moſt learned of all Pontiffs, 
and the moſt zealous in favour of our Or- 
der. 

Pardon me, Moſt Holy Father, if this 
diſcourſe does not correſpond with the luſtre 
of your virtues, nor the immenſity of your 
beneficence; but, who amongſt the moſt ſub- 
lime and eloquent of Orators, could praiſe 
you equal to your merits? 

Notwithſtanding the barrenneſs of my 
imagination, I ſhall perſuade myſelf that I 
have fulfilled my intention if I have ſpoken 
in fuch a manner as to prove agreeable to 
your Holineſs. But what is of much great- 
cr importance to us than the honour of 

having 
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having compoſed an excellent diſcourſe, i; 
to wiſh, Moſt Holy Father, that you may 
continue to live as long as we deſire, which 
cannot fail to happen if the number of your 
years ſhould equal the number of your vir- 
tues. The Church, the city of Rome, and 
I dare ſay, our Order, will enjoy the greateſt 
happineſs, 

Pleaſe to accept our grateful acknow- 
ledgements for all your kindneſs to us, 
which we ſhall ever retain a ſenſe of, and 
which will remain more deeply impreſſed 
upon our hearts, than if it were engraved 
upon a monument of braſs, It is no leſs 
* honourable,” ſays Plutarch *, © for a 
© a King, than for an Individual, to accept 
e of ſmall gifts, than to beſtow great pre- 
4 ſents.” 


Non enim eſt minu sregium atque adeo humanum 
parvula accipere, quam magna largiri. 
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CHAPTER OF THE F. F. MINOR CONVENTUALY 


ASSEMBLED For THE ELECTION OF A GENERALS 


18th MAY, 1771. 


T is aſſuredly, with the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion, that we this day find ourſelves in 
the midſt of you our dear children: your 
preſence recalls to us the pleafing remem- 
brance of that peaceful retirement we en- 
joyed amongſt you from our earlieſt youth 
of thoſe happy days, when no avocations 
prevented us from frequenting with you the 
ſanctuary of the living God, and with you 
Vol IV. K walking 
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walking in the ſteps of your pious founder. 
Whenever the former union which reigned 
among us occurs to our thoughts, we feel 
the reviviſcence of that tender friendſhip 
which we have always entertained for you. 
— Doubt not then, that the ſight of you 
fills us with unſpeakable joy ; eſpecially at 
this moment, when we ſee you aſſembled in 
the name of the Holy Spirit, and employed 
in a buſineſs of the greateſt importance to 
your Order, for which we entertain an un- 
common regard. 

In fact, you are now to chooſe from your 
own number a man, who, by the univerlal- 
lity of his virtues, may be a model to your 
whole body, and who may be able to keep 
its members ſteady in the moſt laudable 
practices, always conformably to the wit- 


dom of your rules: an act of the utmoſt. 


moment, the whole difficulty of which we 
comprehend, and for which, conſequently, 
all poſſible attention, difintereſtednels, and 
diſcernment, are requiſite: but we are freed 
from all apprehenſions by our knowledge of 
your diſpoſition for the good of your Order ; 
a2 | 
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and the wiſdom which has directed you in 
former elections, gives us a favourable omen 
of the attention you will pay to the preſent : 
in a word, our knowledge of the virtue of 
each individual, fills us with the firmeſt per- 
ſuaſion; for the eyes of the virtuous are the 
moſt ſure and infallible diſcerners of the 
moſt worthy. United by the bonds of cha- 
rity, they join to the merit of thinking mo- 
deſtly of themſelves, and a freedom from 
preſumption, the talent of perceiving with- 
out difficulty the merit of others. Thus 
neither private intereſt, nor prejudice, nor 
party ſpirit, nor any other cauſe, can warp 
you from your true glory, nor from your 
molt important good. 

You think juſtly, that, to provide for the 
general welfare, is labouring for the particu- 
lars; that your Order will be happy and 
louriſhing, only while piety and learning 
are there in full vigour; and that it will 
atain to that ſublime degree of virtue only, 
when it has found a head adorned with in- 
tegrity, ſcience, firmneſs and piety. Only 
that man is deſtined to lead others to every 
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{ſpecies of virtue who has firſt practiſed 
what he requires of them; who has given 
manifeſt proofs of obedience and humility; 
who to prudence joins ſimplicity, to ſeverity 
mildneſs, to Religion and piety a tender and 
compaſſionate charity; who, according to 
the circumſtances, can reprove and entreat, 
encourage and inſtruct; in a word, who 
has the gift of exciting and foſtering fer- 
vent devotion, and of transfuſing into the 
children the ſpirit which animated their il- 
luſtrious father. We are not inſenſible, that 
for a man to unite ſo many and ſo excellent 
qualities in his own perſen, is ſomething 
great and extraordinary; but of this your 
Order can furniſh remarkable examples. 
Not to ſpeak of thoſe who, in former times, 
were at the head of your Order, and de— 
ſerved every praiſe ; he who till this moment 
was cloathed with this important office, and 
whom we ſee here preſent, has acquitted 
himſelf in ſuch a manner as to ſecure our 

perpetual eſteem and good will. 
Such are che patterns of the new General 
whom you are about to cleft. Cloathe with 
their 


their dignity, let him be the repreſentative 
6. their merit; let him continually propoſe 
to himſelf ; let him have inceſſantly before 
his eyes the actions and the counſels of your 
firſt founder, as the luminous torch which 
is to guide him in his courſe; but, above all, 
let him ſeek and implore the aſſiſtance of 
Heaven: let him addreſs himſelf to the Gi- 
ver of Holineſs and of all Virtue ; ro God, 
whoſe Miniſter and Servant he is deſigned to 
bez let him put himſelf under the protec- 
tion of that Being who grants to all thoſe 
that put their ſole truſt in him, grace with- 
out meaſure to execute what he requires. 

Les, our dear children, believe that the 
man, whom you know capable of all this, 
is the perſon pointed out to you by the 
Lord, and whom it is his pleaſure you 


ſhould elect. Shew that you have no other 


thoughts, no other inchnations, than thofe 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe deſcent 
upon the Apoſtles at this moment, ſo hap- 
pily employs the attention of the whole 
Church *. 


This Diſcourſe was delivered on. Whitſun-eve. 
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In giving your ſuffrages, liſten only to his 
motions and dictates : grant us this conſo- 
lation; and by ſo inconteſtable a proof of 
virtue, increaſe in us the good opinion which 
we have conceived, and the ſingular affec- 
tion we bear to you. 

Of however long ſtanding that affection 
may be, we feel it re-kindle with encreaſing 
ardor, and take new root in our hearts: but 
what ſtill ſtrengthens it is, the eaſe with 
which we can add new luſtre, and be uſeful 
to your Order, ſince, notwithſtanding our 
unworthineſs, we have been raiſed to St. Pe- 
ter's Chair. | 

Shew us then, by the choice you are now 
to make, that our paternal affection and 
tenderneſs ' can no where be better placed: 
this ſatisfaction we expect from your filial 
zeal. In recompence we promile, that your 
General ſhall find in our protection, and 
that of the Holy See, all the aſſiſtance ne- 
ceſſary for promoting the ſplendour of your 
Order, and to make piety and learning flou- 
riſh among you. 
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UNIVERSAL JUBILEE, 
WHICH WAS GRANTED AT THE ACCESSION OP 
CLE M EN T- XIV. 


TO THE PONTIFIC ATE. 


CLEMEN T XIV. 


TO ALL THE FAITHFUL IN JESUS CHRIST, 
TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, 
HEALTH AND APOSTOLICAL BENE DIOTIOR. 


EEING that we have been exalted by an 
impenetrable decree of the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God, and that without any 
merit on our part, to the eminent rank of 
the Apoſtleſhip, we moſt gratefully ac- 
knowledge the greatneſs of his benefits, 
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200 . 
and, at the ſame time, are intimidated with 
a dread of his judgements. 

Every time that we ſeriouſly reflect upon 
the importance of the charge which has been 
entruſted to us, we are terrified at the 
thoughts of the heavy load which has been 
laid upon our ſhoulders, and alarmed at the 
knowledge of our inſufficiency; our heart 
cannot withſtand the ſighs which inceſſantly 
eſcape from us, nar our eyes the torrents of 
tears with which they continue to flow ; we 
tremble every inſtant, and were it not for 
the confidence we have in his help, who 
has impoſed upon us this formidable bur- 
den, we ſhould loſe all courage. This it is 
which has made us have recourſe to the ar- 
dent vows of all the Faithful in the Chriſtian 
World, to their public and moſt fervent 


prayers, their faſtings, their alms-givings, 


and all other their good works, to ſupplicate 
the Divine Mercy, that he may be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to confirm in us what he hath 
already -begun, to fill our hearts with the 
knowledge of his bleſſed will, to ſhed upon 
us the ſpirit of Wien and underſtanding, 

learning 
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learning and piety, prudence and fortitude, 
that we may be enabled, amidſt the innume- 
rable duties of our adminiſtration, to chooſe 
always that which is beſt, and to execute in 
the ſight of God whatever good things he 
hath: ordained. Let us then unite together in 
our prayers to the Almighty Father, that he 


may be pleaſed to watch over the vine which 


he has choſen. and planted,. and to ſupport 
thoſe people who walk faithfully in the way 
of his Commandments,. in this ſtrange land, 
by the gifts of his grace, and guide them 
proſperouſly to the eternal happineſs which. 
he has promiſed. 


To obtain theſe favours more ſaccefafu Hy, 
we have reſolved,. according to the ancient 
practice of the Sovereign Pontiffs, our pre- 
deceſſors, to open the treaſures of Divine 
Grace, that we may draw down the Hea- 


venly Benediction upon us at the beginning, 
of our Pontificate. 


Wherefore, truſting in the mercy. of AL 
mighty God, and in the influence of the 
bleſſed Apoſtles, Peter and Paul, and in 


virtue of the ſovereign power of binding and 
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looſing which, notwithſtanding our unwor- 
thineſs, we have received from the Moſt 
High, we hereby grant, by theſe preſents, 
as has been the cuſtom to grant in the year 
of Jubilee to thoſe who ſhall viſit certain 
Churches in Rome or out of Rome, a ple- 
nary indulgence and remiſſion of all their 
ſins, to all faithful Chriſtians of either ſex, 
in whatever part of the world they happen to 
be, who ſhall, in the ſpace of fifteen follow- 
ing days, or two weeks, reckoning from the 
time appointed by the Biſhops, their Vicars, 
3% ũũ mʃvaꝓQ tt; OE IIS 
N hat follows is the. ſet form.] 
May the Apoſtles, St; Peter and St. Paul, 
apon whoſe power and authority we depend; 
intercede for you with the Lord. May the 
Almighty. and: moſt Merciful God himſelf 
grant you. abſolution and remiſſion of all 
your ſins, time to become ſincerely. peni- 
tent, hearts continually repenting; that you 
may lead an irreproachable life, obtain the 
grace and conſolation. of the Holy Ghoſt; 


and a conſtant perſeverance in good works; 


* i 
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in virtue of whoſe mercy and clemency we 
give you, with all poſſible affection, our 
Apoſtolical Benediction. 

We likewiſe will that in all places, &c. 


Given at Rome, St. Marie Major, under the Fiſher- 


man's Ring, the 12th December, 1769, and the 


Firſt Year of our Pontificate. 
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PARTICECEULATS 
O08 THE: 
FREYATE LIFE 
or 
POPE CLEMENT XIV. 
SUPPLIED BY A FRIAR OF HIS ORDER, 


LEMENT NIV, after his election, 

reſided for fifteen days in the palace 
of the Vatican, at the end of which time he 
removed to Monte Cavallo. 

There, having found his chamber and his 
bed furniſhed. with crimſon damaſk, he or- 
dered it to be removed, obſerving that the 
bare walls were ſufficient for a plain Monk ; 
and, though Sovereign. Pontiff, he did not 
diſdain to perform the meaneſt offices about 
his own perſon, through unwillingneſs to in- 
eommode any of his attendants, 
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206 PRIVATE LIFE OF 


His breakfaſt conſiſted of a very ſmall H 
diſh of chocolate, before and after which or Al 
he drank a glaſs of water, birds 

When he went firſt to Monte Cavallo he him. 
commonly eat for his breakfaſt a diſh of nor 
broth, but, when he underſtood that it was T 
made with. a fowl which coſt twenty-five ſom: 
baiocs, he ordered. that expence to be diſ- thre: 
continued, thinking it ſuperfluous, and that F 
it would be better to give the money to the ous 
Poor, as a draught of pure water would win 
ſerve him juſt as well. to, 

In his dinner he was extremely frugal, bre 
allowing himſelf a boiled fowl, of which wit 
he did not eat above two ounces, and that 


always of the leaneſt and moſt inſipid part. 
His ſoups were commonly made with dough 
of rice, ſeldom with herbs: at dinner he 
ſwallowed two freſh eggs, as was his cuſtom 
in the Convent. of the Holy Apoſtles, when 
a Cardinal. 

His ſecond courſe conſiſted of a roaſted 
pullet, and four ſmall birds, ſuch as linnets, 


red- breaſts, &c.. and theſe he. would have 
lean, 


He 
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He never eat thruſhes, larks, woodcocks,. 
or any other of the moſt eſteemed ſmall 
birds; ſaying, they were too delicate for 
him. He never taſted cheeſe of any kind, 
nor would have it in his ſoup. 

The third ſervice was a diſh containing; 
ſome juice of bitter almonds, chocolate, and 
three ſmall wafers. 

He never drank foreign wines, nor ſpiritu- 
ous liquors. of any ſort, but commonly the 
wine of. Monte Portio, a caſtle near Treſca- 
to, and of this he only put about two fingers 
breadth. into. the glaſs, filling the reſt up- 
with water. 

His ſupper conſiſted of four ſmall pieces 
of bread. in. a baſon, on which was poured 
the broth: left in the morning, as he would 
have no meat provided for him at night. 
He, beſides, allowed himſelf four ſmall 
birds, as at dinner; and, for his deſart, very 
ſeldom ſalad, but a ſingle root, of which he 
did not eat two morſels. And as the diſhes 
taken from the Pope's table were the perqui- 
fites of the ſewers, he ordered a few paulos to 
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20 PEIVATE L1FE OF 
be divided amongſt them, in order to make 
up for the ſcanty remains of his table. 

His dreſs was very coarſe, and his cloaths 
even ſometimes ragged and torn, 

It was the cuſtom every ſeaſon to make for 
the other Popes two mantles, two caſſocks, 
and a night-gown. But this laſt he forbid, 
becauſe he conſtantly wore the mantle, al- 
ways ſaying, that he would ſuffer no money 
to be thrown away to the loſs of the poor. 

As in winter. his feet were cold in-bed, he 
was adviſed to uſe ſome of thoſe large 
cuſhions ſtuffed with the breaſt-feathers of 
ſwallows, which are common under the 
name of /ofa,. but he refuſed, obſerving that 
one of flocks was ſufficient, and he accord- 
ingly ordered it to be made. 

He readily forgave the new Biſhops the 
payment of their dues; and his ready mo- 
ney he ſecretly diſtributed in charity with his 
own hands. 

He took great pleaſure: in relieving the 
Poor, and, when he paſſed the month of Oc- 
tober at Caſtel Gandolfo, while his attend- 
ants were at dinner, and he was alone in his 

Chains 
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chamber, many poor people aſſembled in a 
narrow ſtreet on one ſide of the palace, to 
whom he conſtantly threw money. 

On the Feſtival of St. Francis, 14th Oct. 
he cauſed bread to be diſtributed among the 
Poor in aur Convent of Albano, to which 
he went to celebrate Maſs, and there was. 
ordinarily a.croud of more than four thouſand 
Poor. | 

He did the ſame every week to the Capu- 
chin Friars of Albano and the Reformiſts. 

He ſpoke to me with the greateſt affabi- 
lity, juſt as he uſed to do when a plain Monk, 
a ſtation which he always remembered. 

When Pope he ſtill continued his writing 
and correſpondence as before, without neg- 
lecting his uſual prayers. 

All the preſents made him by great per- 
ſonages, as medals of gold, ſilver, and other 
things of conſiderable value, were depoſited 
by his orders in the Muſeum he had erected. 

He often confeſſed ; and ſaid Maſs every 
day; he ſometimes played at billiards, and 
took an airing on horſeback, and this purely 

in 
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210 PRIVATE LIFE OF, &Cc, 
in conſequence of his phyfician's advice, 
and as a relaxation from his fatigues, 

His death, like his life, diſplayed an 
aſſemblage of all the virtues, 

This, Sir, is all we could have from Friar 
Francis: 1 have copied it word for word, even 
the errors. | 

Theſe are the words of our correſpondent, 
by whom this account was communicated 
to us. | 

The following Anecdotes are tranſlated 


from the original Italian, ſent from Rome. 


ANE C- 


| 


1 


TFT 
RELATING TO 
THE FAMILY AND PERSON 


O F 


CLE M E NT . 


T is certain that the family of GNA 


NELLI came originally from Santo Angelo 
in Vado, an Epiſcopal Town in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical State, and had been a long time 
ennobled, as is atteſted by the records of the 
country, although the Genealogical Tree, 
which at preſent lies before me, does not 
trace them higher than the year 1610. 


THE Family of Mazza, from whence 
the mother of Clement XIV, 1s deſcended, 
came originally from Pezzaro, and 1s not 
leſs ancient: we ſhalt ſoon have it in our 
power to produce the neceſſary proots. 


Clement 
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Clement was the laſt of his family, his 
elder brother having dicd at ninetecn years 
of age. He had two fiſtexs ; Alexandrina, 
who was married in 1711, to Jerome Fabri, 
of an ancient and noble family of Veruchio, 
which is ftill preſerved, by their having 
three ſons, of whom two are at preſent Ec- 
cleſiaſtics at Rome: and Porcia, who was 
married to John Baptifte Tebaldi, of a noble 
family of Pezzaro. 

As to the Anecdotes which relate to the 
infancy and education of GANGANELL1, We 
refer to the Account of his Life. Ir is well 
known that his father died when he was only 
three years old, and that his mother, after 
having appointed Jerome Fanti, who is ſtill 
alive, at the age of ninety, for bis firſt In- 
ſtructor. She ſent him to the Jeſuits Col- 
lege of Rimini, and, at the expiration of 
three years, ſhe took him from thence, to put 
him under the care of the Fathers of the 
Pious Schools of the city of Urbino, where 
Ie firſt conceived the defign of becoming 
Friar ; and, on the 15th of May, 1723, 

took. 
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took the habit of the Order of St. Francis, 
when F. Francis Paolini was Guardian, 
When he made Prefeſſion, on the 18th of 
May, 1724, he was ſent to ſtudy Philoſo- 
phy at Pezzaro, under Father Joſeph Do- 
nati, who was ſo delighted with his talents, 
that he was unwilling to go to Recanati 
without carrying him along with him, as a 
young man of the moſt promiſing abilities. 
There are people in_that city who {till re- 
member his having gained the greateſt repu- 
tation by defending a Theſis there, and how 
readily he became capable of touching the 
organ, which made the Superior of his Order 
ſay, that the faculties of his ſoul were in ſuch 
perfett harmony, that it was not at all ſur- 
prizing that he ſhould be a Muſician naturally. 
I need not repeat that he went to Fano, 
the 25th of May, 1727, to ſtudy Theology 
under Father Erci Montalto, and that the 
Cardinal Proſper Maretoſchi, the uncle of 
him whoſe learning and piety ſhines ſo emi- 
nently at preſent, called him to Rome in 
1728, with the approbation of the Reverend 
Father Baldrati, who was at that time Ge- 
neral 
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neral of the Order, when he underwent a 
very ſtrict examination, and deſerved the 
higheſt encomiums, and the honour of be- 
ing admitted Aſſociate in the College of St. 
Bonaventura, where he had Father Lucci, 
who died in the odour of Sanctity, for his 
Profeſſor. 

After having received his Doctor's De- 


gree, on the 29th of May, 1731, from the 


hands of Father Vincent Conti, who was 
then General of the Order, he was ſent to 
teach Philoſophy at Aſcoli; or, according 
to the account given of him by the Sicur 
Battaroli, who was Miniſter of the place, 
and is ſtill in good health, he ordered ſome 
Theſes to be defended, and delivered ſeve— 
ral Diſcourſes upon Religion, and the Birth 
of our Saviour, with univerſal applauſe: 


from thence he went to Milan, where he had 


on opportunity of ſeeing the Empreſs Queen 
of Hungary, and was ſelected to pronounce 
the Eulogium of Cardinal Stampa. 


Cardinal Hannibal Albani, jointly with 


the Superiors of his Order, appointed him 
to be Regent of St. Bonaventura, which 
became 
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became vacant at Rome by the abdication 
of P. F. Zampetti; and, on the 5th of 
May, 1741, he was choſen FRI Aſſiſt- 
ant General of the Province. 

It was in the ſame year that he pronoun- 
ced the Panegyric on Benedict XIV. in pre- 
ſence of that great Pope who came to pre- 
ſide at the General Chapter of the Minor 
Conventuals. 

In the year 1745 he was appointed Joint 
Conſultor of the Holy Office, with P. In- 
nocent Belleſtracci; and, in 1746, he be- 
came Chief Conſultor. 

As he was a great friend to application, 
he formed a ſcheme for holding the office of 
Regent of Bonaventura, for ſome tune, 
along with the place of Conſultor, that he 
might afterwards obtain the nomination for 
Father Joſeph Donelli, a man much cele- 
brated for his eminent abilities; but Father 
Charles Dominic Moia, a Milaneſe, engaged 


the authority of Cardinal Hannibal Albani 


to obtain it for him, and he ſucceeded. 
GANGANELLI, no doubt, had reaſon for 
being diflatisfied, but, like a truly great 
man, 
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man, he did not diſcover the leaſt uneaſineſs, 
but, with the greateſt indifference, allowed 
his competitor to enjoy his triumph. 

Having fixed a time of vacation, he went 
to Jeſi, where he communicated to Father 
Antony Sandriani his purpoſe of leaving 
Rome, that he might retire to Aſſiſa, and 
live there unnoticed. It was at that time 
that this Friar (whoſe caſe is now enquiring 
into, with a view of his receiving Beatifica- 
tion) ſpoke in the following terms: The 
will of God is, that yon ſhould remain at Rome, 
becauſe there you are deſigned for great Pur- 
poſes. 

GAanGaANWeELLI would have been choſen 
General of his Order in 1733, in the room 
of Father Jean Baptiſte Coſtanzo, and in 
1759, in the room of Jean Baptiſte Colom- 
bi, who died Archbiſhop of Benevento, but 
he could not be prevailed with to accept of 
any dignity in his Order; and, if he had 
not beeniicompelled by Clement XIII. to 
accept the Cardinalſhip, he would have re- 
mained a ſimple Friar the whole of his life, 
being more pleaſed with cultivating the Sci- 

I ences, 


AN.2&C-D 0: T-R:3; 217 


ences and cheriſhing the friendſhip of ſome 
deſerving men, than being elevated to the 
higheſt honours. He became a member of 
the Sacred College the 24th of September 
1759, and Sovereign Pontiff the 19th of May 
1769, preſerving always the ſame modeſty, 
the ſame affability, the ſame gentle diſpoſi- 
tion, the ſame chearfulneſs, and always the 
lame friends. 

He ſaid ſometimes, that he had arrived at 
theſe dignities like a grain of corn which 
had been ſcattered abroad by the wind, 
which takes root, grows, and acquires un- 
looked-for ſtrength. 

Though he was of a very quick temper, 
he never knew what it was to be in a paſſion, 
and he ſaid, he did not know how to behave 
when he wanted to ſhew that he was diſpleaſet. 

Cardinal de Bernis, whoſe teſtimony de- 
ſerves the greateſt credit, ſaid, that he never 
knew any man whoſe ſocial qualities and Chr if 

ian virtues were ſo truly eminent as theſe of 
Canganelli. 

At the time he was Cardinal, he run in 
the greateſt hurry in the beginning of the 

Vol II. L night 
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night to ſee one of his domeſticks who was 
ſick, and after having given him all the 
money he had in his pocket, he ſaid, there 
can be uo true greatneſs, but in doing good of- 
Aces. 

There was a perſon very richly dreſſed 
came and preſented himſelf to him one day 
when he was drinking his chocolate, with- 
out having been announced, who had the 
aſſurance to tell him, that he was come from 
God to acquaint him, that it was his will 
that he ſhould conform to the intentions of 

Clement XIII. in the affair of Parma, &c. 
The Cardinal coolly replied ; prove your mi/- 
ſion to me by ſome miracle. He whoſe meſſenger 
you ſay you are, always makes his Ambaſſadors 
known by ſome remarkable ſigns, without which 
every one would make God Almighty ſpeak after 
his own liking. The unknown perſon, aſto- 
niſhed at ſo unexpected anſwer, immediately 
diſappeared, muttering ſomething between 
his teeth, and perfectly convinced that Gan- 
ganelli was not viſionary, 

One day obſerving Father Ricini, who 
was at that time maſter of the Sacred Pa- 

| lace, 
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lace, he ſaid, there is the man that ſhould have 
been the Cardinal, and not Ganganelli ; but he 
has the head, and I have only the Hat. 

He ſaid, that the heart loved to hear the 
Spaniards converſe, the fancy to hear the French, 
memory the Germans, good ſenſe the Engliſh, and 
the imagination the Italians, and to improve in 
ſociety, it was neceſſary to frequent the com- 
pany of all theſe nations. 

One day, when his gentleman of the 
chamber told him, that he had not attended 
to the proper ceremonial, by conducting a 
common perſon to the ſtairs; you muſt chain 
me down, ſaid he, if you would prevent me 
from accompanying thoſe people who do me the 
favour to come and ſee me. Upon another 
occaſion, when his ſervants refuſed to admit 
a perſon who came to him, becauſe he 
was at dinner, you muſt know, ſays he, that 
I am not a Cardinal to indulge in vanity, and 
that there can be no buſineſs ſo important as 
that of helping our neighbour ; and immediately 
getting up from the table, went to meet the 

perſon who enquired for him, and reached 
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out his hand to him in the moſt obliging 
manner. 

His moſt agreeable employments were 
reading and diſcharing his duties. Theſe 
are dear friends, ſaid he, whom 1 ought 10 
cheriſh, and wiſe maſters, to whom 1 ſhould ci- 
lend. 

At the inſtant when the ringing of tlic 
bells and firing of cannon announced his 


promotion to the Papal Chair, the General of 


the Jeſuits, fighing, ſaid, it ig the ſound of cu 
paſſing-bell ; not that Ganganelli was an 
enemy of the J:ſuits, but becauſe it was his 
opinion, that attention ſhould be paid to the 
complaints of the Sovereigns. 

In giving the characters of Benedict XIV, 
and Clement XIII, he ſaid, hat the firſe bad 
wvritlen a great deal, and the ſecond had pfad 
à great deal. | 

When he was one day told that the Car— 
dinal de Bernis was very much attached 
him, he anſwered, I ſhould be exceedingly vet 
if I thought he loved me more than I love bin, 
his genius is an Academy of itſelf; and ke 19 
Ainifier of moſt acute oofervation, 
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When he appointed Monſignor Pamfili 
Doria, Nuncio extraordinary to carry the 
conſecrated linmea to Spain, he ſaid, I love 
him as my own ſen, and I reſpeft him as a 
perſon who will be deſervedly celebrated in the 
urch. 

As ſoon as he was attacked by the cruel 
diſeaſe of which he died, he ſaid to Cardinal 
Stoppani, when wwe arrive at the trenches, we 
muſt expect cannen ſpot. 

There are two Laurences of us, ſaid he one 


day, in ſpeaking of himſelf and the Gene- 


ral of the Jeſuits, faſtened upon the Grid- 


iron ; alluding to the tormenting pains which 
he ſuffered, and the captivity of F. Ricci. 

Having obſerved that a phyſician whom 
he had ſent for to conſult, knew nothing of 
his diſorder ; you i find it plainly pointed 
out, ſaid he, in the XC Pſalm, where men- 
lion is made of a plot laid in the dark, negotio 
perambulante in tenebris. | 

On hearing of the death of Louis XV, 
he ſaid, his death makes me ſhed tears, but the 
manner of his death dries them up, 
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Seeing the numbers of libels which were D 
ſcattered about againſt him, ſo far was he in F 
from being affected with them, that he only fayil 
ſaid, by the attempts which are made to blacken an « 
my cbaracter, they would almoſt perſuade me bow 
that I am a great man, for moſt frequently it celle 
is true merit which provokes the attacks of 
Satire. 


When he was aſked if he did not ſuſpect 
that ſome perſon had attempted to deſtroy 
him, do not you know, ſaid he, that I am 
called, Silence the Firſt, 

A certain Princeſs being deſirous to know 
whether he thought he had any room to 
ſuſpect the indiſcretion of his Secretaries, 
no, ſaid he, yet nevertheleſs I have three of 
them, ſhewing his fingers. 

One thing certain is, that he kept his af- 
fairs an impenetrable ſecret, and that it was 
a pleaſure to him to vex thoſe people who 
were curious to pry into his intentions. 

Every time that his relations were men- 
tioned to him, at Nepotiſin may not be hate- 

ful, ſaid he, I bave choſen Bevedit XIV for 
my model, 
2 | During 
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During his illneſs he ſpent his whole time 
in prayer and in proving his reſignation, 
faying ſometimes, death has conceived ſuch 
an ajfettion for me, that he never leaves me; 
however if it is not good for the beay, it is ex- 
cellent for the ſoul, 


[We imagine we can do nothing more 
agreeable to the Reader than to conclude 
this Volume with a Latin encomium writ- 
ten in the Lapidary ſtyle, which- was 
printed at Rome. The ſubjoined tranſla- 
tion was made from the ſecond edition, 
which was publiſhed about the beginning 
of the following year. The two ſhort 
Inſcriptions which follow, appeared in 
the ſame city immediately after, but at 
different periods. 
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FOFrE CLEMENT II. 


N the 19th of May, 1769, Clement 
XIII was ſucceeded by Clement 
XIV, a Pontiff diſtinguithed for his learn- 


ing and prudence. His original name was. 


Lawrent Ganganelli, and he was of the 
Order of Minor Conventuals. 


He was the only Regular in the College, 


when by the unanimous voice of the Car- 
dinals, and with univerſal applauſe and ad- 


miration, he was raiſed to the Pontificate, of 
which he had ſhewed himſelf worthy by his: 


conduct in the offices he had already filled. 
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He was conſecrated on the 28th of May, 
and crowned on the 4th of June. This 
#ra was one of the moſt critical to the 
Church ; but by his firmneſs he ſurmounted 
the difficulties. Immediately after his ac- 
cefſion to the Pontificate, he acquainted the 
Biſhops of the Catholic Communion with 
his election, in a letter which difplays the 
greateſt wiſdom and piety. 

He granted a diſpenſation for the marriage 
of Ferdinand I, Duke of Parma, and Mary 
Amelia, Arch-duchefs of Auſtria. 

He ſucceeded equally in terminating the 
moſt difficult affairs, and gaining the minds 
of princes. To the great ſurpriſe of the 
world, he, in a very ſhort time, reconciled 
the King of Portugal to the Holy See; to 
bring about this affair, he ſent Innocent de 
Conti, a native of Rome, as his Legate, 
vho met with the moſt honourable recep- 
t on. He ſoon after entered into the ſtrict- 
eſt amity with the two powerful monarchs 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, his moſt Chriſti- 
an and his Catholic Majeſty, and at Madrid 
reſtored the Apoſtolic Nunciature to the 

great 


do: 
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great honour and advantage of the Holy 
See. 

He was Godfather to the Prince of AC- 
turia, to whom he ſent a magnificent ſet of 
ſwaddling cloaths. He entertained and 
treated with the greateſt munificence An- 
tonia Walburg, eldeſt daughter of the 
Emperor Charles VII, as likewiſe the 
King of England's two brothers: he car- 
ried on a coreſpondence with Maria The- 
reſa, the illuſtrious Queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, with Joſeph II, Emperor of Ger- 
many, and with all the Kings and Princes 
of the Catholic Religion; and ſecured their 
univerſal friendſt ip and eſteem : his repu- 
tation was even high among the enemies of 
the Romiſh Church. 

He ſhewed his good affection to the ſlate 
of Venice, when a diſpute aroſe between 
the Chapter of St. Mark, and the Venetian 


Ambaſſador “*. 
He 


»The matter in diſpute was whether a certain part 
of the Church of St. Mark was comprehended in the 
donation made by Pius IV to the Venetians ; which 

L 6 Clement 
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He ſurpreſſed the Jeſuits, not only after 
the moſt mature deliberation, as he himſelf 
confeſſes, but after imploring the direction 
of Heaven by the moſt fervent prayers. At 
the ſolicitation of the King of France, he 


aboliſhed the Order of Celeſtines, and the 
regular Canons of St. Rufus in that King- 


dom. He likewiſe reduced the Minor Fri- 
ars, called Obſervantins, to the Order of 
Conventuals, both there and in Savoy, and 
gave them the penetentiary of St. Peter at 
Rome, with that of Loretto. He approved 
of the Congregation of the Holy Croſs, 
and of the Paſſion of Chriſt, and granted 
them in perpetuity the Churches of St. 
John and St. Paul, together with the adja- 
cent houſes and gardens; having removed 
the Members of the Congregation of the 
Miſſion to St. Andrew's in the Quirinal. 

He united ſeveral Biſhoprics, and created 
new ones, among the reſt one in Hungary 


Clement XIV decided as follows, by letters of the 
24th of Auguſt, 1770: If it be comprehended 
e confirm the Donation, if it be not, I give it to the 
„Republic of Venice.“ 


of 
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of the Catholic Greek Ritual. And, with- 
out ſolicitation, gave churches and houles 
at Annecito to the Canons of Geneva, who 
had been long driven from their original 
habitations by the Calviniſts. 

He was a rigid judge of Virtue and Me- 
rit, and created only ſixteen Cardinals 
though there were more Hats to be dipoſed 
of. Theſe were Paul de Cavallo, John 
Coſmo de Cunha, Scipio Borgheſe, John 
Baptiſte Rezzonico, Mark Marefoſchi, John 
de Roche Aymon, Leopold Erneſt de Fir- 
mian, Antony Caſali, Paſchal Aqua viva, 
Januarius de Simeon, Antony Eugene Vil- 
conti, Bernardin Geraldi, Innocent de Con- 
ti, Francis Caraffa, Francis Xavier de Ze— 
lada, John Angelo Braſchi, and Francis 
Delci. 

Inflamed with zeal for true Religion, he 
received into the boſom of the Church Aſ- 
ſyrians, Perſians, Tranſylvanians, and An- 
cyrians, after they had abjured their errors 
and ſchiſm. | 

He canonized Francis Caraccioli, Found- 
er of the Minor Clerks, and Paul Burali, 
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of the Regular Clerks, firſt Biſhop of Pla- 
centia, and afterwards Archbiſhop of Na- 
ples. 

He proclaimed the eighteenth great Ju- 
bilee, but was prevented from celebrating 
it by his death, 

Nor was he leſs remarkable for his Prince- 
ly than his Pontifical virtues. He leſſened 
the impoſts, ſupplied his ſubjects with corn, 
extended commerce, and paid particular at- 
tention to the two harbours of Ancona and 
Civita Vecchia. By his frugality he in- 
ereaſed the Apoſtolic treaſure. He gave 
large donations to pious inſtitutions, and 
particularly to the Hoſpital of the Holy 
Ghoſt, eſtabliſhed for the reception of fo- 
reigners. To himſelf he was a rigid ceco- 
nomiſt, to all others he was liberal, except 
to his own relations. He recovered the ter- 
ritories of Avignon and Venuſia, the 
Duchy of Benevento 2nd Ponte Corvo; an 
ample teſtimony of the favour he ſtood in 
with princes. 

Then turning his cares to the cultivation 
of Literature, and the decoration of his Ca- 

pital, 
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pital, he reduced into a better form the laws 
of the Academy of Ferrara. In the college 
of Rome, he erected and endowed with 
annual revenues a public ſchool, for which 
he collected the ableſt maſters in all the 
ſciences. | 

For the accommodation of the learned, ke 
built in the Vatican a ſtately Muſeum, from 
him called the Clementine, and enriched it 
at his own expence with the moſt exquiſite 
pieces. 

To the poor he was a friend, in applica- 
tion indefatigable; in puniſhing juſt with- 
out ſeverity; in authority without pomp ; 
amid all the changes of human affairs ſtill 
unſhaken, ſtill the ſame ; in giving audience 
eaſy and humane. 

In this Pontiff every thing was of a ſupe- 
rior cait ; his deſigns were great, and ordina- 
rily carried on with ſuch ſecreſy, of which he 
was 2 great lover, that they were commonly 
executed before they were known to 
have been undertaken. 

At laſt, after a lingering illneſs, he died 
with all the marks of real piety, the 22d of 

: 1 
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September 1774, in the ſixty-ninth year of 
his age. He governed the Church five 
years, four months, and three days, and was 
a Pontiff really worthy of the dignity, and 
who deſerves to be ever remembered. 


if 


CLEMENS XIV. p. u. 


Ex Evangelica paupertate, mundique contemptu, 
Ad Petri Cathedram, 
Afﬀlante numine evectus, 
Idem eſt qui erat. 
In ipſo non ipſius mutatio eft : 
Amicus amicis, omnibus omnia, 
Sibi nihil, præter onus & laborem. 
Non ſollicitudo Ecclefiarum 
Tranquillitatem, 
Non irrequieta Principatds cura 
Leporem, 
Non ingruentium procellarum nimbi 
Fortitudinem adimunt 
Turbato mari ſerenus, 
Trepides addit animos, mærentes exhilarat, 
Circumſtantia ventorum 
Contractis velis vim temperat, 
Poloque defixus, 
. Clavum moderatur impavidus 
Expectans meliora. 
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CLEMENT XIV. SUPREME PONTIFF, 
From Evangelical poverty and 
contempt of this world, 
Exalted by divine inſpiration 
To the chair of St. Peter, 

He continued always the ſatne; 
No change was ſeen in him, 
He remained 
A friend to his friends ; 

All things to all men; 
Reſerving to himſelf 
only 
Fatigue and Labour. 

Tranquil amidſt his Eccleſiaſtical cares, 
Chearful in the duties of adminiſtration : 
He oppoſed to the rougheſt ſtorms 
A ſteady fortitude. 
Undiſturbed in a raging tempeſt, 
He encouraged the fearful, 

He comforted the afflicted. 

By ſkilfully furling the fails 
He moderated the valine of the winds, 
Looking towards Heaven 
He fearleſs ſeized the helm 
In hopes of better times. 
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Ex inclita divi Franciſci 
Ordinis Minorum Conventualium 
Familia, 

Nullo humano favore, 

Sed peculiari Divino conjilio, 
Ad regendam & gubernandam 
Petri Navim, 

In media mari, aquarum impelu 
Diu concuſſam, 

Cunctis ſuffragiis evectus, 
Pietate, doctrina, prudenti a, dexteritate, 
Ab imminenti periculo 
Liberavil : 

Ac ſolus, ſuper frementes undas 
Incedens, 

Suis ipſe manibus, 
Salvam & incolumem, 

In portem Verilatis & Unitatis 
Reduxit. 

Fluctum inde ventorumque ingentem vim 
Ia compoſuit, 

Ut fatta fit tranquillitas magna, 
Perpetuò duratura. 


CLEMENT' XIV. SUPREME PON TIFF. 


A Minor Conventual 
Of the celebrated Order of St. Francis, 
Indebted to Heaven alone, 
Unaſſiſted by human aid, 
Was unanimoully choſen 
To guide and govern 
St. Peter's Bark, 
Long toſſed 
In the midft of a tempeſtuous ſea. 
By his piety, learning, prudence and full, 
He preſerved it 
From imminent danger; 
Walking alone upon the roaring billows 
With his own hands 
Brought it ſafe and unhurt 
Into the harbour of Truth and Unity. 
Having appeaſed the rage of winds and waves, 
He introduced a calm 
To laſt for ever, 


A N 
ORIGINAL LETTER 
IN ANSWER TO 

M. VOLTAIREs OBJECTIONS 

TO THE 


AUTHENTICITY OF GANGANELLI'S LETTERS. 


S I R, 

Lately peruſed a book entitled the Hiſto- 
rical Memoirs of the Life of the Author of 
. the Henriade, &c. containing a moſt virulent 
attack unon the authenticity of the celebra- 
ted Letters of Pope Clement XIV (Ganga- 
nelli) which have met with ſuch applauſe 
through all Europe. 

That the Philoſopher of Ferney could 
never bear the thoughts of any man but 
himſelf acquiring an eminent degree of lite- 
rary reputation, is a fact too well known to 
be inſiſted on, eſpecially at preſent, when 

his 
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his ſcurrility againſt our Shakeſpeare is in 
every body's mouth. 

Voltaire 1s an Hiſtorian, a Poet, a Critic, 
and, ſtrange to tell, —a Moraliſt : it is there- 
fore unpardonable in any man but Voltaire to 
write Hiſtory, Poetry, Criticiſm, or Mora- 
lity ; ſtill a greater crime to ſucceed in the 
undertaking.— What Mr. Pope ſaid of Ad- 
diſon may with infinitely more juſtice be ap- 
plied to him, that he is a man who, 


«© Turk-like, can bear no brother near his throne.” 


Long accuſtomed to adulation, and having 
had the honour to be flattered by a Prince, 
who, not contented with being a great Mo- 
narch, had the weakneſs to defire to pals for 
a great Poet, he grows more covetous of 
engroſſing the admiration of the world, 
in proportion as he feels his powers de- 
Cay. | . 

It has long been his favourite aim to 
make France paſs for the firſt of nations, 
not that he cares for his country, but his 
vanity makes him look upon himſelf as the 


firſt man in France, and he is ambitious 
of 


70 MIME ATEE © 26k 
of being eſteemed the firſt man in Eu- 
rope. 

Several other reaſons, very little to the 
honour of our author's heart, might be aſ- 
Tgned for his inveteracy againſt the Letters 
in queſtion, 

His exceſſive iraſcibility, which ſcems ra- 
ther inflamed than cooled by the froſt of old 
age, and his violent hatred of Chriſtianity, 
have made him endeavour to decry a work, 
in ſome parts of which he his cenſured, 
though in the moſt tender and polite terms, 
while the whole breathes the meek ſpirit of 
that Religion againſt which he has ſet his 
face from his earlieſt youth. 

But let us take a curſory view of thoſe 
boaſted arguments which he diſplays with ſo 
much pomp, and examine whether they be 
ſufficiept, as he exultingly ſays, 4% wnmaſe 
the counter feit Genganelli, c aud depoſe the /elf-- 
created Pope. 

He ſets out with obſerving, that the 
phraſeology, the turn of expreſſion in theſe 
Letters is entirely French; that is, the Edi- 
tor has taken pains to render Ganganelli's 

Vor. IV. W thoughts 


— —— 2 


242 LETTER IN ANSWER 


thoughts into elegant French, and he has 
ſucceeded : Ergo he is an Impoſtor, and his 
work an Original, not a Tranſlation from 
the Latin and Italian, as is pretended by the 
ſaid Editor. 

But Voltaire, if I miſtake not, at a time 
when it was his intereſt to compliment the 
Engliſh nation, did them the honour to 
tranſlate into eaſy elegant French ſome paſ- 
ſages from the harbarous Shakeſpeare, and 
other of their wretched writers. Would it 
be juſt in a Frenchman, unacquainted with 
the Originals, to fay the phraſeology, the 
turn of expreſſion in theſe paſlages, is en- 
tirely French? Ergo Mr, Voltaire is an Im- 
poſtor, and wants to palm upon us an Ori- 
ginal Piece for a Tranſlation. Our Bard's 
own practice has long convinced England, 
and now convinces France, how eaſy a mat- 
ter it is to give a Tranſlation the air of an 
Original.—Let him take his Shakeſpeare 
from that dark Corner in which he his con- 


fined, turn oyer the leaves and ruminate, 


6c How 
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Ho here he ſipt, how there he plunder'd ſnug, 
And ſuck'd all o'er like an induſtrious bug,” 

and then let him boldly ſay, that the phra- 
ſeology and turn of expreſſion being en- 
tirely French, are ſure marks of originality. 

But, continues our Critic, the tranſlator 
ought to have depoſited the originals in ſome 
public library.—To this the anſwer. is eaſy 3 
what if they who were in poſſeſſion of the 
Originals allowed the Editor only copies, 
and refuſed to part with what they might 
look upon as a valuable treaſure ? 

He has quoted in his preface ſome reſpec- 
table names as vouchers of their authenti- 
city. ls it to be ſuppoſed that a man of the 
Marquis de Caraccioli's rank would lend his 
name to an impoſture ? Would he not rather 
take fire at the injury done to himſelf, by 
uſing it as a cloak for ſo ſcandalous an im- 
poſition ? 

The Marquis, the Abbe Lami, and ſe- 
veral others now alive were immediately con- 
cerned, they were bound in juſtice to them- 
ſelves and to the -public, to diſcover the 
fraud, if there was any; yet they have been 

M 2 ſilent.— 
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filent.---Voltaire alone, though entirely un- 
intereſted in the matter, had the honeſty to 
prevent the world from being miſted. 

How theſe Gentlemen reliſh the charge of 
being accemplices after the fact, ſo plainly 
brought againſt them by the candid Philo- 
ſopher of Ferney, I cannot pretend to ſay, 
In all probability they will think it below 
them to attack this toothleſs Dragon, who 
now can only hiſs, without being able to 
bite. a 

But our author 1s fo very difficult, that 
he declares he would not be convinced, even 
though the original Letters, with Ganga- 
nelli's ſignature, atteſted by all who knew 
his hand-writing, had been ſhewn to the 
whole ſacred College, and depoſited in the 
Vatican Library. 

All Europe agrees that Voltaire 1s flow to 
believe, eſpecially where the evidence is 
ſtrong. It is well known that he has the 
art of ſhutting his eyes againſt the moſt un- 
deniable truths. To common minds the 
teſtimony he reje&s would carry irrefraga- 

ble 
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ble conviction; but Voltaire's is not a com- 
mon mind. 

The reaſons he brings in ſupport of this 
diſbelief, are extremely curious : we ſhall 
examine them 1n their order. 

I. He alledges that he has been intimate 
enough with Count Algarotti to know that 
he never had the leaſt correſpondence with 
Ganganelli when Friar, Conlultor, Cardi- 
nal, or Pope. 

Did Algarotti tell him ſo? Voltaire ſaith 
it not, but every body knows him well 
enough to be ſenſible that he would not have 
failed to make the beſt uſe of ſuch a de- 
elaration. 

Did Algarotti communicate to Voltaire 
all the letters he received? Or was Vol- 
taire his Secretary ? A man mult be very in- 
timate with another indeed, before he can 
know every individual with whom his friend 
correſponds, or that friend muſt be more in- 
diſcreetly communicative than Venctian 
uoblemen generally are, 

This, therefore, reſts ſo'ely upon Voltaire's 
word, in a matter which it is next to im- 
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poſſible Voltaire ſhould know, Had the 
thing been as is repreſented, Algarotti, if 
alive, would have publicly expoſed the im- 
poſture ; if he be dead, it would have been 
detected by thoſe who had the care of his 
papers. 

II. It is objected that Ganganelli, writ- 
ing to a Mr. Stuart, expreſſes ſome fondneſs 
for the Engliſh Poets. — This is the more 
unpardonable, as, if I remember right, the 
good Pope has never offered incenſe to the 
Muſe of Voltaire. — hut, ſays our author, 
Ganganelli did not underſtand a word of 
Engliſh. Again I muſt put the queſtion 
bow does he know that?“ Can you, Mr. 
Voltaire, fay that you was intimate enough 
with Ganganelli to know what languages he 
did or did not underſtand ? Perhaps Gan- 
ganelli never was in England; but many 
men have been known, who, though never 
out of their own country, were yet capable 
of reading the French, Italian, Portugueſe, 
and German Poets. 


» Ganganelli was private Secretary to the old Pre- 
tender. 
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Some years ago there was at Utrecht a 
countryman of Ganganelli's, who, though 
he had never been in England, nor could 
pronounce a word of the Engliſh language, 
yet could underſtand any book in it, and 
actually tranſlated Pope's Eſſay on Man into 
Italian verſe. 

After all, why might not Ganganelli be 
acquainted with the Engliſ Poets through 
the medium of tranſlation? For, though 
the Italians can boaſt of a Taſſo, far from 
joining Voltaire in calling Milton a fool, 
they have tranſlated him into their own lan- 
guage, Like the Engliſh, they can be juſt 
to merit of a foreign growth. Some of Mil- 
ton's and Addiſon's pieces were written in 
that language, and they have made the Tra- 
gedy of Cato their own ; nor are theſe the 
only Engliſh Poems that have appeared in 
an Italian dreſs.—But it is needleſs to ſpend 
time in a pompous diſplay of Bibliopolical 
learning. Suffice it to ſay, that the Engliſh 
Muſe has ſtrung anew the Italian lyre, and 
from her lamp re-kindled the flame of Poetry 


on claſſic ground, 
M 4 Give 
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Give me leave, beſore ] conclude my ob- 
ſervations on this objection, to tell M. 
Voltaire that many in England profeſs them- 
ſelves paſſionate admirers of his Writings, 
who do not underſtand a word of French ; 
if he would not find fault with theſe, and 
accuſe them of folly and abſurdity, what can 
he build upon this paſſage of the letter to Mr. 
Stuart ? 

III. His next ; abjeRion i is, that in theſe 
Letters Sir Iſaac, Newton is praiſed for the 
ſimplicity and modeRy that appear in all his 
Writings. And, with M. Voltaire's leave, 
no perſon, except himſelf, in the leaſt ac- 
quainted with that great Philoſpher's Works, 
will find any impropriety in the Eulo- 


gium. Through the whole you will not 


meet with the leaſt oſtentation, the leaſt Fan- 


farenade. Compare his performances with 


thoſe of ſome other philoſophers where 7 is 


the little hero of each tale, and every wild. 
whim, petty diſcovery, palpable plagiariſm, 


or wretched blunder, is uſhered in with the 
moſt ridiculous airs of importance, and the 
molt fulſome ſtrokes of ſelf adulation.— lt 

: appears 
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appears from the very paſſage alluded to, 
that the Letter-writer, far from being unac- 
quainted with Newton, had read his Works 
enough, at leaſt, to enter into their f pirit, and 
diſcover the true character of their im- 
mortal author, who was no leſs amiable for 
the goodn<!s of his heart, than admirable for 
the vaſtneſs of his genius. One would think, 
continues the obje&or, that Ganganelli miſ- 
took Newton for a Benediftin, profoundly- 
verſed in Hiſtory : give me leave to tell 
Mr. Voltaire, that Newton has written ſe- 
veral Works which demonſtrate that he was. 
profoundly verſed in Hiſtory*—But per- 
haps with theſe our le! F/pri7 is entirely un- 
acquainted, 

IV. It is ſaid that the Author of the Let-- 
ters takes the Biſhop of Cloyne for one of the 
Writers againſt the Chriſtian Religion, and 
claſſes him with Spinoza and Bayle.—The 
fact is otherwiſe, He calls Berkley a Hreng- 
head for denying the exiſtence of matter, but 
he ſays nothing of that Biſhop having written 
againſt Chriſtianity, 


* His Commentary on Daniel, and his Chronology. 
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V. It is alledged that Spinoza never 
mentioned the Chriſtian religion. It may be 
ſo; but Spinoza was a profeſſed advocate for 
Materialiſm ; he denicd an Onmipotent and 
Omniſcient Creator; he therefore endea- 
voured to deſtroy the pillars on which all Re- 
ligion, natural and revealed, is built, and con- 
ſequently may be fairly reckoned among 
thoſe authors who have endeavoured to de- 
ſtroy ( hriſtianity. 

Voltaire continues, © and Bayle has com- 
« poſed no work expreſ5ly on ſo reſpectable a 
* ſubject.” — What a pitiful ſubterfuge ! 
What a Feſuitical quibble! As if no man 
could write -againſt Chriſtianity, or advance 
doctrines utterly ſubverſive of it, unleſs in a 
treatiſe where that deſign was formally an- 
nounced in the title-page.—V oltaire himſelt 
is an inſtance of the contrary. 

VI. The fixth objection is that Ganga- 
nelli has quoted, as from Dante, a paſſage not 
to be found in that author.—Allowing this 
to be true, how does it affect the authenti- 
city of the Letters? Or is Voltaire now 
ſo ſtaunch a Catholic, as to maintain the 

Pope's 
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Pope's infallibility, with regard to points of 
fact, and that not only after, but before his 
promotion to the Papacy* ?—Verily it would 
feem that the good Father Adam's leſſons 
have not been thrown away, and that, though 
held up by his patron as an object of ridicule 
in public, he has been liſtened to with doci- 
lity in private f. 


* When the controverſy between the Jeſuits and Jan- 
feniſts ran high, the former procured from the reigning 
Pope the condemnation of five Articles extracted from 
Janſenius's Works, the Janſeniſts, to elude the decree, 
maintained that theſe Articles were not to be found in 
his Works. The Jeſuiſts, unable any other way to put 
their antagoniſts to ſilence, oppoſed to them the autho- 
rity of the Pope, who, in his decree, had affirmed 
them to be really contained there ; upon which the 
Janſeniſts denied the infallibility of his Holineſs in 
points of fact. This controverſy was carried to the 
moſt indecent lengths. 

+ Father Adam was a poor Jeſuit, to whom Voltaire 
gave an aſylum in his houſe ; but generoſity not being 
our Philoſopher's character, he made the poor wretch 
the butt of his ſatire. He commonly introduced him 
to company, with ſaying, ** Gentlemen, this is Father 
„Adam, but not the fr of men.“ 

M 6 It 
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It could be wiſhed, however, that M. Vol- 
taire, Who, perh aps, looks upon himſelf to be 
Wanfallible as any Pontiff that ever filled the 
Apoſtolic Chair, had never quoted a more 
reſpectable book than Dante's for paſſages 
not to be found in it, and that too from worſe 
motives than thoſe by which the venerable 
nn was actuated. ». 

VII. In a letter to a \ enetian lady, Gan- 


cahell cenſures Locke, for ſaying that a 
power of thinking nigh be /ircradded to 
matter. This, far from being an of yection, 
is a confirmation-of th c :<r-writer's being 
a good Catholic, as Gan ini certainly was, 


for to ſuch a man this 0p.,10n of Mr. Locke 
muſt appear abominable hereſy. Row would 
M. Voltaire have triumphed could he have 


convicted the pretended Ganganelli of hetero- 


doxy ? : 

VIII. In another to Cardinal Quirini are 
ſome ſtrictures on the French nation, which 
ſeem to provoke our Philoſopher to ſuch 
a pitch, that to uſe the words of Shake- 
ſpeare, he can no longer buckle his rage 
within the. belt of rule. After quoting 
the 
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the paſſage, he aſks his correſpondent 
„ Seriouſly do you believe that the Pope 
e wrote this rhapſody againſt the French in 
© their own language?” | beg leave to an- 
ſwer for his correſpondent. © Seriouſly I 
« do not; and for this plain reaſon, that 
« the title-page. of the French edition of 
ce theſe Letters declares them to be tranſla- 
« ttons from the Latin and Italian, and 
te therefore that Rhapſody was not written in 
« their own language.” | 

IX. Ganganelli has been miſtaken when 
he mentions Cardinal de Tournon as having 
taken a voyage to China; — © This,” 
ſays Voltaire, © 1s a palpable blunder—the- 
*« name of the perſon in queſtion was Mail- 
s lard, and his Cap was ſent after himto China; 
te jt did not arrive till poor Maillard was exiled 


cc to Macao, and he could ſcarce fit it to his 
e head before he expired: what was worſt of 


„c all, the Chineſe did not know any thing 
ce about Cardinals Caps.” 


Theſe are, no 
doubt, horrible blunders, and ſufficient to. 
ruin the reputation of any work in Chriſten- 
dom. The pretended Ganganelli calls hime 
T.ournony, 
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Tournon, when his name was Maillard; but 
Voltaire himſelf, in his fecond volume of 
his age of Louis XIV, gives this very per- 
fon the name of Maillard de Tournon ; and 
Ganganelli here has committed no greater 
miſtake than a certain author of Hiſtorical 
Memoirs has done, when he tells us that a 
Francis de Voltaire was born in 1694, though 
all the world knows that perſonage's real 
name to be Francis Arrouet de Voltaire. 
But Ganganelli does worſe, he calls him 
Cardinal Tournon, when he was actually in 
China before his promotion to that dignity. 
I cannot well tell how to get over this diffi- 
culty, it is really alarming. What, to give 
-a man the title he died veſted with, when we 
ſpeak of his actions before he acquired that 
title! Luckily, however, our Critic has 
fallen into the ſame blunder he here ſo un- 
mercifully cenfures. *© Seriouſly, ſays he, 
« do you believe that the Pope wrote that 
* Rhapſody againſt the French?“ When 
the date of the Letter itſelf ſhews that it was 
not written by his Holineſs Pope Clement 

XIV, 
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XIV, but by his Eminence the Cardinal 


Ganganelli. 

X. The laſt objection brought againſt 
the Pope's Letters by this celebrated Wit is 
occaſioned by a remark made by the writer 
upon the ſubſtitution of the word Humanity 
inſtead of Charity, whence our author pro 
ſolita humanitate ſua concludes the Editor, as 
he calls him, to be inhuman. What would 
Voltaire think, if, becauſe he carefully 
avoids the word charity, it ſhould be aſſerted 
that he was uncharitable. 

Such are the objections of this celebrated 
Genius againſt the Letters in queſtion.- 
Give me leave, however, to urge farther in 
their behalf only this conſideration, that ex- 
cept the Fvper-critic of Ferney, they have 
met with as many admirers as readers, 
through every country in Europe, and it is 
not to be doubted but their intrinſic merit 


will bear them up againſt the feeble attack he 


has made upon them. 
I am, Sir, 
Your molt kumble ſervant. 
April 15, 1777. 
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